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DIGITAL DOWNLOADS 
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Amoeba Music has become synonymous with music and 
movie expertise, from the arcane to the popular. Our staff 
consists of the most passionate connoisseurs of all cultural 
explorations. 


All Amoebites were asked to list their favorite releases from 
the past six months and beyond! We then had a team of 
experts decipher their cryptic handwriting, analyze the results 
and compile the lists into this little book! 


We hope you find the results interesting and useful. For more 
lists and updates on new releases, visit the Amoeblog on 
Amoeba.com. 


FEATURES FROM THE AMOEBLOG 


I8 INTERVIEWS WITH FIDLAR, HOLY FUCK, 
AMEN DUNES & CHERRY GLAZERR 
66 THE 20 BEST 1980S HIP-HOP ALBUMS 
126 BEST ALBUMS OF THE YEAR SO FAR AND 
TEN TO WATCH OUT FOR THIS FALL 


A SELECTION OF OUR FAVORITES 
BY GENRE 


7 MUSIC BY GENRE 
l6 DVDS & BLU-RAYS 


ACE HOTEL DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES 


STAFF PICKS BY STORE 


929 S. Broadway acehotel.com/losangeles @acehotel 
25 BERKELEY 


4| SAN FRANCISCO 
75 HOLLYWOOD 
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LIVE SHOWS 


Welcome to 
Amoeba Music 


The BIGGEST independent music & movie store in the world! 
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All three Amoeba stores host in-store performances, signings and Du sets cc =i a 
from your favorite artists every month! Visit AMOEBA.COM for the latest schedule ( (7 ——— 
including live webcasts from select shows! : % a A My Py 
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SOME HELPFUL HINTS for shopping: 


“So \\ Our USED selection is fully guaranteed to play perfectly. Buying used 
““/ means you can get more for your money — and many out-of-print 
and rare items that are ONLY available used! 


cn NEW items are designated with a white price tag. USED items have 
XS yellow, green or red price tags. “Red tags” indicate clearance items. 
All genres have clearance areas at the end of their respective used 
sections. CLEARANCE items have an ongoing deal; buy three, get the 
fourth of least value for FREE! 


ee, More than just music! Check out our BOOKS and T-SHIRTS sections 
ane : “ 
«and pick-up magazines, headphones, turntables plus other gear and 
collectible items all around the store. 


ee Don’t forget to look underneath the bins for extra bargains which 

«7 may not be represented in the above corresponding bin. There are 
tons of nuggets hiding in pockets all over this store, so be sure to 
look all around! 


CARLENE CARTER SHABAZZ PALACES 


AMOEBA.COM 


Can't make it to the show? Visit AMOEBA.COM and check out our 


VIDEO AND PHOTO GALLERIES! They are constantly updated with videos, dowloads, vinyl, cds, movies and collectibles available on 
interviews and stills from our live in-store performances! 


9eeoeoeoeoeeeedeeesesd © AMOEBA.COM 
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Happy Humtimgl 


Check out the ever-expanding selection of 
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ALL NEW SEASON 
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A Sampling of 
Our Favorites by Genre 











VINYL REISSUES 


Cocteau Twins — Blue Bell 
Knoll/Heaven Or Las Vegas 
(4AD) 


American Football - 
American Football (Potyvinyt) 


Brigitte Fontaine — 
Brigitte Fontaine 
(SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 


Chuck Cirino — Chopping Mall 
[OST] (waxwork) 


The Clean — Anthology 
(MERGE) 


Depeche Mode - Violator 
(WARNER BROS.) 


Duran Duran — Rio 
(PARLOPHONE) 


Elastica — Elastica (KANINE) 


Fabio Frizzi - 
City Of The Living Dead [OST] 
(DEATH WALTZ) 


Fela Kuti — Expensive Shit/ 
He Miss Rodd (KNITTING FACTORY) 


John Coltrane - 
Afro Blue Impressions (FANTASY) 


Led Zeppelin — ///I/III 
(ATLANTIC) 


Morrissey — Vauxhall & I 
(PARLOPHONE) 


Oasis — Definitely Maybe 
(BIG BROTHER) 


Offspring — Smash (cpitapPy) 


The Posies — Failure 
(OMNIVORE) 


Slint — Spiderland (TOUCH & Go) 


Syd Barrett -— Opel/Barrett/ 
Madcap Laughs (PARLOPHONE) 


Xymox — Subsequent Pleasures 
(DARK ENTRIES) 


Amazing Snake Heads — 
Amphetamine Ballads (Domino) 


Arctic Monkeys — AM (Domino) 


A Silver Mt. Zion - 

Fuck Off Get Free We Pour 
Light On Everything 
(CONSTELLATION) 


Angel Olsen — Burn Your Fire 
For No Witness (JAGJAGUWAR) 


Bob Mould — Beauty and Ruin 
(MERGE) 


Cloud Nothings — Here and 
Nowhere Else (cArPARK) 


Coves — Soft Friday (NETTWeRK) 
Damaged Bug — Hubba Hubba 
(CASTLE FACE) 
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Damien Jurado — 
Brothers and Sisters of the 
Eternal Son (SECRETLY CANADIAN) 


Damon Albarn - 
Everyday Robots 
(WARNER BROTHERS) 


Delta Spirit — Into The Wide 
(DUALTONE) 


Eno & Hyde - High Life (warr) 
Future Islands — Singles (4Ab) 


Hamilton Leithauser — 
Black Hours (DomMINo) 


Jack White — Lazaretto 
(COLUMBIA) 


Jolie Holland — Wine Dark Sea 


(ANTI-) 


La Sera -— Hour of the Dawn 
(HARDLY ART) 


Lykke Li -—/ Never Learn 
(ATLANTIC) 


Mac DeMarco - Salad Days 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 


Merchandise — After The End 
(4AD) 


Morrissey — World Peace is 
None of Your Business 
(UNIVERSAL) 


Parquet Courts — 
Sunbathing Animal 
(WHAT’S YOUR RUPTURE) 
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Peter Murphy -— Lion (NETTWeRK) 


The Raveonettes — 
Pe-Ahi (RAVEONETTES) 


Reigning Sound — Shattered 
(MERGE) 


Sharon Van Etten — 
Are We There (jJAGJAGUWAR) 


Shovels and Rope - 
Swimmin? Time (DUALTONE) 


Sinead O’Connor - 
I’m Not Bossy, I’m The Boss 
(NETTWERK) 


Spoon — They Want My Soul 
(REPUBLIC) 


Swans — To Be Kind (YOUNG Gob) 


Temples — Sun Structures 
(FAT POSSUM) 


The Brian Jonestown 
Massacre — Revelation 
(A RECORDS) 


The Fresh & Onlys - 
House of Spirits 
(MEXICAN SUMMER) 


The Horrors — Luminous (xt 
RECORDINGS) 


Thee Oh Sees — Drop (CASTLE FACE) 
tUnE-yArDs — Nikki Nack (4AD) 


Ty Segall — Manipulator 
(DRAG CITY) 


The War On Drugs - 
Lost in the Dream 
(SECRETLY CANADIAN) 


Wild Beasts — Present Tense 
(DOMINO) 


;Mayday! & Murs — Mursday 
(STRANGE MUSIC) 


9th Wonder - 9th Wonder 
Presents: Jamla Is the Squad 
(EMPIRE) 


Atmosphere -— Southsiders 
(RHYMESAYERS) 


Big Freedia — Just Be Free 
(QUEEN DIVA) 


Blu — Good To Be Home 
(NATURE SOUNDS/FAT BEATS) 


Common —- Nobody’s Smiling 
(ISLAND/DEF JAM) 


Danny Brown - Hot Soup 
(STREET CORNER) 


Dilated Peoples — 
Directors Of Photography 
(RHYMESAYERS) 


Dj Platurn — So This Is 
De La Heaven Pt. 2 
(OAKLAND FADERS) 


Freddie Gibbs & Madlib - 
Pinata (MADLIB INVAZION) 


IAMSU! - Sincerely Yours 
(HEART BREAK GANG) 


J. Stalin — S./.D.: Shining In 
Darkness (TOWN THIZNESS) 


Kool Keith — Demolition Crash 


(IUNKADELIC/FAT BEATS) 


People Under The Stairs — 
12 Step Program 
(PIECELOCK 70) 


Shabazz Palaces — 
Lese Majesty (sus Pop) 


Skyzoo & Torae - 
Barrel Brothers (Empire) 


The Grouch & Eligh — 
The Tortoise and the Crow 
(THE GROUCH & ELIGH MUSIC) 


SOUL 


Ike Turner & His Kings of 
Rhythm —- The Cobra Sessions 
(VARESE SARABANDE) 


Jose James - 
While You Were Sleeping 
(BLUE NOTE) 


Kelis — Food (NINATUNE) 


Lee Fields - Emma Jean 
(TRUTH & SOUL) 


Meshell Ndegeocello — 
Comet, Come To Me 
(NAIVE) 


The Sweet Inspirartions — 
The Complete Atlantic Singles 
Plus (REAL GONE) 


Various Artists — 
Ronn Records Story 
(VARESE SARABANDE) 


Various Artists — 
Dore: L.A. Soul Sides 
(KENT) 


Various Artists — 
Eccentric Soul: The Way Out 
Label (NUMERO GROUP) 


Various Artists — 

Wheedle’s Groove: Seattle 
Funk, Modern Soul & Boogie: 
Vol. 2 1972-1987 

(LIGHT IN THE ATTIC) 


ELECTRONIC 
D}j Rashad -— Double Cup 
(HYPERDUB) 


FKA Twigs — LPI (x1) 


Joey Anderson - 
After Forever (DEKMANTEL) 


Jungle — Jungle (x1) 


Kassem Mosse - 
Workshop Vol. 19 


(WORK!) 
Lone — Reality Testing 
(R & S) 

Luke Vibert — Ridmik 
(HYPERCOLOUR) 


Taylor McFerrin — 
Early Riser (BRAINFEEDER) 


Tensnake — Glow (viRGIN EM!) 


Todd Terje — It’s Album Time 
(OLSEN) 


Various Artists — 
Hyperdub 10.1 (HyPeRDUuB) 
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2 ONE-ACT OPERA 
MASTERPIECES TOGETHER 
FOR 1 MIND-BLOWING 
EXPERIENCE 


DIDO AENEAS / 
BLUEBEARD S 
CASTLE 


6 SHOWS ONLY! 


OCT 25 — NOV 15 
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JAZZ 


Ambrose Akinmusire — 
The Imagined Savior Is Far 
Easier to Paint (BLUE NOTE) 


Alfredo Rodriguez — 
The Invasion Parade 
(MACK AVENUE) 


Billy Hart Quartet - 
One Is the Other (Ec™) 


Bobby Hutcherson/David 
Sanborn/Joey DeFrancesco/ 
Billy Hart — Enjoy the View 
(BLUE NOTE) 


Dan Weiss — Fourteen (P|) 


Dave Douglas/Chet Doxas/ 
Steve Swallow/Jim Dozas - 
Riverside (GREENLEAF) 


Henry Butler/ 
Steven Bernstein — 
Viper’s Drag (BLUE NOTE) 


Ingrid Laubrock Octet - 
Zurich Concert (iNTAKT) 


John McLaughlin & 
The 4th Dimension — 
The Boston Record 
(ABSTRACT LOGIX) 


Keith Jarrett/Charlie Haden - 
Last Dance (Ecm) 


Marc Ribot Trio — Live at the 
Village Vanguard (P\) 


Medeski Martin & Wood 
+ Nels Cline - 

Woodstock Sessions Vol. 2 
(WOODSTOCK SESSIONS) 


Miles Davis — Miles at the 
Fillmore - Miles Davis 1970: 
The Bootleg Series Vol. 3 
(SONY LEGACY) 


The Nels Cline Singers — 
Macroscope (MACK AVENUE) 


Peter Brotzmann/Sonny 
Sharrock — WHAT THEFUCK- 
DOYOUWANT v(trost) 


Regina Carter — Southern 
Comfort (SONY MASTERWORKS) 


fr CF 


Steve Lehman Octet — 
Mise en Abime (\) 


The Bad Plus — The Rite of 
Spring (SONY MASTERWORKS) 


The Jimmy Giuffre 3 & 4 - 
New York Concerts (ELEMENTAL) 


Theo Croker — AfroPhysicist 
(OKEH) 


COUNTRY AND 
BLUEGRASS 


Bobby Bare Jr. — Undefeated 
(BLOODSHOT) 


Bruce Robison / Kelly Willis - 
Our Year (PREMIUM) 


Corb Lund - Counterfeit Blues 
(NEW WEST) 


Dale Watson — The Truckin 
Sessions Trilogy (RED RIVER) 


Jim Lauderdale — I’m A Song 
(SKY CRUNCH) 


Linda Martell — Color Me 
Country (REAL GONE) 


Old Crow Medicine Show - 
Remedy (ATO) 


Sammy Kershaw — 

Do You Know Me?: 

A Tribute to George Jones 
(BIG HIT) 


Sturgill Simpson — 
Metamodern Sounds in 
Country Music 

(HIGH TOP MOUNTAIN) 


Trampled By Turtles — 
Wild Animals (BANjODAD) 


Various Artists — 
Country Funk Il 1967-1974 
(LIGHT IN THE ATTIC) 


Willie Nelson — 
Band of Brothers 
(SONY LEGACY) 


FOLK 


Djohn Gorka —- Bright Side of 
Down (RED HOUSE) 


Beverley Martyn — The Phonix 
and the Turtle (LES COUSINS) 


Chris Smither — Still on the 
Levee (SIGNATURE) 


Dom Flemons -— Prospect Hill 
(FAT POSSUM) 


James Blackshaw -— Fantomas: 
Le Faux Magistrat 
(TOMPKINS SQUARE) 


Judy Collins -— Voices / 
Shameless (cLEOPATRA/WILD FLOWER) 


Linda Perhacs — The Soul of 
All Natural Things 
(ASTHMATIC KITTY) 


Martin & Eliza Carthy — 
The Moral of the Elephant 
(TOPIC) 


Peter Walker —- 

“Second Poem to Karmela” 
or Gypsies are Important 
(LIGHT IN THE ATTIC) 


Phil Ochs — Live in Lansing 
1973 (ROCK BEAT) 


The Duhks —- Beyond the Blue 
(COMPASS) 


Various Artists - 
Sacred Harp & Shape Note 
Singing 1922-1950 (sp) 


BLUES AND 
NEW ORLEANS 


Selwyn Birchwood — 
Don’t Call No Ambulance 
(ALLIGATOR) 


Aaron Neville — For the Good 
Times: The Allen Toussaint 
Se@SSiONS (VARESE SARABANDE) 


Bobby Marchan - 

There’s Something on 

Your Mind: The Greatest Hits 
(FUEL) 
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John Nemeth - 
Memphis Grease (BLUE CORN) 


Kenny Brown - 
Goin’ Back to Mississippi 
(FAT POSSUM) 


Kent Burnside — 
My World is So Cold (Lucky 13) 


Rebirth Brass Band — 
Move Your Body (BASIN STREET) 


Stooges Brass Band — 
Street Music LP (siNKING CITY) 


Sugaray Rayford — 
Dangerous (DELTA GROOVE) 


The Balfa Brothers — 
The Balfa Brothers Play 
Traditional Cajun Music, 
Vols. [=2 (ACE) 


The Mannish Boys - 
Wrapped Ub and Ready 


(DELTA GROOVE) 


WORLD 


Assagai — Zimbabwe (KEYHOLE) 


Bixiga 70 — Ocupai 
(MAIS UM DISCOS) 


Calle 13 — Multiviral (RAzor &Tie) 


Jaro Milko & The Cubalkanics 
- Cigarros Explosivos! 
(ASPHALT TANGO) 


Meridian Brothers —- Salvador 
Robots (SOUNDWAY) 
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Musi-O-Tunya — Give Love to 
Your Children (NOW-AGAIN) 


Muyei Power -— Sierra Leone In 
1970’s USA (SOUNDWAY) 


Noura Mint Seymali — Tzenni 
(GLITTERBEAT) 


Son Palenque — 
Afro-Colombian Sound 
Modernizers (VAMPISOUL) 


Sonido Gallo Negro - 
Sendero Mistico (GLITTERBEAT) 


The Black Hippies — 
The Black Hippies (AcADEMy) 


Toumani & Sidiki Diabate — 
Toumani & Sidiki 
(WORLD CIRCUIT/NONESUCH) 


Various Artists — Bombay Dis- 
co: Disco Hits from Hindi Films 
1979-1985 (CULTURES OF SOUL) 


Various Artists — 

Nho Viét Nam Xu'a - 
Nostalgique Vietnam: 
Chansons de Charme, 
Poémes et Prieres 1937-1954 
(BUDA) 


Various Artists — 
1970s Algerian Folk & Pop 
(SUBLIME FREQUENCIES) 


Warren Cuccurullo/Ustad 
Sultan Khan — The Master 
(SIX DEGREES) 


CLASSICAL 


Hilary Hahn - In 27 Pieces: 
John Adams - City Noir 
(NONESUCH) 


Anonymous 4 - Marie et 
Marion (HARMONIA MUNDI) 


Montserrat Figueras / Jordi 
Savall -— Voice Of Emotion 
(ALLA VOX) 


Harrison Birtwistle — 
Chamber Music (Ec™) 


Max Richter — Retrospective 
(DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHONE) 


Pierre-Yves Mace — 
Segments Et Apostilles (TZAbIk) 


ia Rossini — Otello DVD - 
Featuring Cecilia Bartoli 
(LONDON) 


Valentina Lisitsa — 
Chasing Pianos (DECCA) 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Angus Maclisen — New York 
Electronics 1965 LP 
(SUB ROSA) 


Fennesz — Bé¢s (EDITIONS MEGO) 


Glenn Branca — Lesson No. ! 
(SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 


Hauschka -— Abandoned City 
(TEMPORARY RESIDENCE) 


Hildur Guénadottir — Saman 
(TOUCH) 


K. Leimer —- A Period of 
Review (Original Recordings: 
1975 = 1983) (RVNGLNTL) 


Leyland Kirby Presents 
V/VM - The Death of Rave 
(A Partial Flashback) 
(HISTORY ALWAYS FAVORS THE WINNERS) 


M. Geddes Gengras - 
Ishi (STONES THROW) 


Tim Hodgkinson — Onsets 
(MODE) 


METAL 


Wolves in the Throne Room - 
Celestite (ARTEMISIA) 


Amarok/Hell — Split 
(PESANTA URFOLK) 


Dead Congregation -— 
Promulgation of the Fall 
(20 BUCK SPIN) 


Death — Leprosy (RELAPSE) 
Geryon — Geryon (GILEAD MEDIA) 


Gravehill — Death Curse 
(DARK DESCENT) 





Harassor — Into Unknown 
Depths (DA\s) 


Massacra — Day of the 
Massacrd (CENTURY MEDIA) 


Mortals — Cursed to See 
the Future (RELAPSE) 


Noothgrush/Coffins — Split 
(SOUTHERN LORD) 


Obsequiae — Suspended 
in the Brume of Eos 
(20 BUCK SPIN) 


Thou — Heathen 
(GILEAD MEDIA) 


OLDIES 


Various Artists — Lou Adler: 
A Musical History (Act) 


Lulu — The Atco Sessions 
1969-1972 (REAL GONE) 


Margo Guryan —- 27 Demos 
(OGLIO) 


Roy Orbison — Mystery Girl 
(Deluxe) (SONY LEGACY) 


Spanky & Our Gang - 
The Complete Mercury Singles 
(REAL GONE) 


The “5” Royals — 

Soul & Swagger: The Com- 
plete “5” Royals 1951-1967 
(ROCK BEAT) 


Various Artists — 

Big Lizard Stomp! Vol. 2: 
Teen Trash from Psychedelic 
Tokyo 1966-1969 (BAmMBOC) 
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Various Artists — 
Psychegaelic: French Freakbeat 
(KEYHOLE) 


Various Artists —- 
Imaginations: Psychedelic 
Sounds from the Young Blood, 
Beacon and Mother Labels, 
1969-1974 (GUERSSEN) 


COMEDY 


Ben Roy — No Enlightenment 
in Sobriety (GREATER THAN COLLECTIVE) 


Doug Benson - 
Gateway Doug 2: Forced Fun 
(ASPECIALTHING) 


Jim Gaffigan — Obsessed 
(COMEDY CENTRAL) 


Marc Maron — Thinky Pain 
(COMEDY CENTRAL) 


Nick Cannon - White People 
Party Music (NCREDIBLE) 


Patton Oswalt — 
Tragedy Plus Comedy Equals 
Time (COMEDY CENTRAL) 


Paul Mooney - A Piece of 
My Mind - God Bless America 
(WESTWOOD) 


The Sklar Brothers - 
What Are We Talking About? 
(COMEDY DYNAMICS) 


“Weird Al” Yankovic — 
Mandatory Fun (rca) 
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REGGAE 


Hollie Cook — Twice 
(MR. BONGO) 


Winston Jarrett & 
The Righteous Flames — 
Man of the Ghetto (iRoKo) 


Horace Andy -— Get Wise 
(PRESSURE SOUNDS) 


Lee “Scratch” Perry - 
Back on the Controls 
(UPSETTER) 


Scientist — Jah Life In Dub 
(ERNIE) 


Augustus Pablo — Original 
Rockers (ONLY ROOTS) 


Yabby You —- Deeper Root, 
Part 2 (PRESSURE SOUNDS) 


Various Artists — 

Bunny Lee’s Agro Sounds I0I 
Orange Street 

(KINGSTON SOUNDS) 


Various Artists — 
Reggae Gold 2014 vr) 


Various Artists — 
Soul Jazz Records Presents 
Studio One Dancehall 


(SOUL JAZZ) 
Arctic Flowers — Weaver 
(DERANGED) 


Blast! — Expression Of Power 
(SOUTHERN LORD) 


Dead Kennedys -— Original 
Singles Collection (MANIFESTO) 


Fucked Up - Glass Boys 
(MATADOR) 


Joyce Manor - 
Never Hungover Again 
(EPITAPH) 


Tigers Jaw — Charmer 
(RUN FOR COVER) 


Trash Talk — No Peace 
(ODD FUTURE) 


Various Artists — Taang! 
Records: The First 10 Singles 
1984-1988 (TAANG!) 


White Lung - Deep Fantasy 
(DOMINO) 


Zero Boys — Monkey (z-bisk) 


Various Artists — Begin Again 
(222 RECORDS) 


Various Artists — Boyhood 
(NONESUCH) 


Various Artists — Chef (MILAN) 


Max Richter — The Congress 
(MILAN) 


Olafur Arnalds — Gimme 
Shelter (MILAN) 


Alexandre Desplat — Godzilla 
(WATER TOWER) 


Various Artists — If I Stay: 
OriginalMotion Picture 
Soundtrack (water TOWER) 


Etienne Charry — Mood Indigo 
(MILAN) 


Jozef Van Wissem/Squril - 
Only Lovers Left Alive (arp) 


Various Artists — Palo Alto 
(DOMINO) 


Mica Levi — Under the Skin 
(MILAN) 








YOU LOVE THE BUTTONS 
THAT WE MAKE FOR... 


© oom 


WE'D LOVE TO MAKE 
SUME FOR YOU! 


24 SHAPES AND SIZES 


ot Buttons and Magnets 


SHIPPED IN o DAYS UR LESS 
FREE DIGITAL PROUF 


NU SET-UP FEES 
20 % NEW CUSTOMER DISCOUNT 


--- new customers only, may not be combined with other promotions --- 


USE PROMO CODE - AMOEBAZ014 


--- limited time offer --- 


BUTTONW©RKS.COM 


Promotional Button & Magnet Manufacturers - Since 1896 
916-333-3123 - 800-742-5354 
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DVDS & BLU-RAY 


MUSIC DYDS 


BB King — The Life Of Riley 
(MVD) 


The Beatles — A Hard Day’s 
Night (CRITERION) 


Billy Bragg — Live at the 
Union Chapel 
(COOKING VINYL) 


Dave Clark Five — 
The Dave Clark Five And 
Beyond: Glad All Over (Ps) 


Devo — The Men Who Make 
The Music + Butch Devo & 
The Sundance Gig (mvp) 


Elton John - 
The Million Dollar Piano 
(EAGLE ROCK) 


Gregg Allman - 

All My Friends: Celebrating 
The Songs & Voice Of 
Gregg Allman (ROUNDER) 


Guns N' Roses - 
Appetite For Democracy: 
Live At The Hard Rock 
Casino - Las Vegas 

(GEFFEN) 
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Martin Hannett - 

He Wasn’t Just a Fifth 
Member of Joy Division 
(OZIT) 


Metallica — Through the Never 
(BLACKENED) 


Morrissey — Introducing 
(WARNER BROTHERS) 


Peter Gabriel — 
Back To Front - Live In London 
(EAGLE VISION) 


Slapshot -— Chip On My 
Shoulder (TAANG!) 


The Who —- Quadrophenia: 
Live in London (ume) 


TV 
Black Dynamite: Season One 
The Blacklist: Season One 
Boardwalk Empire: Season Four 
Community: Season Five 
The Good Wife: Season Five 
House Of Cards: Season Two 


Orange Is The New Black: 
Season One 


Orphan Black: Season Two 
Parks & Recreation: Season Six 
True Detective: Season One 
Chicago Fire: Season Two 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 


DOCUMENTARY 
Adjust Your Tracking 
Cosmos: A Spactime Odyssey 
Elaine Stritch: Shoot Me 


Harry Dean Stanton: 
Partly Fiction 


| Am Divine 
Jodorowsky’s Dune 


HORROR 
Curtains 
Deadly Eyes 
Lake Placid [Collector's Edition] 
Scanners [Criterion] 
Sleepaway Camp [Collector's 
Edition] 
DRAMA/ 
COMEDY 
Alan Partridge 
The Grand Budapest Hotel 
Her 
Love Streams [Criterion] 
Only Lovers Left Alive 


The Essential Jacques Demy 
[1961-82] [Criterion] 


The Great Beauty [Criterion] 
Il Sorpasso [Criterion] 


Tie Me Up! Tie Me Down! 
[Criterion] 


Y Tu Mama Tambien [Criterion] 


BLU-RAY 


All That Heaven Allows 
[Criterion] 


The Big Chill [Criterion] 
Cannibal Holocaust 
Cry-Baby 

Deadly Eyes 

Death Spa 

Final Terror 

Get Carter (1971) 

The Legend Of Billie Jean 


Motel Hell 
[Collector's Edition] 


Ong Bak Trilogy 
Point Blank (1967) 


Twin Peaks: 
The Entire Mystery 


Under The Skin 
Without Warning 


ACTION/MYSTERY 


Enemy 
Filth 

Locke 

The Raid 2 
Sorcerer 


CLASSIES / 
MUSICALS 


All That Jazz [Criterion] 
Chaplin's Mutual Comedies 
Dark Crimes Vol. 2 

Marty (1955) 

Marx Brothers TV Collection 
Paris Blues (1961) 

Separate Tables (1958) 


ANIMATION/ 
KIDS 


Adventure Time: Princess Day 
Ernest & Celestine 

The Lego Movie 

Regular Show Season 3 


Toy Story Of Terror! 
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MAKE MUSIC 
HAPPEN 


If you think the only way to make a career in 
music is as a performer, you're only seeing half 
the picture. 
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450 Bryant St. San Francisco, CA 94107 tel. (415) 344.0886 
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Caan: 


How far is Baker? 
| was hoping to stop there for lunch. 


Grant Hart — Every Everything 


/ Some Something 

(MVD AUDIO/ CONDOR RED SEAL RECORDS) 
This was a record store day release, but as | 
write this | know there are at least two of these 
left on our shelves. This release contains a CD 
& LP The LP consists of favorites and unheard 
outtakes from Grant’s brilliant solo career and 
is a great primer for the uninitiated, but the real 
gold here is the DVD. You don’t have to even 
know who Grant Hart is to enjoy this biography 
of a genuine Rock n’ Roll icon. Told mostly by 
Mr. Hart with lots of vintage footage of inter- 
views and live action and him doing his super- 
rad cut and paste art. | thought | knew a little 
bit about Grant but | was surprised by some 
of the things he revealed about himself. I’m not 
going to give anything away but | will say there 
is the obligatory trash talk about Greg Ginn, 
but Grant does say some nice things about Bob 
Mould (Hey Bob! Hint, hint...). 


Parquet Courts — 


Sunbathing Animal 

(WHATS YOUR RUPTURE?) 

Parquet Court’s first album (American Specialties) 
was a very good yet sort of forgettable take on 
Brooklyn art-punk through the eyes of a group 
of smart kids from Texas—I highly recommend 
it if you can find it. Then came Light Up Gold, 


which hit us between the eyes with a combi- 
nation of Pavement and the Exploding Hearts, 
the Strokes and Dinosaur Jr—a monster album 
full of hooks you never saw coming.All compari- 
sons aside, Light Up Gold is a top notch album, 
but Sunbathing Animal is better. The members of 
Parquet Courts stretch out on this album and 
let the melodies breathe. It is definitely not as 
immediately gratifying as Light Up Gold but it is 
also far more rewarding; the Pavement influence 
is still apparent, but it now feels tempered by 
(dare | say it) the Velvet underground instead of 
the Strokes. They are still the Parquet Courts, 
but just a little more grown up. 


Bob Mould — Beauty & Ruin 
(MERGE) 

What can | say about Bob Mould? He put out 
two great albums in the last two years, published 
an autobiography (that | still haven’t read because 
I’m lame) and was in a documentary about his 
own life & times. Bob Mould founded one of 
the greatest American rock bands of the 1980s 
along with Grant Hart (Mr. Hart has his own 
section here too), then went on to a prolific and 
rewarding solo career. He formed the alternative 
rock band Sugar in the 90s and has peppered us 
with solo albums with styles that ranged from 
singer-songwriter acoustic stuff to electronic 
noise. His last two albums (Silver Age & Beauty And 
Ruin) return to the rock ’n’ roll days of yore and 
should be heard by all fans of good music. 


Swans — To Be Kind (YOUNG Gob) 
Mr. Gira, come on in. Close the door behind you 
and have a seat.So we wanted to talk to you about 
the new album; it’s brilliant, but three LPs again? 
Don’t you think that’s a bit much for your more 
feeble-minded listeners to take in? Oh, Young God 
is your label so you can do whatever you want... 
yes sir. OK... yes, | agree anyone unable to handle 
this probably should just buy a Now That’s What | 
Call Music comp. Thanks for your time. 


Husker Du —- New Day Rising & 
Flip Your Wig (sst) 


If you are not familiar with Grant Hart & Bob 
Mould’s previous band, these two albums are a 
great place to start. One of the most important 
American rock bands of the 1980s. Grant, Bob 
& Greg Norton may have hated each other at 
this point, but they were absolutely at the top of 
their game. These are two of my all-time favorite 
albums. 
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Grant Hart — The Argument 
(DOMINO) 

I’m not really sure how to approach reviewing 
this album ... two LPs of Genius? Glorious? But 
that still doesn’t explain the music. Grant is all 
over the place (in the best kind of way) but is 
also very true to what he does best: classic pop- 
rock hooks drenched in whatever noise he can 
slather on top with unexpected twists & turns 
and blurring the edges as much as possible. 
Maybe he’s embarrassed by his ability to write 
brilliant songs, so he subverts the pop canon, 
or he maybe he wants to challenge folks a bit 
and leave the simple pop to the Starbucks/Jack 
Johnson crowd.“Letting Me Out” is a fine Buddy 
Holly tribute, while “Underneath The Apple 
Tree” is unabashedly mid-1960s Ray Davies, and 
as “For Those Too High Aspiring” starts winding 
down, one can’t help but think of Neutral Milk 
Hotel, but those are the only real reference 
points | can find; this is all Grant Hart, and there 
is no mistaking that. | know this album came out 
last year, and | even gave it a half-assed mention 
in my last Music We Like, but it really rewards 
repeated listens. The more | listen to it, the more 
| like it & felt it needed a proper mention here. 


Los Canadians/Black Fork — 


Tour of The Curse 7” 

(SHUT UP RECORDS) 

The drummer for Black Fork keeps trying to sell 
me crack every time | step out onto Telegraph 
to smoke a little crack. | guess he thinks | like to 
smoke crack because | listen to his band some- 
times... Well, whatever you are into, you would 
be a fool not to pick up this reissue of 90s punk 
rock goodness. Recorded by The Dan Destructo 
& some dude called Billy Joe Armstrong back in 
"96: 


O-Type — Darling (mitviA sun) 

Bruce Anderson handed me this record and said 
| may never speak to him again after | listen to 
it... that is a damn fine recommendation, right? 
This is a reissue of Bruce, Jim Hrabetin, Dale 
Sophiea & some cat called Marc Weinstein going 


26 «MUSIC WELIKE »* Fall/Winter 2014-2015 


bat-shit crazy back in 1988. Brother Bruce has 
created characters with voices to go along with 
them (Hello! | am Stupido... Butch and his gang 
have been making me play this terrible game...), 
but his vocabulary on the guitar is what is 
important here—it’s like liquid insanity. There is 
no one with a voice like his on the guitar, and 
if you have any interest in hearing a guitar get 
turned inside-out by a pro, well, you might need 
to hear this. lt was also produced by some dude 
named Henry Kaiser (...?) and recorded by a 
Mr. Kevin Army at some studio that was called 
Dangerous. 


Tip: 

You haven’t heard of Buttons because you suck. That’s OK, 
your buddy Casey is here to help with that. Buttons is a rad 
Oakland band, and we will have their cassette soon. For 
now you can check them out at buttonsband.bandcamp. 
com. Yo! John Dwyer, why haven’t you signed this band? 


/ 


ALSYLXL 
Living in Bellowing Heights 


Swans — To Be Kind (YOUNG Gob) 


King Buzzo — This Machine 
Kills Artists (iPECAC) 


St. Vincent — St. Vincent 
(UNIVERSAL) 


Die Antwoord — Donker Mag 
(ZEF) 


Seun Kuti & Egypt 80 - 
Long Way to the Beginning 
(KNITTING FACTORY) 


€ a 
~ 2@ 2 
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I go to lots of shows. 


Bike for Three! — So Much 


Forever (FAKE FOUR INC.) 

Excellent § cross-continental — collaboration 
between legendary weirdo rapper Buck 65 
and Belgian electronic producer Greetings 
From Tuskan. Lots of quiet, eerie, mysterious 
sounds that play out like the soundtrack to 
an insomniac’s post-party music binge. Buck’s 





poetic ramblings shift in style and tone over 
Greetings From Tuskan’s understated produc- 
tion, which ebbs and flows with beautiful little 
emotional details. The album functions well on 
long stretches of highway at ungodly hours of 
the night, but really takes on a new life when you 
spend some time with it alone in headphones. 
My favorite Buck 65 project in years. Perfect for 
moments of profound reflection. 


Nocando — Jimmy the Burnout 
(HELLFYRE CLUB) 

Nocando has built quite the resume for himself 
over the last couple of years. Between spear- 
heading one of the most exciting hip hop collec- 
tives out of LA., Hellfyre Club, and hosting one 
of the most popular electronic nights out of 
anywhere, Low End Theory, it’s kind of a miracle 
that the man has any time to hit the studio to 
record. “Jimmy the Burnout’ is the culmina- 
tion of his insane work ethic, a monstrous body 
of work that’s loaded front to back with some 
of the heaviest anthems on any hip hop album 
this year. From the edgy club sounds of “Never 
Looked Better’ to the smooth introspection 
of the Dam-Funk-produced “Lucid Dreams,’ 
Nocando delivers lots of aggressive styles and 
lyrics that'll knock any half-assed albums out of 
your rotation. | find myself chanting the hook of 
“3rd World Hustle” every morning as a wake-up 
mantra, it’s just that good. Get in touch with your 
inner bad-ass and drop some dollars on this. 


K.Raydio x Psymun - 


LucidDreamingSkylines 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

Criminally slept-on collaboration between 
Minneapolis soul singer K.Raydio and producer 
Psymun. LucidDreamingSkylines is one of the 
smartest and prettiest contemporary R&B 


albums I’ve listened to in ages, with styles strongly 
influenced by hip hop and electronic music and 
songs that pay homage to traditional soul. From 
the moment the first notes of the dreamy intro 
cut echoed through my speakers, the album 
immersed me in its atmospheric sound and kept 
me enchanted for its duration. K.Raydio cites folks 
like Erykah Badu and Janelle Monae as influences 
but occupies her own beautiful space, with flighty 
vocals that compliment the music to perfection 
and colorful lyrics that deal with topics like school 
bullying and police brutality. Psymun impresses in 
a major way with his beats, taking you on a head- 
trip of choppy samples and mellow dreamscapes 
to vibe out to.When | learned how young this guy 
was my jaw pretty much hit the floor, and | have 
a feeling we're going be hearing more about this 
producer in years to come. Until then, | implore 
you to check out LucidDreamingSkylines, one of 
the strongest and most overlooked albums of 
2014. 


Taylor McFerrin — Early Riser 
(BRAINFEEDER) 

Brainfeeder have officially outdone themselves 
with this one.| was a fan of the album that Teebs 
put out earlier this year, E s t a r a, but Taylor 
McFerrin’s album floored me with its beauty and 
is hands down one of my favorite releases on 
the label. Early Riser is as emotive and intricately 
crafted as electronic albums come, with plenty 
of key and bass progressions that tug at my 
heart strings, plus a number of awesome collab- 
orations that offer up exciting results. Taylor 
plays most of the instruments on the album and 
samples his live takes to manipulate them, giving 
the project a jazz feel that’s further emphasized 
by support from folks like Robert Glasper and 
Taylor’s father, Grammy award-winning jazz musi- 
cian Bobby McFerrin. Too many standout songs 
to list here, but it would feel wrong for me not 
to mention “Place in My Heart” featuring RYAT, 
which damn near moved me to tears the first 
time | heard it. The off-kilter soul collabo with 
Nai Palm on “The Antidote” is another beautiful 
highlight, but the whole album is loaded with 
cuts and plays fluidly from beginning to end.A 
gorgeous breakthrough album that needs to be 
felt by the masses. 


Awol One & Gel Roc — 


The Cloaks (ABOLANO) 

Super strange and original rap stuff from 
Awol One & Gel Roc, delivered in that classic 
Shapeshifters/EX2 style. Awol and Gel have 
been holding it down since the Three Eyed Cowz 
cassette dropped back in ’98, and they spit 
their brand of raw raps all over this project, but 
it's Awkward’s beats that will make or break 
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this album for people. The production on this 
thing is like an untamed animal, bordering on 
electronic noise at times, with erratic drums 
and distorted bass blasting all over the place. 
It’s a challenging listen, but Awol One handles 
himself like a pro and sounds great over this 
style of production, with his deep stoner voice 
and devil-may-care attitude cutting through the 
abrasive sounds with ease. Gel Roc offers a 
heated alternative to Awol’s ramblings, spitting 
a variety of impressive cadences and aggressive 
styles. Throw in some truly interesting guest 
verses from Gonjasufi (who actually *raps* on 
this), Abstract Rude, Existereo and Grayskul, 
and you’ve got a bit of a leftfield hip hop banger 
on your hands.And in case this healthy dose of 
L.A. stylings isn’t enough of a Shapeshifters fix 
for you, Radioinactive has a new one out that’s 
dope as well. 


Tip: 
You should go to lots of shows. 


2A 
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Gustav Mahler - Lieder 
Featuring: Bernarda Fink / Anthony 
Spiri / Gustav Mahler Ensemble 

What | appreciate most about classical music 
is the honesty of emotion it demands of musi- 
cians; in this case specifically, the classical voice. 
This recording of Bernarda Fink, singing some 
of Mahler’s songs and song cycles (“Songs of a 
Wayfarer,’ “Kindertotenlieder” and “Ruckert- 
Lieder’), spotlights a sophisticated and ripened 
voice ready to be crowned with the highest 
achievement award available. Fragile yet full 
of maturity, Bernarda’s mezzo voice show- 
cases a wide range of emotions, from sheer 
joy to the deepest of despair. Miss Fink (she’s 
currently married to Bosnian official Velentin 
Inzko) wears the true meaning of each song 
she sings. Bravery of conviction immediately 
comes to my mind while listening to this prize. 
Pianist Anthony Spiri follows Bernarda’s lead 
devotedly on the shorter songs. The Gustav 
Mahler Ensemble delicately colors “Songs of 
a Wayfarer” as the Tonkunstler-Orchester is 
respectfully in sync with the mortal emotions 
of Mahler’s more somber pieces. A stunningly 
beautiful recording which reminds the clas- 
sical lover of how much we admire and appre- 
ciate honesty and bravery as well as maturity 
in music. The sound is crystal clear but more 
importantly, present. In every which way, this 
one is most definitely a keeper. 


Anton Bruckner - 

Symphony No.9 

Featuring: Bernard Haitink / 

London Symphony Orchestra 

Never thought that toning down the percus- 
sive intensity of a Bruckner ninth symphony 
would work. It definitely does here, as 
Haitink focuses on a purer sound without 
the clutter of muscular accents. Because a 
typical Bruckner symphony normally produces 
a meditative feel, this particular interpreta- 
tion of Haitinks played by the LSO makes a 
great deal of sense. It surprisingly feels almost 
weightless while adhering to melodramatic and 
elongated phrasing of the score which | find 
to be emblematic of an organ. Like a magician, 
Haitink establishes a weightless, ethereal effect, 
despite the rhythmic yet utterly slow shifting 
from a super-sized orchestra. Exquisitely 
graceful is the adagio movement. The previous 
scherzo movement can comparatively sound 
unbalanced, yet here Haitink is extra careful to 
remain steady despite its demands. This SACD 
hybrid recording produces a clear and lucid 
sound. Overall, an otherworldly experience. 


Richard Wagner - 
Wagner at The Met 


Featuring: Metropolitan Opera 
Orchestra / Melchior / Flagstad / 
Hotter / London / Varnay etc. 

This mammoth set (although it doesn’t LOOK 
it) contains five operas, plus the entire ring 
cycle (making it nine operas, a total of 25 CDs!) 
recorded live at the MET from 1936-1954 with 
a fabulous cast of Wagnerian singers and all for 
an amazing price of around 50 bucks... brand 
new! Of course this release is without any 
libretto. Sony released this set just this past 
year (I still haven’t fully listened to this 25 hour 
marathon), so it will take awhile for me to fully 
absorb. The fact that I’m still looking forward 
to finish listening to this box set should qualify 
it as a big recommendation. For such a low 
price, | was pleasantly surprised at not only the 
recording quality but the packaging as well. Each 
opera is smartly packaged inside a scratch-free 
digipack including a separate |25-page booklet 
with introductions to each specific recording 
as well as the appropriate synopsis. Just to 
name a few of the standout singers throughout 
this set are Kirsten Flagstad, Hans Hotter, 
George London, Victoria de los Angeles, Hans 
Hopf, Lauritz Melchior and so much more. 
Understandably, because of the early dates, the 
orchestra sounds thin, yet more importantly, 
the voices are clear and are pushed up front, 
providing the listener with a well-focused snap- 
shot of the greatest singers of the 20th century. 


A very rare opportunity to hear great singers 
sing extremely challenging roles. Most singers 
avoid Wagner until the end of their careers due 
to his heavy demands on the voice. Fascinating 
to hear the golden voices of yesteryear over- 
come such daunting obstacles. 


John Adams -— The Gospel 


According to the Other Mary 
Featuring: Gustavo Dudamel / 

Los Angeles Philharmonic / 

L.A. Master Chorale 

So far, my best find of 2014. This oratorio 
composed by John Adams and created by Peter 
Sellars is a combination of passages from the 
New Testament alongside modern day text, with 
the most moving parts written from prominent 
women writers. Scenes are of the last days 
of Jesus before his crucifixion as well as the 
resurrection. But it’s not so straightforward as 
that. After pushing play, one immediately hears 
Mary (mezzo Kelley O’Connor) wailing away 
inside a prison describing how a woman next 
to her cell is beating her head against the bars 
while howling like a wild animal. Sisters Mary 
and Martha have opened a homeless shelter 
for troubled women before welcoming Jesus 
into their home. There are only three charac- 
ters in this colorful oratorio; Mary, Martha and 
Lazarus. The chorus and the three counter- 
tenors represent the heavens (those parts are 
strictly taken from the bible). The intermingling 
of modern and biblical text is strongly matched 
by multiple layers of emotional vibrancy from 
the music, creating a kaleidoscope of inten- 
sity. The countertenors slither in and around 
each other, creating a spooky melodic quirki- 
ness. Lazarus sung by Russell Thomas belts 
out biblical passages similar to how a singer 
in a Broadway musical would. Martha (Tamara 
Mumford) respectfully pulls in the vibrato 
forming a tautness that shines with piety. It’s 
easy to say that there is SOQ MUCH music in The 
Other Mary, yet it’s surprisingly well balanced. 
Throughout this two-CD set, there is a threat- 
ening mood lurking close by as the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic shine yet again with their leader, 
Gustavo Dudamel. Hats off to Peter Sellars, 
who has imaginatively interwoven the various 
passages with emphasis on the feminist point 
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of view. Gorgeous writing taken from Dorothy 
Day, Louise Erderich, Rosario Castellanos and 
Hildegard von Bingen. For me, this recording 
has become very addictive. Important to note 
that the music does not in any way sound reli- 
gious. Dissonance is used to produce fear and 
uneasiness in the melody. There are refreshingly 
bright and joyous parts sung by The L.A. Master 
Chorale. The fun begins after pushing play. 


Venrem. J ‘ 
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Michael Yonkers — 


Michael Lee Yonkers 

(DRAG CITY) 

The Michael Yonkers Band — recorded 
Microminature Love in 1968. That record is a 
fantastic psychedelic garage record.A deal with 
Sire Records seemed certain, but that fell apart, 
then so did the band and Microminature Love was 
shelved. Yonkers was jaded by the whole experi- 
ence, but he didn’t stop making music. He just 
grew less ambitious. He took a job operating a 
forklift ina Minnesota warehouse, and he started 
making recordings in his basement. In 1972 he 
pressed Michael Lee Yonkers. This record is just 
your run-of-the-mill private press oddball loner 
quirk Midwestern country-folk record. Yonkers 
sings, yelps, he rambles, performs for children, 
giggles into the microphone as he pokes fun in 
song at his girlfriend’s shoes and immortalizes 
his love for a can a beer all in a folksy, one man 
and his guitar kind of way. 


Damaged Bug — Hubba Bubba 
(CASTLE FACE) 

You heard of the OCS? Or The Oh Sees? Or 
Thee Oh Sees? That’s John Dwyer. The guy just 
can’t seem to sit still. His latest effort, under the 
name Damaged Bug, is advertised as a record 
of “synthesizer suites.’ The cover itself is an 
homage to Silver Apples and Brian Eno. Not a 
bad place to start. The album itself is not over- 
saturated with electronics. The whole thing feels 
like an Oh Sees experiment with moogy synthe- 
sizers. Programmed drums, yes, but also plenty 
of live drums and a bit of guitar. All in all my 
favorite thing since Thee Oh Sees’ Sucks Blood. 


Ghetto Brothers — 


Power FuerZd (TRUTH & SOUL) 

The Ghetto Brothers hail from the South Bronx 
in 1960s. They weren’t a band so much as a 
gang who had some talented musicians. I’d like 
to tell you the story here, but | doubt | could 
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do it much justice. The CD includes an excel- 
lent 80-page booklet that paints an intriguing 
portrait. If you are a fan of the series American 
Gangster, you will enjoy their story. The music 
is Latin soul with elements of rock ’n’ roll and 
funk that doesn’t date itself with political mate- 
rial. Just genuine grooves and unique soulful 
ballads to enjoy. 


iw It?s A Vinyl World, 
After All (2008) - 


Directed by Michael Fremer 

An unintended window into the madness of 
record collectors, but you can learn some things 
too. 


C) True Detective (2014) - 
Directed by Cary Joji 
Fukunaga 

It’s a boom time for TV right now, and some- 
times | think we are becoming desensitized to 
good television. Even | find myself getting bored. 
Some of the better shows on TV feel mediocre 
after a few seasons, but most of these shows 
keep rolling on and | watch them because life is 
boring and entertainment is cheap. Occasionally, 
a show like “True Detective” comes around and 
raises the bar again. Good non-linear story- 
telling, great acting, fantastic writing, well-shot 
and -executed, this show checks a lot of boxes. 
Then there is that artistic factor that is intan- 
gible and impossible to define that elevates this, 
another cop show, into an elite sphere. Let’s 
hope they can keep it up. 


Jim Woehrle and Michael 


Yonkers — Borders Of My Mind 
(DRAG CITY) 

Michael Yonkers and his old bandmate Jim 
Woehrle collaborate on this 1973 privately 
pressed album. Woehrle adds a nice piano to 
Yonkers’ guitar on many of these basement- 
folk tracks. The goofball factor is present as 
these old friends seemed to have a good time 
making this record, but when it’s time to get 
serious, even a ringing telephone in the back- 
ground can’t ruin a take. The humor is really 
more tongue-in-cheek, like a couple of old pals 
trading deadpan one-liners in a holding cell at 
four in the morning. The record has an overall 
solemn and personal feel, the kind a good home 
recording should. 


Tip: 

Vinyl is a non count noun. It’s like the noun furniture. 
You wouldn’t say, “Hey, where are your furnitures?” 
Would ya? So you gotta say instead, “Hey, where’s your 
vinyl?” Singular like. Thank you. 





dim Lasktir 
Beverly whispers “fuck you” to Dottie 


Metal Urbain — Les Hommes 


Morts Sont Dangereux (CELLULOID) 
Reissue from this underated, awesome raw 
French punk band. You should buy this! 


Holly Golightly & 


The Brokeoffs — All Her Fault 
(TRANSDREAMER) 

The always-trustworthy Brokeoffs return with 
another awesome record. This one reminds me 
more of X than the others, which is good. You 
should buy this! 


The Birthday Party — 
Live 81-82 (4AD) 


A reissue of the long lost gem, packaged in gate- 
fold double LP Awesome live document. You 
should buy this! 


Various Artists — 
Paink: French Punk Anthems 
1977-1982 (BORN BAD) 


Awesome French punk compilation featuring 
Ruth Elyeri, Strychnine the Coronados and 
many more. You should buy this! 


Black Fork/Los Canadians — 


Tour Of The Curse 7” 
(STARCRUNCH) 

Reissue of this awesome, long lost gem origi- 
nally released in 1996 for the Black Fork/Los 
Canadians tour. Eight songs combined. Half was 
recorded by Billie Joe Armstrong (wow). You 
should buy this! 


Ritual Control -— No Affinity 7” 
(RESIDUE) 

Awesome Bay Area hardcore punk band. Fast, 
loud & blistering. You should buy this! 


Rudimentary Peni - 


Death Church (BETWEENTHE LINES) 
Awesome r-issue packaged as it came out in 
1983.A perfect record. You should buy this! 


K QADkR 


Berkeley Miserablist. 
www.petitmalmusic.bandcamp.com 


Edward Artemiev — Stalker / 


The Mirror (suPERIOR VIADUCT) 

A brilliant choice of reissues by the crew at 
Superior Viaduct, showing a nice breadth of 
listening in their catalog of excellent product. 
Artemiev’s scores for the Russian great Andrei 
Tarkovsky’s films are audio cinema at such a high 
level, perfect listening for the very early hours 
of morning when sleep either came to an end 
too soon, or never visited you in the first place. 
Let’s hope they continue with more Tarkovsky 
soundtrack reissues... please! 


Edward Artemiev -— Solaris 
(SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 

Pretty much, just refer to the other Artemiev 
piece mentioned here. Same thoughts, different 
score. If you pick up one, you'll want to grab the 
companion piece as well. 


HTRK — Psychic 9-5 Club 
(GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 

Ever more stripped down than the last release, 
Work (work, work), this is another slow burner 
from this melancholic Aussie duo. It’s quiet, 
subversive, slow and gets under your skin to 
ride in your veins taking you to parts unknown. 
| admit, it took awhile for this one to grow on 
me, much as the last one did, but patience has 
been rewarded. They'll not return to the sound 
of old when Sean was still alive and throwing 
around the thickest Aussie bass lines since Tracy 
Pew and Rowland S was producing and playing 
additional guitar, but after the loss of those two 
in the mix and the world, this progression into 
an introspective state of trance inducing female 
vocals and electronics is a worthy progression. 
How does one survive anyway? 


Mick Harvey — Intoxicated 
Man / Pink Elephants (mute) 


Yep, another reissue. This time it’s former 
Bad Seed Mick Harvey’s two albums of Serge 
Gainsbourgh covers sung in English that get the 
treatment. Harvey’s role in the Birthday Party 
as the glue that kept them from an even earlier 
self-destruction, then as multi-instrumentalist 
and backbone of Nick Cave & the Bad Seeds, 
and Crime & the City Solution at the same 
time, never really got the attention he deserved, 
and his soundtrack work was rather obscure 
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and not easy to find. These two solo albums— 
graced by the lovely Anita Lane’s vocals—have 
been favorites of mine since they were issued so 
many years ago. Now they’re available again as a 
double-disc set, along with two bonus tracks to 
further seduce you to purchase. No set date yet 
on the domestic issue of the vinyl version, but 
for now, those shiny silver plastic things will do 
just fine. Highly recommended. 


Nurse With Wound - 


Bar Maldoror (UNITED JNANA) 

| know, another reissue, right? Well... there 
aren't that many new offerings that have enticed 
me lately, and this is sort of a deadline push 
here, so deal with it. This offering from Steve 
Stapleton and cohorts is a collection of “live” 
performances through part of the project’s 
transitional phase, from dadaism on a platter to 
drone on a disc and other savory false conclu- 
sions. Wonderful stuff with a long list of contrib- 
utors, and an excellent listen in and of itself, the 
original album of material is here joined with 
truly live performances from European shows 
from the more recent era of NWWV, all of them 
excellent in their own right. The second disc 
alone is worth the price of admission. 


Tip: 

| may also mention the newest SWANS To Be Kind and 
the brand new BORIS release Noise, but my jury is still out 
on both of these. Need some more time to listen before 

Id make a recommendation of either, being completely 
honest, but based on the track records of these two bands, 
odds are rather good. Okbye. 


RP 
RPG works in the DVD department 
and in the Jazz/Classical/World Music 
section AKA “the Godfather.” 
He has been at the Berkeley store 
since 2010. 


ia The Punk Singer (2013) —- 
Directed by Sini Anderson 


This documentary is about the life of Kathleen 
Hanna, activist and singer of the legendary punk 
band Bikini Kill, as well as Le Tigre and other 
projects. It provides a context to the early 
1990s punk scene that gave rise to the riot grrrl 
movement, of which Hanna was a central figure. 
Included in the documentary is a large and excel- 
lent collection of archival footage and ephemera. 
According to The Los Angeles Times, early on, 
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when the film was being conceptualized, Hanna 
wanted it to include more women and did not 
want figures such as Fugazi’s lan MacKaye, Sonic 
Youth’s Thurston Moore or Beat Happening’s 
Calvin Johnson to dominate the discussion. 
Hanna told The LA Times, “I love those people, 
but | did not want them in the movie because 
they’re always used as the experts in terms of 
90s music and punk rock... | want women to 
be the experts. | don’t want these male experts 
to come in to make it legitimate.” 


ia Pussy Riot: A Punk Prayer 
(2013) -— Directed by 
Mike Lerner and Maxim 


Pozdorovkin 

On February 21, 2012, five members of the 
Russian punk band Pussy Riot staged a perfor- 
mance in Moscow’s Cathedral of Christ the 
Savior and were quickly stopped by church secu- 
rity guards. Pussy Riot members escaped arrest 
until March of the same year, when three of 
their members were arrested and charged with 
hooliganism. According to Pussy Riot, the femi- 
nist art collective, their protest was directed at 
the Orthodox Church leader’s support for the 
tyrannical Russian President Vladimir Putin. The 
documentary details the court cases of three 
of its most prominent members, Nadezhda 
Tolokonnikova, Maria Alyokhina and Yekaterina 
Samutsevich. While international support from 
the likes of Madonna, Bjork, Paul McCartney and 
other Western artists has shed light on their 
cases and on the overall repressive status in 
Russia, members of Pussy Riot have distanced 
themselves from those artists and from seeing 
art as a commodity. According to one member 
of Pussy Riot, “Orange”: “We're flattered, of 
course, that Madonna and Bjork have offered 
to perform with us. But the only performances 
we'll participate in are illegal ones. We refuse 
to perform as part of the capitalist system, at 
concerts where they sell tickets.” 


ia Tropicalia (2012) Directed 
by Marcelo Machado 

From beginning to end, this is a beautifully done 
project that excavates Brazilian cultural produc- 
tion in the context of the turbulent 1960s. It 
specifically focuses on the Brazilian artistic devel- 
opment known as Tropicalia, a radical artistic 
movement that combined popular art with the 
avant-garde. Although the artistic movement is 
mainly known for its musical components (e.g., 
Caetano Veloso, Gilberto Gil, Os Mutantes, Gal 
Costa and Tom Ze), the documentary demon- 
strates how film, theater, fashion, literature, etc., 
were also part of Tropicalia. In one of the many 


memorable moments of the film, musician and 
activist Caetano Veloso asks the “revolutionary” 
students of Sao Paulo in 1968: “What kind of 
youth is this? If you are the same in politics as 
you are in aesthetics, then we are done for! God 
is on the loose!” According to Veloso and others, 
the “revolution” was not just some abstract 
thing “out there” in society; it was also within 
them, there was a need for a revolution within 
“the revolution.” Dig it. 


ia Paths Through the Labyrinth: 
The Composer Krzysztof 
Penderecki (2013) - 

Directed by Anna Schmidt 


For over a year, documentary film- 

maker Anna Schmidt follows one of 

the greatest living composers of the 

late 20th century, Poland’s Krzysztof 
Penderecki. Penderecki is best known 

for works such as Threnody to the 
Victims of Hiroshima, Polish Requiem, St. 
Luke Passion and Anaklasis. Penderecki 
has also composed symphonies, 
operas, orchestral pieces and a variety 
of instrumental concertos, among 
other works. Anyone who is already 
a fan or is interested in knowing 
more about this amazing composer 
will find this documentary informa- 
tive and insightful (for example, | 
didn’t know just how much nature 
informs Penderecki’s works). Finally, 
don’t be surprised if you see Johnny 
Greenwood from Radiohead make 
an appearance (WTF?). Polish film- 
maker Andrzej Wajda speaking on his 
collaboration with Penderecki? That’s 
more like it. 


ia The Pervert’s Guide 
to Ideology (2012) - 
Directed by Sophie Fiennes 


Reflection theory suggests that culture is a 
projection of the social structure and rela- 
tionships into the public sphere, a screen 
onto which the film of the underlying reality 
or social structures of society are projected. 
Following a Marxist interpretation of culture, 
reflection theory asks: “Does the mass media 
create culture or merely reflect it?” According 
to sociologist Dalton Conley, “culture is like 
two mirrors facing each other: It simultaneously 
reflects and creates the world we live in.’ The 
Pervert’s Guide to Ideology, a sequel to Sophie 
Fiennes’s 2006 documentary, The Pervert’s Guide 
to Cinema, follows Slovenian philosopher and 
psychoanalyst Slavoj Zizek as he explores “the 





mechanisms that shape what we believe and how 
we behave.” The emphasis in this documentary 
is on ideology, again, asking the hard and impor- 
tant questions that many philosophers before 
Zizek have attempted to answer. However, what 
other philosopher engages questions of ideology, 
power and subjectivity through films such as Taxi 
Driver (1976), Jaws (1975) and The Dark Knight 
(2008)? Zizek does philosophy like nobody else, 
and this film beautifully captures it all. 


ia Let the Fire Burn (2013) - 


Directed by Jason Osder 
Since its founding in 1972, MOVE—a Black 
Liberation group founded by John Africa in 
Philadelphia—had frequent conflict 
with the Philadelphia Police 
Department.In 1978, the Philadelphia 
PD. raided the MOVE house and 
arrested nine of its members, forcing 
the group to move to a new loca- 
tion at 6221 Osage Avenue. On May 
13, 1985, after a long feud between 
MOVE and local officials, the city of 
Brotherly Love dropped a military- 
grade explosive on the roof of the 
house.As a result, a fire ensued and 
|! people (including five children) 
were tragically killed. The six-alarm 
fire destroyed 61 homes and was 
one of the largest in the city’s history. 
As the documentary demonstrates, 
Philadelphia authorities decided to 
“let the fire burn” for over an hour, 
even though firefighters were on the 
scene with water cannons. Only two 
people survived the destruction— 
Ramona, an adult, and Birdie, a child. 
With this documentary, Jason Osder 
sheds light on an almost forgotten 
tragic episode of U.S. history, while 
at the same reminds us of the ways 
in which Black radical folk lived 
communally and resisted. 


ia The Story of Medicine: 
Pain, Pus, & Poison (2013) - 
Directed by Alex Freeman, 
Ben Crichton and 


Giles Harrison 

Ever since Acorn Media Group launched Athena 
in 2009, | have been a fan of almost all the titles 
they have released, including this one, The Story 
of Medicine. Hosted by British journalist and 
doctor Michael Mosley, the three-part series 
examines much of the experimentation that 
led to many major medical breakthroughs. The 
documentary also explores the way in which 
humans’ relationship to pain, pus and poison has 
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shifted throughout the years. For example, the 
documentary details how, at first, poisons were 
killers, not lifesavers. It also explores how scien- 
tists went “from finding antidotes to poisons 
to applying poisons as a cure.” | really enjoyed 
watching this, and | highly recommend it. 


C) Cosmos: A Spacetime 
Odyssey (2014) — Directed by 


Ann Druyan and Steve Soter 
The 2014 Cosmos reboot brings science to life 
for a broad audience once again, through the 
unlikely-seeming team effort of Ann Druyan— 
partner of the late Carl Sagan—and Seth 
MacFarlane, with everyone’s favorite astrophysi- 
cist Neil DeGrasse Tyson serving as host. Tyson 
functions as a friend who knows how to capture 
your interest and draw links between seemingly 
disparate facets of science and universal human 
experience. Sit down and watch this with your 
friends, your parents, your kids, and, if you’re in 
the mood to piss someone off, maybe even a 
young earth creationist or two—they just might 
learn something. 


ia Martin Scorsese’s World 
Cinema Project (2013) - 
Directed by Various Artists 


Martin Scorsese started the World Cinema 
Project in 2007 with the mission “to preserve 
and present marginalized and_ infrequently 
screened films from regions generally _ ill- 
equipped to preserve their own cinema history.” 
A bit pricey, but well worth the buy. Seriously. 
The films included in this box set include: Touki 
Bouki, directed by Djibril Diop Mambety (1973); 
Redes, directed by Emilio Gomez Muriel and Fred 
Zinnemann (1936); A River Called Titas, directed 
by Ritwik Ghatak (1973); Dry Summer, directed 
by Metin Erksan (1964); Trances, directed by 
Ahmed El Maanouni (1981); and The Housemaid, 
directed by Kim Ki-young (1960). 


K enrsAm 


The Secret Sisters — Put Your 


Needle Down (UNIVERSAL REPUBLIC) 

Secret Sisters’ second album, Put Your Needle 
Down, is a great showcase of these young ladies’ 
talents. They released their debut album in 
2010. It was a pretty standard country record, 
produced by T-Bone Burnett and consisting of 
some beautiful covers of classic country songs 
and a couple very nice originals. On their most 
recent, they wrote many of the songs and vastly 
improved on their harmonies and singing in 
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general.The overall sound of the album is not just 
country, either. They certainly branched off into 
other musical territory, while still staying true 
to what they started out doing. Their vocals are 
Everly-esque but still remarkably original. | highly 
recommend this album to country fans that are 
looking for something fresh, not over-produced, 
and still a great record. Notable tracks: “Let 
There Be Lonely” and “Lonely Island.” These 
lonesome tracks both gave me chills. 


The Everly Brothers — Roots 
(RHINO/WARNER) 

Not the first Record Store Day reissue of this, 
and understandably so! This album is The Everly 
Brothers going back to their roots: Country 
and bluegrass. More so than their other music 
up until this point, this record moves between 
country and rock throughout. There are a couple 
beautiful ballads, notably “Living Too Close to 
The Ground.” However, there are more upbeat 
ones, like the country standard “Shady Grove,’ 
and the hot, electric “T For Texas.” The album 
also contains a bunch of clips from the Everly 
Family radio show, which is quite entertaining, 
since Pa Everly refers to the boys as Don and 
“Baby Boy” Phil. You can tell they are naturals 
even at such a young age. If you have not heard 
it, this record is a must-have. 


Oscar Brown, Jr. — Movin’ On 
(ATLANTIC) 

To be honest, | am not sure exactly when this 
album was reissued this time around, but | know 
it was fairly recent. Although, none of that really 
matters, cause this album kicks ass!! | mean, in 
the ’70s, you could not go wrong with Bernard 
Purdie drumming and having any of the guys from 
the band “Stuff” on a record. Oscar Brown, Jr. is 
a very poetic, witty writer, making much social 
commentary that is still relevant. Unfortunately, 
some of the lyrics may be considered by some 
as misogynistic, but the all-around soulful funki- 
ness of this record makes this one a keeper in 
my book. “A Ladiesman” is the serious jam off 
this standard funk record. 


Big Mama Thornton - 


Sassy Mama! (vANGUARD) 

A Record Store Day reissue, this funky 1974 
release by Big Mama Thronton really holds up. 
Pretty standard blues album with an insanely 
tight, swingin’ band. This lady’s voice has so much 
soul and good feeling to it. Also, the production 
of the album is SO nice. If you put on a nice 
set of headphones and give this one a listen, you 
will not be disappointed. The overall warmth and 
wetness of the reverb they used really brought 
this record to life. The band, consisting of some 


well known session players of the time, has 
some seriously sweet-sounding, straight-ahead 
drums, fatback bass, wailing blues organ and 
Cornell Dupree’s instantly recognizable, smooth 
Telecaster sound. Also, great saxophone on this 
one. Like | said, it’s what one may expect from a 
blues record of that time, but it is pretty special!! 
This is one you can put on and groove to all day 
long. Not a very easy one to come by but well 
worth it if you can find it! 


Todd Rundgren - A Wizard, 


A True Star (RHINO/BEARSVILLE) 

Seems like this is where Todd Rundgren discov- 
ered acid. This album is loaded with weird songs, 
crazy sound effects and oddball lyrics.Very few of 
the songs are straight-ahead rock, but the whole 
thing is captivating. This is THAT album for many 
people. It has some great players, including the 
Brecker Bros. and Rick Derringer to name a few, 
but most of the music is done by Mr. Rundgren 
himself. In my opinion, this album and “Something/ 
Anything?” are his masterpieces, and are must- 
have records for lovers of rock music. This album 
has been reissued many times, and they really 
crammed a lot of music onto one LP. Get the 
most recent reissue of this, see how it compares 
to the old, and have your mind blown by one of 
the more interesting pioneers of ’70s rock! 


Tac 


“I’m the salt of the earth, 
a real bad seed, 
all I'll ever be worth 
is all I'll ever need.” 


White Lung - Deep Fantasy 
(DOMINO) 

White Lung has been busy since 2007. After 
seven EPs and two LPs, this Canadian power- 
house delivers their most mature material to 
date. While the band has retained their trade- 
mark buzzsaw guitar riffs and manic tempos, 
this time around there’s a certain “sing-y-ness” 
to vocalist Mish Way’s normally shouted vocals 
that lends itself very nicely to the overall feel 
of these new songs. Having enjoyed everything 
they’ve done so far, | feel comfortable saying that 
this is their best effort yet. 





EYEHATEGOD - 
EYEHATEGOD (HousECcoRE) 


The 5th studio full-length from New Orleans’ 
favorite sons, EYEHATEGOD. More bluesy, 
southern rock influenced metal intricately 
crafted by the godfather’s of the genre. “Like 
Slayer dipped in syrup”. 


Integrity — 7th Revelation: 
Beyond the Realm of 
the Witch 7” (4389) 


Now this is the Integrity you fell in love with! 
Recently the classic 1995 Systems Overload lineup 
of Integrity, reunited to play the A389 Records 
10th anniversary celebration. And in the wake 
of that performance, they recorded this EP This 
is a one-sided seven-inch with an etching of the 
classic “‘lion-skull” logo on the B-side. This is 
’90s-style metalic hardcore the way it’s meant 
to be. My only complaint with this release is that 
it's ONLY one song. But it’s like they say, “Always 
leave ’em wanting more.” 


Broken Cross — Anti-Human 


Life 7” (HOLY TERROR) 

One-man_ blackened hardcore from Sweden. 
Mixing elements of ’80s punk/metal bands like 
G.I.S.M. and Septic Death with the influences of 
more contemporary metalcore bands like Integrity 
and Gehenna. This music is straight up evil. 


Ritual Control -— No Affinity 7” 
(RESIDUE) 

“Awesome Bay Area hardcore punk band. Fast, 
loud & blistering. You should buy this!” 


Chuck Ragan -— Till Midnight 
(SIDEONEDUMMY) 

The fourth full-length from troubadour extraor- 
dinaire Chuck Ragan. Ten more bluegrassy jams, 
for your enjoyment. The perfect soundtrack to 
drinking alone by railroad tracks. 


Cryptic Slaughter — 


Money Talks (RELAPSE) 

Originally released in 1987 on Restless Records, 
Cryptic Slaughter’s sophomore release has been 
faithfully reissued by Relapse Records. Some 
consider this album to be the band’s best work, 
and it’s easily one of the top cross-over/thrash 
records of the ’80s, if not of all time. 


Cryptic Slaughter — Convicted 
(RELAPSE) 

Were Cryptic Slaughter punks playing metal, or 
metal-heads playing punk? The answer is, “Who 
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cares?! This shit rips!” Cryptic Slaughter’s debut 
LP originally released by Metalblade Records in 
1986 is finally getting back on the record shelves, 
thanks to the folks at Relapse Records. 


Demonbrother — 


Beyond The Veil (IRON LUNG) 

New two-man project from Will Killingsworth 
(Laceration, Orchid, Vaccine etc.) and Andrew 
Jackmauh (Cut the Shit, Boston Strangler, 
Failures etc.). This band fits comfortably under 
the moniker of “powerviolence” but minus the 
blastbeats, not unlike later period Gasp. 


The Lowest Form -—- 


Negative Ecstasy (IRON LUNG) 

With the notable exceptions of bands like 
Heresy and Ripcord, I’ve never payed a whole 
lot of attention to the British hardcore scene. 
The Lowest Form is the perfect example of why 
| should start. 


Tip: 
Don’t bring a rubberband to a staple-gun fight. 


Tlichakrk 


International specialist, vinyl lover, 
tape enthusiast and 
sound artist/DJ/producer 
aka Selaroda. 
~ http://selaroda.bandcamp.com/ ~ 


Rock-A-Mambo & L’African 
Jazz — Souvenirs From Esengo 
1957-1961 (PLANET ILUNGA) 


This fantastic new double LP set is the second 
release from fledgling Belgian label Planet Ilunga, 
which specializes in reissuing “Golden Era’ African 
music on vinyl. Their first release, also a two-LP 
set, was a brilliant retrospective of the career of 
Congolese legend Grand Kalle, and it’s easily one 
of my favorite reissues of the last several years. 
This one is wonderful as well, showcasing early 
work from two of the most important bands 
from the Congo in the late 1950s. Beautiful music 
from a bygone time, with incredible packaging, 
great liner notes and high-quality pressing on 
thick wax. Highly recommended! 


Teebs — Estard (BRAINFEEDER) 
Lovely new record from Teebs... organic elec- 
tronic music with rich ambient textures and 
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crisp, fluid rhythms. For functional tasking, lucid 
thinking, deep zoning and sunny driving. 





St. Vincent — St. Vincent 
(UNIVERSAL) 

I’ve heard her previous recordings, but they 
never really grabbed my attention. This record 
feels like a big step forward, or maybe it just 
presses all the right buttons for me. Thoughtful, 
witty lyrics, catchy songs, dynamic performances 
and subtle yet interesting production. Makes me 
want to go back to her earlier work and see 
what | think now... 


Ashan - Breathknow 
(CONSTELLATION TATSU) 

Great new tape from this local Oakland musi- 
cian, on a fine local Oakland label. It incorpo- 
rates elements of ambient, drone, new age, folk, 
rock and especially electronic music. This album 
is an enjoyable, danceable journey that makes 
me think of majestic forests and sounds espe- 
cially good in a park on a sunny day. 


Boozoo Bajou — 4 (APOLLO) 
The latest album from this German duo finds 
them evolving again, exploring some more 


atmospheric territory than their previous work, 
and it suits them well. Overall, it’s definitely cine- 
matic, sounding at times a bit like a modern take 
on Morricone, with plenty of space and texture. 
There’s a wonderful jazzy intro that’s reminis- 
cent of the great Codona, along with an upbeat 
track or two, but the rest generally falls into the 
laid back, downtempo groove zone that they do 
so well. Feels like a night album to me, one that 
is enhanced by darkness and doesn’t quite work 
as well during daylight hours. 


Sean McCann & Maxwell 


August Croy -!/ 

(STUDENTS OF DECAY) 

Organic, meditative drones interlace with 
elegant, eastern vibes... cello and koto embrace, 
many strings vibrating the far reaches of the 
universe, activating its potential and bringing 
light and wisdom to previously dark places... 
this album goes deep... it’s sonically beautiful 
and spiritually uplifting, along with being simulta- 
neously stimulating and calming mentally. Really 
wonderful stuff! 


Various Artists — Porros 
Clasicos de Colombia 1950s & 


60s (SANITY MUFFIN) 

Lovingly compiled and thoughtfully sequenced, 
this deep, archival release features nearly an 
hour of fantastic Colombian Porro music (a very 
close cousin of the Cumbia). Visually striking 
packaging as always from this local label, and 
some really amazing tunes from roughly half of 
a century ago. The moods range from sultry and 
sentimental to gloriously bombastic and posi- 
tively buoyant. Guaranteed to melt your heart 
and move your feet! 


Tip: 

Support your local bands, labels and record stores. Build 
community, make friends and share your gifts with the 
world. Also, do your part to help keep huge corporations 
and corrupt governments from ruining the Earth.We’ve 
only got one home... 


j 
The guy with all the hats... 


BadBadNotGood - Ill 

(INNOVATIVE LEISURE) 

This Canadian jazz trio sounds like no other 
outfit doing it right now. Live instrumenta- 
tion welcome in any lounge or club, you'll find 
these guys filed anywhere from jazz to hip-hop 


Film, Music, Art, Beer. 
downtown 
Independent LA 


251 S. Main St. LA CA 90012 
downtownindependent.com 
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to electronica. Mellow and jazzy saxophone 
or piano filled tracks like “Confession” and 
“Differently, Still” belie the intensity of the 
group’s more imposing, bass-heavy “beats” such 
as ‘“Can’t Leave The Night” and “Triangle,” which 
also contrast against their more wavy, synth- 
heavy electronica styles in “Since You Asked 
Kindly” and “CS60.’ This really is a perfect 
instrumental album the whole way through. 
Beautiful and intense compositions with bass 
that slaps a smile onto your face. Seek out, find, 
enjoy. CD & vinyl. 


Ratking — So It Goes (x1) 

The lore of the rat king is an old and dark and 
creepy history. Said to arise in the rubble and 
the struggle when a large number of rats grow 
together while their tails are intertwined with 
blood, dirt, feces and knots. (Google image 
that ish). Well, New York being the birthplace 
of rubble and struggle and darkness in the 
New World, it’s no surprise that this environ- 
ment would produce the likes of the post hip 
hop crew called Ratking. A group not living 
off others, as the lore of the literary rat king 
suggests, but more living off their own stories 
of upbringing and the harsh realities of life in 
a giant urban cradle of filth. Musically, their 
sound is very different than any hip hop on the 
market right now. Gritty, dark and sometimes 
chaotic beats provide the backdrop for the 
grittier, darker and more chaotic rhyme styles. | 
hesitate to make comparisons like this, but the 
closest description | could muster is that their 
sound reminds me of the U.K. grime scene. It 
has that layer of grime, and even sometimes 
seems like there is an accent in their voices 
that sounds unlike any N.Y. accent I’ve heard. 
More grit, more grime, more pain. However, 
even amongst all this darkness a light shines.A 
gleam from the many menacing eyes... of the 
Ratking. CD & vinyl. 


The Green Seed —- 


Drapetomania 

(COMMUNICATING VESSELS) 

Though not out as of this writing, but will be 
upon print, an advanced copy came my way, 
and | just couldn’t wait to include this review 
here. Listening to this album, you would never 
guess these cats come out of Birmingham, Ala. 
| can’t express enough how refreshing it is to 
hear something coming out of the South that 
is so different, and so representative of good 
ass hip hop. Sounding like Golden Era boom- 
bap exerting its continued existence in the 2|st 
Century—it’s feel good, it’s nostalgic, it’s new 
and fresh. It’s a journey.And that’s fitting consid- 
ering the title, Drapetomania, pronounced druh- 
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pet-oh-may-nee-uh, a 19th Century pseudosci- 
ence term referring to a “disorder” that causes 
a slave’s urge to flee. To top it off, the folks at 
EHQuestionmark provide amazing embossed 
artwork for the cover. CD & vinyl. 


Omid Walizadeh — 


Modern Persian Speech Sounds 
(BTA’AROF RECORDS) 

Omid, also known as OD, is the man behind 
some of the best underground music to come 
out of LA.in the 1990s.With his single-handed 
production of one of the seminal Project Blowed 
compilations, Beneath The Surface, featuring more 
than 30 MCs, and with multiple solo beat albums, 
he has solidified himself as a beatmaker with an 
ear like no other. Modern Persian Speech Sounds 
is no different in this matter. | bought it knowing 
nothing about it and solely on the strength of 
Omid’s discography.With sides A & B only listed 
as Parts | & 2, respectively, Omid seemingly 
takes you on a ride through some worldly crate- 
digging, sampling the sounds the title might 
suggest, but lacing them with a modern twist of 
sonic bombardment, giving form and backbone 
to the music. Highly recommend.Vinyl only. 


Jaded Incorporated — 


The Big Knock (CASABLANCA) 

Jaded Incorporated (Mayer Hawthorne and 
l4KT) team up to change the landscape of 
music. Their new sound, dubbed beat wave, is 
an amalgamation of new wave, soul and modern 
hip hop beatmaking. Perfect for the headphones 
or the club’s dance floor, Mayer’s voice synt- 
hily soars over |4KT/Hawthorne production 
and is a perfect match for the Dilla-produced 
track “Monster.” Very synth-heavy and sexy, with 
colors of Prince.Vinyl only... for now? 


Tobacco — Ultima II Massage 
(GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 

Black Moth Super Rainbow’s Tom Fec, aka 
Tobacco, delivers another psychedelic electro- 
rock masterpiece.A challenging listen for some, 
but once acclimated, the jarring and noisy foun- 
dations become structured and forming. Out of 
the ethereal comes a face, singing gothic lullabies 
and sending you to another plane of existence. 
Floating on fragments of digital colors and pixe- 
lated bytes of human experience. CD & vinyl. 


Tip: 

The plural of vinyl is VINYL. 7”s shouldn’t be more than 
$7. Download codes should be STANDARD with vinyl 
purchase. Hipster on hipster crime is at an all-time high. 
Science is the new magic. If you dig for vinyl, treat the 
records nice please. Jared Leto works here.At least his 
eyes do. 


Notes: 
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1822 W. SUNSET BLVD. LOS ANGELES, CA90026 © THEECHO.COM // TWITTER.COM/THEECHOLA // FACEBOOK.COM/ECHOLA 


aT pnorieRvo0D THE AISLERS SET MERCHANDISE 


with MUSIC BAN 
SEPT 26 THE ECHO SEPT 26 ECHOPLEX 


alt Ed te 

THURSTON MOORE EX HEX 
SEBADOH SPEEDY ORTIZ 
OCT 10 ECHOPLEX LAFONT OCT 12 THE ECHO 


TOM VEK 
OCT 23 THE ECHO 


SECRET CHIEFS 3 J. MASCIS 
perrorminc MASADA” wit LULUC 


NOV 4 ECHOPLEX NOV 14 THE ECHO 


SPAC E LAN D PRESENTS 
sept 25 ARCA @ First UNITARIAN CHURCH 
sePT 26 & 27 WAY OVER YONDER 


JACKSON BROWNE # LOCAL NATIVES # LUCINDA WILLIAMS 
CHRIS ROBINSON BROTHERHOOD + JAMESTOWN REVIVAL + HEARTLESS BASTARDS + MORE 


@ SANTA MONICA PIER / COMPLETE LINEUP AND TIX AT WAYOVERYONDER.NET 


oct 9 SUN KIL MOON @ THE Fonpa 
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SEPT 7 ECHOPLEX 


MUTUAL BENEFIT 


wna JULIE BYRNE 
OCT 16 THE ECHO 


ICEAGE 
WITH HELM 
A L THE co 


DREAM SYNDICATE 


wit FROTH 
NOV 22 ECHOPLEX 


THE 

REGENT 
oct 6 BEACH FOSSILS 
oct 7 ANGUS & JULIA STONE 
oct 16 MG wr Holy CHILD 
oct 21 METRONOMY 
oct 22 & 23 IV ON THE RADIO 
oct 24 DALE EARNHARDT JR. JR. 


ocr 25 ST. LUCIA 
nov 18 SOUTHERN SOUL ASSEMBLY 








SAN FRANCISCO 





PAIN Ay 


MLA 


Maria Minerva — Histrionic 
(NOT NOT FUN) 


Bohren & Der Club of Gore - 
Piano Nights (\PpECAC) 


HTRK — Psychic 9-5 Club 
(GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 


Ensemble Economique - 
Light That Comes, 
Light That Goes (DENOVALI) 


Lewis — L’qmour (LIGHT INTHEATTIC) 


Roy Lanham - The Spectacular 
Six-String of Roy Lanham 7” 
(CEDWICKE/SUNDAZED) 

Decades before Sonic Youth and their fellow indie 
rockers re-appropriated the Fender Jazzmaster 
guitar, Roy Lanham plucked and boogied his way 
along the then very new instrument and cut some 


Pa 
git? HinGs 
QING 

ong QING yp ING 


oy glNe “ 
VING ONG iy 


dine “Hg 


ae ~—, — ~ bing 


very cool, fun numbers. Sundazed’s Record Store 
Day release of these four instrumental diddies 
fits somewhere between rock and country jazz. 
Not quite dirty enough to be surf, but a little too 
plinky to be jazz, this 7” is just a fun listen and a 
great record of what the now iconic guitar was 
originally meant sound like. Thanks again to Tom 
for this recommendation! 


The She’s — Dreamers 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

This S.F. garage-pop quartet’s new EP takes a 
darker turn while still retaining all the great pop 
sensibilities of their earlier record. While firmly 
rooted in the girl group sound of the ’60s, The 
She’s are leaning more and more towards rock 
side of things on this record.A lazy comparison 
could be made to bands like Best Coast but, 
unlike most of the bands of that ilk, The She’s’ 
catchy and confident melodies and effortlessly 
interesting instrumentation are too strong to be 
masked by a bunch of guitar pedals and vocal 
effects.And their live shows are even better than 
their records, so get out there and see ’em! 


Motorhead -— Ace of Spades 
(MERCURY/BRONZE) 

This is one of the best rock records ever and 
now you can buy it new on vinyl again. 


The Shangri-Las — Leader of 


the Pack (RED BiRD) 
This classic of teenage angst and fantasy is one 
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of the darker entries in the girl group canon. 
Motorcycle tragedies, misunderstood boyfriends, 
unforgiving parents and threatened elopement 
all await you on 180 gram vinyl! Just how is it 
that girls so young could record one of the best 
songs about nostalgia? And what a cover! 


Albert Hammond Jr. -— AHJ 10” 
(CULT) 

This Strokes guitarist’s latest EP may be his 
best work yet. Fans of the early Strokes albums 
should dig the “early Strokes-iness” of tracks 
like “Strange Tidings” and “Rude Customer,’ and 
“Cooker Ship’s” hypnotizing guitar line adds a 
new texture to his trademark angular sound. It 
seems that this is a deeply personal album but, 
as is the case with the best Strokes songs, the 
coolness of the sound tends to misdirect your 
attention from the brunt of the anguish. 


The Jimi Hendrix Experience — 


Purple Haze 7” (SUNDAZED/LEGACY) 
Believe it or not all the singles and album tracks 
for Are You Experienced were originally intended 
and mixed for mono, and Sundazed has reissued 
The Experience’s second single, “Purple Haze,’ 
the way it was first released. The differences are 
subtle, but the bass has a little more attack, the 
kick drum packs a more powerful punch, and 
there are some vocal details that tend to get 
lost in the stereo mix. While “Purple Haze” was 
a monumental release, setting a new precedent 
by blending blues, rock and psychedelia, its flip- 
side, “51st Anniversary,’ is a cool reminder of 
the time before Hendrix delved into the far out 
realms of rock and was essentially playing garage 
R&B. 


ia Inside Llewyn Davis (2014) - 
Directed by Joel & Ethan Coen 


The Coen Brothers’ take on the 60s Greenwhich 
Village folk scene is on the subtler, bleaker side 
of things, but it’s one that leaves you thinking 
about it long after you watch it. The anti-hero 
title character is a struggling musician who pulls 
no punches and consequently no punches are 
pulled on him. There’s no clear message or 
moral to the film, but it’s loaded with ques- 
tions regarding the nature of showbiz, integrity 
and plain human decency. Also John Goodman 
has a particularly entertaining and unnerving 
appearance. 


ia Throne of Blood (1957) - 


Directed Akira Kurosawa 

Kurosawa’s treatment of Macbeth in feudal Japan is 
one of his all-time best. Defying genre by perfectly 
blending humor, drama and action, Throne of Blood 
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is a visceral film experience in which the ingenuity 
and passion of the filmmaking are just as present 
and alive as its superb cast. No modern special 
effect could ever match the sheer madness of 
watching hundreds of real arrows being shot at 
Japanese film legend Toshiro Mifune. Criterion’s 
new Blu-ray/DVD release beautifully captures the 
subtly epic cinematography and includes supple- 
mental videos and essays. 


ud PLL 


AKA Odessa Lil: 
available for weddings, Bar Mitzvahs, 
séances, and home foreclosures. 


Various Artists — Warfaring 


Strangers: Darkscorch Canticles 
(NUMERO GROUP) 

This comp is a work of art; worthy of the groov- 
iest coffee table, shag rug, or hi-fi in the shire. 
Taking full advantage of the expansive canvas 
that vinyl packaging offers, this collection of 
1970s D&D-meets-Led Zeppelin-influenced 
rock takes stoner doodles to a new artistic high. 
Blue foil tooling on graph paper backgrounds 
and pencil sketches of glorious dragons provide 
the most excellent visual companion to heavy 
duty rock ’n’ roll songs by bands with names like 
Stonehenge, Wizard and Triton Warrior. If you 
ever wondered what the mossy crevice between 
"60s garage rock and ’70s metal sounded like, 
this collection is for you. 


Various Artists — Only Lovers 
Left Alive [Soundtrack] (atTP) 


Even without the memory of the fine film it 
accompanies, this soundtrack works well as an 
atmospheric standalone, the perfect background 
sounds for when you’re contemplating infinity or 
organizing and cataloging all that you’ve accumu- 
lated over the past eon. The music is composed 
and performed by JozefVan Wissem and SQURL 
(that’s Jim Jarmusch’s band!) and also features 
Zola Jesus, Yasmin Hamdan and Madeline Follin 
(Cults). 


— 


ye 


ia Only Lovers Left Alive (2014) 


- Directed by Jim Jarmusch 

Only Lovers Left Alive sells itself immediately: Jim 
Jarmusch makes a vampire movie. If you're like 
me, and you might be if you made it this far 
through my reviews, you were both dying to see 
his take on immortality but also fearing the conse- 
quences. It turns out that a vampire tale is perfect 
for Jarmusch, master of the patient long take. 
In the reality of the two starring eternal lovers, 
Adam (Tom Hiddleston) and Eve (Tilda Swinton), 
there is no haste. Characters are free to reveal 
themselves in real-time without jump cuts and 
montages. We learn that eternal life leaves lots 
of time for art appreciation and that art is inclu- 
sive: Schubert and Charlie Feathers and Byron 
and Jack White... it’s all equally valid to someone 
who has seen it all and plans to see more. The film 
begs the question and gives the answer: What is 
important in life if not art and love? 


ia The Grand Budapest Hotel 
(2014) -— Directed by 


Wes Anderson 

| believe this to be one of Wes Anderson’s best 
films, although | may be partial to the subject 
matter, meticulous art direction and fantastic 
performances. For most of my childhood, my 
family and | spent summers in ancestral coun- 
tries in Eastern and Central Europe. These were 
cheap places for Americans to stay at the time, 
countries that you only went to if you (or your 
family) were from there. These places had seen 
better, more elegant days, with traces sometimes 
visible, hovering just above the Soviet-imposed 
kitsch like a ghost.As a kid, | was hyper-aware of 
these layers of history in every building, street 
and park. There was nothing like it in America, 
and, until Anderson’s The Grand Budapest Hotel, | 
had never seen a movie that managed to capture 
that feeling so completely. 


Tip: 
Check out my TV-on-the-Internet show, Speakeasily: 
Speakeasily. TV 


b LMA ANAM. 


Those who stare into the mouth 
of the beast, blessed be. 


Dead Congregation - 


Promulgation of the Fall 
(PROFOUND LORE) 

“Your Kingdom ultimately collapsed Splendor 
decayed by your own decrepitude Muttered 
lamentations, the hopelessness of hope Imminent 
submission The Fallen Angel is rising...” 


Teitanblood — Death 
(NORMA EVANGELIUM DIABOLI) 

“As mankind sheds skin to 

wear the night and naked horror, 

and the voice of the black earth echoes 
from within their hearts: 

now night lives in their souls 

in the bright summer day, 

and laughter is strained by terror, 
voices hoarse with false prayer.’ 


Irkallian Oracle — 


Grave Ekstasis 

(NUCLEAR WAR NOW! PRODUCTIONS) 

“The angels all drowned in lamenting flesh 
Infinity choked beneath a human face 

And the word of god is froth from putrid lips 
Crucified to dull hopes and faiths” 


impetuous Ritual - 
Unholy Congregation of 
Hypocritical Ambivalence 
(PROFOUND LORE) 

“Destitute, initiate unto emptiness 
Ascension of godlessness 


Worship of despair 
Wilt” 


8 rend Vamed 


Blessed to have worked in 
all three Amoeba stores! 
Currently holding it down in the beautiful 
city of San Francisco, with some 
guest appearances in Berkeley. 


Finish Ticket — Tears You Apart 
(ATLANTIC) 

Bay Area boys break into the big time with Tears 
You Apart, an album that was originally self- 
released then remastered and beefed up after 
signing to Atlantic. Thumping rhythm section 
sprinkled with keyboards and made-for-stadium 
sing along choruses always makes for a good 
“Summer” album. 


Lana Del Rey — Ultraviolence 
(INTERSCOPE) 

The third album from Lana is the absolute T! 
Produced by Dan Auerbach (Black Keys), LDR 
gives us all she has and leaves us soaking wet. 
Stand out tracks: “Brooklyn Baby” & “Sad Girl.’ 
Lana is the real deal, people... 
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Kristeen Young — Knife Shift 
(TVPI) 

Kristeen’s seventh record is stripped bare. 
Guitar, piano, bass and drums (provided by Dave 
Grohl). Knife Shift is her most honest offering to 
date, however, and tunes such as “Rough Up The 
Groove” and “This Is War” prove that Kristeen 
is a force to be reckoned with. Current fabu- 
losity with throwback hues... Perfect. 


Black Keys — Turn Blue 
(NONESUCH) 

More of the same from Dan & Patrick, but we’re 
always guaranteed a good time. Danger Mouse 
adds just the right stuff (again) to make this the 
perfect album for a long road trip, or other 
activities... 


Jack White — Lazaretto 

(THIRD MAN) 

The latest opus from Jack is being billed as an 
“Ultra” LP, and if you’ve had the pleasure of 
handling one, you know why. It’s as if he’s been 
taking notes for his entire life on how to please 
even the most meticulous record geek and 
then throwing all of it on one record. It’s simply 
breathtaking, and best of all, it’s an EXCELLENT 
album musically! Check it out! 


Tip: 
ALWAYS check Amoeba.com for things you think that you'll 
“never find”! 


SBrtLam 
l.icC.amm 73 


Tim Timebomb And Friends 


- Tim Timebomb And Friends 
(HELLCAT) 

When Tim Armstrong is not recording and 
touring with Rancid and The Transplants, he’s 
writing and recording with his friends. This 
collection of originals and covers is incredible, 
and | can’t wait for the next record. 


Street Dogs / No!se — 


Split 10” (PiRATE’s PRESS) 

Two amazing bands on one great split. Street 
Dogs cover a song by Steve Earle titled “Johnny 
Come Lately.’ This track is my favourite by a 
long shot, but the whold split rules from start 
to finish, 
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LAMAN: 


Todd Terje — It’s Album Time 
(OLSEN) 


Seahawks -— Paradise Freaks 
(OCEAN MOON) 
Luxurious, balmy Balearic sunset jams. 


Jon Hassell -— City: Works Of 


Fiction (Expanded Edition) 
(ALL SAINTS) 
Sci-Fi Fourth World Funk 


Woo —- When The Past Arrives 


(DRAG CITY) 
garden-core 


Crisis — Kollectiv (LAVIDA ES UN MUS) 


Pye Corner Audio — Black Mill 
Tapes (Volumes I -4) (TYPE) 


Moodymann —- Moodymann 
(MUSIC FOR DREAMS) 

Requested by KD] himself on the inner sleeve to 
eat a box of chicken, biscuits and enjoy a bottle 
of malt liquor while consuming in one sitting. 


Various Artists — Classic 


Balearic Mastercuts Volume | 
(MASTERCUTS) 

Unbelievably great compilation from 1996. Far 
from new, but who cares? Easily the used CD 
find of the year for me. Haven’t gone a single 
day without it. Tullio De Piscopo’s “Stop Bajon 
(Primavera)” is quite simply the best song ever, 
and along with Curve’s Cuckoo, | dedicate it to 
my Balearic friend Luciano Talpini Aita. 


The Jaded 
BH ADDAL 
More jaded, less hip! 


Love - Black Beauty (HIGH MOON) 
Forever Changes gets all the glory, but I’ve 
always preferred the later, more overly Hendrix- 
styled version of Arthur Lee and company. This 
totally infectious recording, finished in 1973 but 
believed lost until now, features the same group 
as 1974’s Reel To Real, but a far stronger selec- 
tion of songs. 


The Delta Nudes — 
Greatest Hiss (RALPH) 


ia The Allman Brothers Band/40 
(2009) 


Jethro Tull — Passion Play- 
extended performance 


/ 20 
LT MN A: Camed. 
MUSIC!!! 


Karol Conka — Batuk Freak 

(MR. BONGO) 

Finally! | get to write about this, my most 
listened to album (by far) of the last year. | got 
a promo of this nearly a year ago, but there was 
no (domestic) release date in sight! But now 
the folks at Mr. Bongo have made it available 
here. It sounds like Missy Elliott meets Lauryn 
Hill, but in Portuguese, and with the beats being 
augmented by samples from obscure (to these 
ears) Brazilian records. | cannot possibly convey 
how much fun this record has been for me 
to listen to, to try and work out the lyrics, to 
bounce to. And while | admit that I’m inclined 
to like “this sort of thing,” I'll submit that if you 
like fun in your old-school Hip-Hop, and you dig 
“Brazilian beats’-type stuff, you should try this. 
| recommend listening in a car, or, barring that, 
quite loudly on your home stereo. 


The Roots —...And Then You 


Shoot Your Cousin (DEF JAM) 

Whoa. This album, clocking in at 33 |/3 minutes, 
is a thematic work, picking up where undun 
left off/began, but with much more in the way 


of “whut tha...?” and only about 10 minutes of 
raps, if | had to guestimate.And while you might 
think Black Thought is getting short shrift here, 
look at it like this: Every time he gets on the mic 
is a treat. He’s like the icing on a very weird cake. 
Very weird. Like if you described the cake to me, 
| might not eat it, but I’m glad | grabbed a slice 
before anyone told me what it was. You should 
try it. Evidently, there’s an opera. | recommend 
headphones. Over the ear ones. Or listening in 
front of two speakers. Sit yourself down. It’s only 
33 |/3 minutes. 


Alfredo Rodriguez — 


The Invasion Parade (MACK AVENUE) 
Latin jazz with ZING!! 


Ani Cordero — Recordar: 


Songs of Love and Protest 

(CD BABY) 

Former Pistolero drummer Ani Cordero covers 
Latin American songs from the ’30s to the ’70s, 
including Los Panchos, Chavela Vargas and Os 
Mutantes. Simple, yet effective arrangements, 
along with Cordero’s unaffected voice, make this 
a pleasant surprise. 


Seun Kuti & Egypt 80 - 


A Long Way to the Beginning 
(KNITTING FACTORY) 

He’s got pops’ old band, he’s got Robert Glaser 
co-producing and he’s got the righteous anger. 
First track, ““I.M.F,” sets the tone, the rest holds 
up nicely. 


Tip: 

If you want to investigate more latin pop, check out NPR’s 
alt.latino blog, which is pretty good from my (non-latino) 
perspective. 


Also the label Mais Um Discos, is a british label putting out 
conteporary brazilian music, and they are bringing it! The 


compilations “Daora” and “Rolé” are excellent introductions 
to the now sounds from the “land of sun and samba”. 


—Y 
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ne) LAR: 


Jack Ruby — Hit & Run 

(SAINT CECILIA KNOWS) 

NewYork’s hidden titans!! Don’t let the Thurston 
Moore quote turn you off. 


K. Leimer — A Period of 
Review (Original Recordings: 
1975-1983) (RVNG) 


Some really good strangeness from _ the 
Northwest circa 1975-1983. 


Heldon — Allez-Teia 

(SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 

It may be the mellowest record in the cannon, 
but it is also the most beautiful and subtle. 


Edward Artemiev — 


The Mirror/Stalker 

(SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 

Finally the Stalker soundtrack!!!! One of the 
best films ever gets the nice vinyl treatment. I’ve 
been waiting to watch Mirror before | listened, 
but | couldn’t help myself. It’s intense and more 
orchestrated, but still great. 


ia Beyond the Black Rainbow 
(2010) — Directed by Panos 


Cosmatos 
A great film I’ve been meaning to watch for 
years now. Do not watch sober! 


J 
i buy movies. 


Eagulls — Eagulls (partisan) 
no slow songs. all breathless, punk-influenced 
rock with clamorous post-punk production. 


John Frusciante — Enclosure 

(THE RECORD COLLECTION) 

it’s time to stop worrying and love john frus- 
ciante again. after years of releasing his experi- 
mental journeys through trip/hip-hop, he has 
finally found a way to apply the aesthetic to more 
traditional song structures. this is still a chal- 
lenging listen, but after a few spins, the rewards 
come thick. frusciante’s relentless experimenta- 
tion has led to an album which doesn’t sound 
quite like anything else out there, but if i had to 
draw a comparison, i’d say it’s kinda like a (musi- 
cally) ballsier yeezus with a lot more humility. 


46 MUSIC WELIKE »*& Fall/Winter 2014-2015 





ia The Lunchbox (2013) - 
Directed by Ritesh Batra 


simply one of the greatest romance films of all 
time. honestly, iam not a fan of most indian films, 
but this feels more like wong kar-wai meets billy 
wilder. irfan khan gives a brilliant performance 
with shades of buster keaton-esque silent 
comedy. an instant classic. 


i Sorcerer (1977) — Directed by 
William Friedkin 


forget the other times you’ve tried (like me) to 
get into what is generally considered to be fried- 
kin’s stumbling block, and watch this widescreen 
blu-ray of what is, in fact, friedkin’s true master- 
piece. the transfer is not a thing of beauty. this is 
not the lawrence of arabia anniversary edition (or 
even the criterion collection’s edition of wages 
of fear, which served as the idea from which 
this madness twisted). this is a very different 
epic, and this is a transfer which puts all the 
grit and grime and struggle back on the screen. 
like a hollywood herzog, friedkin took his cast 
and crew to what must be the ass-end of the 
primordial jungle, and it seems, simply trained 
his cameras on them as they tried desperately 
to crawl their way out. in a career marked both 
by vehemently personal choices and strenuous 
effort to be authentic, friedkin has never seemed 
more inside of a film and this edition puts you 
inside that damned truck (the film’s namesake 
and perhaps the director’s stand-in), ready to 
explode at any second but promising to take 
you as far as he goes. 


Tips: 
always appreciated. 


Mab rk: 


Video man. 


King Buzzo — This Machine 


Kills Artists (iPECAC) 

Melvins guitar god lashes out acoustically on 
these fine twisted tunes. This isn’t Melvins 
unplugged, but King Buzzo spewing forth his 
miserly magic on his acoustic without accompa- 
niment. My standouts are “Drunken Baby,’ “How 
| Became Offensive” and “New River.” 


C) Twin Peaks: The Entire 
Mystery (2014) [Blu-ray] - 


Directed by David Lynch 

WOW BOB WOW! The wait is over. “Twin 
Peaks” arrives on Blu-ray filled with Secrets. 
Finally, Fire Walk With Me is included with 90 
minutes of cut and extended scenes. Check out 
the upgraded Log Lady intros, both versions of 
the pilot and tons of goodies guaranteed to keep 
that coffee brewing for weeks. | dare you to find 
a fish in this percolator! 


Little Dragon —- Nabuma 


Rubberband (LOMAVISTA/REPUBLIC) 
Little Dragon continue to grow and blossom 
into one of the best electronic-tinged R&B pop 
groups ever! Soulful vocals, atmospheric sounds 
and top-notch production make this one a 
keeper. 


im The Party (1968) [Blu-ray] - 


Directed by Blake Edwards 
BIRDY NUM NUM! One of the funniest movies 
of all time is finally on Blu-ray. Peter Sellers is 
stellar at the bumbling clumsy film extra, Hrundi 
V. Bakshi. Hijinks ensue as he wrecks or perhaps 
enhances this exclusive Hollywood shindig. 


Cibo Matto — Hotel Valentine 
(CHIMERA) 

The dynamic duo of Yuka and Miho return after 
a 12-year absence with Hotel Valentine. A concept 
record that explores Hotel Valentine and all its 
secrets. Standouts include “l0th Floor Ghost 
Girl,” “Empty Pool” and “Housekeeping.” 


LY Vdety 


On two wheels preferably. 


Footsie — King Original, Vol. 3: 
Grime, Trap + Dubstep 


(BRAINDEAD) 
Filed @ Amoeba SF under dubstep. The previous 
two releases under this moniker by Footsie are 
also completely banging. More of a U.K. garage/ 
grime sound. All instrumentals with plenty of 
“boop-boop” and “wub-wub-wub” to get your 
party flowing. Cannot go wrong here! 


Ariana Grande feat. 

Iggy Azalea — Problem (REPuBLic) 
Ariana Grande is heir to the five-octave R&B 
singer throne formerly held by Mariah Carey. Ms. 
Grande sings in a soft, breathy voice. Alleged to 
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be the song of the summer for 2014, this one 
has hit written all over it. Hear it one time and it 
won't leave your consciousness very soon. 


Sharon Jones & 

The Dap-Kings - 
Give The People What 
They Want (DAPTONE) 


Like all of the acts on the Daptone Label, Sharon 
Jones’ music has a retro 60s soul/funk sound. 
This particular CD features an |1-piece band 
features the music backing up Ms. Jones singing. 
Like all of the acts on the label, this release is 
excellent. This review is more of a plug for all of 
the Daptone releases. Just pick them up and you 
will not be disappointed if you are looking for 
music that is danceable and with sounds from 
a bygone era. 


Sweet Apple -— The Golden Age 
Of Glitter (TEE PEE) 


Sweet Apple are an indie-rock supergroup 
of sorts. ] Mascis (Dinosaur Jr.), John Petkovic 
(CobraVerde), Robert Pollard (Guided ByVoices) 
and Dave Sweetapple (Witch) got together to 
record this excellent record. With flashes of big 
power-chord glam interspersed with the dirty 
alternative rock sounds, these life-long profes- 
sional musicians do not disappoint. 


The Jimi Hendrix Experience — 


Miami Pop Festival (sony LEGACY) 
Recordings of Jimi’s two-day performance at the 
Miami Pop Festival (May 18, 1968) were only 
released this year. The songs here are mostly 
from the album Are You Experienced. If you are 
a fan, then the live versions on this CD capture 
the original Experience members at the height 
of their performing capabilities. If you are new to 
Jimi Hendrix, this live CD is a great introduction 
to the guitar-playing mastery of this artist. 


Tip: 
If youre low on cash, try busking in the Powell Street 
Station. | made at least five dollars every time | did. 
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Lam 


Gobby —- Wakng Thrst For 


Seeping Banhee (UNO Nyc) 
Twsted nd scattrbained crtoon violnce meltdwn 
for lovrs of drug. s 





Woo - When The Past Arrives 
(DRAG CITY) 

Subtle garden music for nostalgic loners. If 
you're into stuff like Durutti Column, Dif Juz, 
Harmonia, and “Another Green World”... this 
will probably melt yr soul like butter-flavored 
ice cream. The best band I’ve been hipped to in 
quite some time. 


Legowelt — Los Alamos 


Motel 12” 

(PEOPLES POTENTIAL UNLIMITED) 

| want to believe that somewhere in this city 
there’s a nightclub with a glass bottom aquarium 
dancefloor and brick walls covered in airbrush 
graffiti where “Puzzles in Life” is played on 
repeat. 





D/P/I — Rico 

(LEAVING) 

DJ) Purple Image crafts hyperspeed, hi-smoov 
glitch that somehow meshes into complex 
microstructures buzzing way out somewhere 
between Brainfeeder-style plunderphonics, foot- 
work, chopped and screwed, and synthy ambient. 
This stuff has been straight up BLOWING MA 
BRAIN like yr old nokia brick phone in a micro- 
wave. HEAR THIS NOW>> 


Fish Breath — Fish Breath 

(HAIR GROWTH) 

Young local band bringing back damaged ’90s 
suburban angst like they lived it. Sounds like 
a mix of Duster and Heroin with a pinch of 
sluuudginess. PUMPED ON DIS 


Torn Hawk - Through Force Of 


Will (NOT NOT FUN) 

Pump this whilst bumping iron and subjecting 
the local joker smoker into a bulging headlock. 
Also, google image “free willy jump”. PS.- check 
out this dude’s (Luke Wyatt’s) video art!! 


Lewis — L’aqmour (LIGHT INTHEATTIC) 
This is some pretty pedestrian piano/acoustic 
guitar balladry at first glance, but then you read 
the liner notes,and you notice that weird auroral 
synth constantly wisping away in the background, 
and how he’s mumbling his lyrics beyond intel- 
ligibility... and only THEN does it start to feel 
like you’ve just stepped into the romantic dream 
of a character out of Mulholland Drive. 


Tip: 
BE OPEN TO ERRTHING 


Electronica dept. manager/buyer, 
resident DJ at Sweater Funk 
(boogie, modern soul & steppers. 
FREE every Sunday at 
The Knockout SF) 


Todd Terje — It’s Album Time 
(OLSEN) 

Todd Terje has been an underground legend in 
dance music for years now.A DJs secret weapon, 
his re-edits, remixes and singles are highly sought 
after by those in the know. It’s quality stuff. Tasteful 
and respectful edits plus original productions and 
remixes that are at the same time potent dance 
floor pleasing material and interesting. It may not 
be ground breaking original, but it is some of the 
best disco/house/balearic music coming out right 
now. Case in point, by the time this MWL hits 
the stores, 8 of the 12 tunes on the album will 
have been issued as singles or B-sides to singles. 
Issued as such for DJs to make people dance. 
That’s what this albums all about. It’s pretty much 
a dance party the whole way through. But, y'know, 
if ya don’t want to dance, lower the volume a bit 
and make a cocktail and chill. It’s all good as a 
mellow hang too. 





Larry Heard -— Alien (ALLEVIATED) 
This reissue marks the first time all tracks from 
the CD version of this album has ever been 
pressed on double vinyl, spread across two LPs 
(the first issue had an abbreviated track list 
on one 12”). Said to have been inspired by the 
movie Alien, the album features more of a sci-fi 
soundtrack feel than usual deep house that this 
Chicago producer is known for. It’s a gorgeous 
album, not exactly the house music companion 
piece to the movie, but definitely a funky space 
journey in its own right. 


Fatima — Yellow Memories (EcGLo) 
This can be found in the electronic section at 
Amoeba SF, mainly due to her association with 
producers such as Funkineven, Theo Parrish & 
Eglo records bosses Floating Points & Alexander 
Nutt, but Fatima is as soulful as it gets. Make 
no mistake, this is a soul record.Add producers 
like flako, Oh No and Computer Jay and it all 
starts to make sense as a soul record for todays 
soul heads who can appreciate that today’s soul 
music pulls from all influences to make a picture 
of what we hear today, while still nodding know- 
ingly at yesterday. 


People Under The Stairs - 


12 Step Program (PIECELOCK 70) 
OK, so | haven't really dug deep into this one. 
Bought on the strength of a couple of tunes | 
liked, | didn’t really have time to sit down with 
the whole thing until recently. Such is life. 
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D’Marc Cantu — Long Weekend 


| 2”? (MOS DEEP) 

Title track “Long Weekend” sounds like if 
Lonnie Liston Smith and Larry Heard played 
house together.All swirling electric piano chords 
throughout and a melodic bassline that seems 
to dance its way out yer speakers. “Ib Of Flesh” 
is on some dark demonic acid house ish. The 
closer, “Acid Test,” is more of a throwback acid 
house piece and a good one at that. Apparently 
it’s also dedicated and named after the semi 
recurring Acid Test party in San Francisco run by 
expat Chicagoan DJ, Tyrel Williams. 


Dave Aju — Black Frames 

(CIRCUS COMPANY) 

San Francisco to Berlin transplant Marc Barrite’s 
3rd full-length is a bit of a departure from his 
previous material. Gone are the overt party 
jams (‘“Tapatio,’ “Ms. Reposado”’) and in with 
the influences I’ve always known were there but 
hardly showed up in his work. There are only 
three tracks on this record | would call house, 
the rest are more maybe blues/R&B influenced, 
broody & beat heavy electronic tunes that owe 
as much to Stereolab as they do to TV on the 
Radio. They are songs in their own right, not just 
tracks with a great beat and some words. Don’t 
get me wrong, Marc hasn’t shrugged off house 
music. The house jams here are among the best 
he’s ever produced. But as a complete journey, 
the music here is compelling and from the heart. 
One of my favorite releases this year, mainly for 
being such a good sit down listener with dance 
floor appeal. 


AMIN LA. 


The Bally Table King 


Die Antwoord — Donker Mag 
(ZEF RECORDZ) 


Akira Ifukube — Godzilla 
[Score] (DEATH WALTZ) 


Yabby You — Deeper Roots 
Part 2 (PRESSURE SOUNDS) 


The Space Lady - 


The Space Lady’s Greatest Hits 
(NIGHT SCHOOL) 
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ia Godzilla (1954) - 
Directed by Ishiro Honda 


Lee “Scratch” Perry - 
Back on the Controls (upsetTer) 


Tip: 

if you love pinball and video games, you have to check 
out Free Gold Watch around the corner from us at | 767 
Waller St. between Stanyan & Shrader.They have hella 
pinball machines and video games!!! Check it out! You will 
thank me later. 


Co x 
Roots Music Maven 


Los Lobos — Disconnected I[n 
New York City (429) 


It’s hard for me to be objective about this band 
since | love them so much. | think they’re the 
best band in the land. They combine great song- 
writing, hip Latin & rock grooves, performance 
virtuosity and soul. This album is another great 
performance and not to be missed. | recently 
had a magical musical experience. | was visiting 
a buddy in Tucson, and we arranged a dinner 
with old friends (Mexican food of course).While 
eating, Steve mentioned that he was going to see 
Los Lobos in an hour at the Rialto which was 
just a few blocks away, and urged us to go. Twist 
my arm. It was terrific. 


Tony Goldmark - Goldmark 


After Dark (DON'T QUIT YOUR DAY JOB) 

| may be a little biased, but this is the demented 
music album of the year. Tony has written 18 
diverse and biting tunes, many of which I’m sure 
will land on the Dr. Demento Show. BTW, Tony has 
placed many tunes in the Doctor’s top 10 over the 
years. My favorite here is “Not Dead,’ an homage 
to Roger Miller. | also recommend “Everyone Else” 
and “She'll Come Crawlin’ Back.” 


Justin Townes Earle - 
Nothing’s Gonna Change 
The Way You Feel About 


Me Now (BLOODSHOT) 

This one is a couple of years old now, but is new 
to me. | love how Justin adds horns to what are 
basically catchy alt-country tunes... very soulful 
stuff. 


Jamey Johnson - 
Living For A Song: Tribute To 


Hank Cochran (mercury) 

This guy was new to me since | haven’t paid 
much attention to Nashville lately. Jamie has a 
smokey voice like Kristofferson or Willie, and 
he is decidedly not slick. This is a tribute album 
to Hank Cochran, and a duets album, which is 
all the more reason I’m surprised that | like it. 
| guess it’s just a soulful performance, helped 
along by Hank’s great tunes. 


Various Artists — Jewel Records 


Gospel Story (FUEL 2000) 

Lots and lots of smoking gospel on this double 
CD.The Jewel label put out hundreds of albums 
and singles with a “who’s who” of gospel acts, 
including the Soul Stirrers, Roscoe Robinson, Ted 
Taylor, The Violinaires and the Brooklyn Allstars. 
Can | get a witness? 


Tip: 
Check out everything vinyl at my website Vinylbeat.com. 


Actress — Ghettoville (werk Discs) 

Actress’ newest album is about as deep and dark 
as you could want. From the first track, there’s a 
minimal, eerie feel. Perfect for late, foggy nights. 


Cannonball Adderley — 


The Black Messiah 

(REAL GONE MUSIC) 

A reissue of a overlooked recording. Adderley’s 
playing is especially soulful during this 1971 
concert at the Troubadour Club, matching the 
rhythm section extremely well. A high energy 
album with a lot of great conversations, particu- 
larly between George Duke and Cannonball. 


Nels Cline Singers — 


Macroscope (MACK AVENUE) 
A perfect blend of clean and dirty. As usual, 
Nels’ playing is extraordinary, carefully walking 


the line between beauty and dissonance. Bassist 
Trevor Dunn and drummer Scott Amendola are 
no slouches either, providing a solid backbone 
for high energy songs like “Canales’ Cabeza’ as 
well as more mellow tracks like “Red Before 
Orange.” 


Pat Metheny Unity Group - 


Kin (=) (NONESUCH) 

Metheny’s newest album almost seems like 
a greatest hits of his career. The Unity Group 
contributes the same great talent as in their 
last recording, but there are more references to 
Metheny’s earlier albums. The title track sounds 
like a more contemporary take on some of the 
tracks from Still Life (Talking). 


Tycho — Awake 

(GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 

Awake has all the great Tycho elements you could 
want, but with the addition of a full band sound. 
The guitar tracks give the album an interesting 
spin, almost reminiscent of El Ten Eleven. There 
are a lot of interesting melodies and beats going 
on without being complicated. 


Tip: 
The Answer Is Always Pork 


(ule 


Death Grips — 
Government Plates 

(THIRD WORLDS) 

Death Grips just keep doing it for me 


Maria Minerva — Histrionic 

(NOT NOT FUN) 

estonian homebrewed chanteuse does it again 
for yr out-there dance party that maybe u had 
inside yr walls that one night 


Early Risers — Early Risers 
(DONKEY DISK) 

supreme tape for yr candle-lit small bedroom 
private bowlst+beer cans 


Esplendor Geometrico — 
Anthology 1981-2003 

(GEOMETRIK) 

i've been listening to E.G. a lot since the last 
Music We Like, and | started here and branched 
out. u might call it “rhythmic noise,’ because 
that’s what it sounds like. the hurts are so good. 
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Violent Change - Celebration 


of Taste (MELTERS) 
Hello we're Violent Change this song is called 
Violent Change | 2341234 


D] Rashad -— Double Cups 
(HYPERDUB) 
R.ILP. SO GOOOOOD 


Ras G — Raw Fruit Vol. 2 
(LEAVING) 
green drank mixtapes 


The Space Lady - 


The Space Lady’s Greatest Hits 
(NIGHT SCHOOL) 

70s viking-helmet clad sissy spacek voiced street 
performer who covered what we would now 
call “classic rock” hits with her casio keyboard 
and echoplex turned up to | | 


Lone — Reality Testing (Rss) 
music for mdma + the beach 


Ras G — Back on the Planet 
(BRAINFEEDER) 

as good as the Raw Fruit tapes but a solidified 
vision of outer space Sun Ra’s I.S.S. U.N. office’s 
muzak 


Woo —- When the Past Arrives 
(DRAG CITY) 

this is music to live your life to if you’re a post- 
structuralist philosopher slash into the new 
age [a coworker called it “wallpaper music” & 
i agree] [but the good kind of wallpaper like 
retro-futurism stuff] 
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Kak Any 


Jose James — While You Were 


Sleeping (BLUE NOTE) 

Once again, there is a shift in style. His jazzy 
voice has moved toward hip-hop. The album is 
soulful and electronic. 


Rosanne Cash — 


The River and the Thread 

(BLUE NOTE) 

An album of all original songs. It was inspired by 
a trip along Highway 61.If you love Rosanne, you 
will love this album. 


Ray Lamontagne - Supernova 
(RCA) 

A different sound for his fifth album. How does 
psychedelic pop sound to you? | loved it. 


Sharon Jones and the 
Dap-Kings — Give the People 
What They Want (DAPTONE) 

Ten songs that give you what you want and leave 
you wanting more. Everything from rousing barn 
burners to slower, sweeter breakup/makeup 
ballads. Long Live Sharon Jones. 


C) House of Cards - UK Series 


(1990) 

The BBC first did this story. If you have watched 
the American version, go back and take a look at 
this one. If you think Claire and Frank are despi- 
cable in the U.S. version, wait ’till you see the 
British Franks and Claire. 


ia Muscle Shoals (2013) —- 
Directed by Greg ‘Freddy’ 
Camalier 

If you like music, you will love this documen- 
tary about an amazing recording studio. | have 
watched it twice, it is so good. 


() Orange Is the New Black: 


Season Two 

OK if you haven’t seen this, you should. The 
character development is great. You want 
to invite a bunch of inmates into your home 
weekly. 


Tip: 
Buy vinyl, it sounds great!! 





| 
(((wizards riding sharks in the 
sky with diamonds))) 


im WolfCop (2014) - Directed 
by Lowell Dean 


Cop turns into a werewolf. Werewolf still able 
to wear a cop uniform and drive a patrol car. 
Awesomeness follows. 


ia Bigfoot Wars (2014) - 


Directed by Brian T. Jaynes 

An army of Sasquatch fight Judd Nelson and C. 
Thomas Howell in a remote small town. Squatch 
what happens! 


ia The Machine (2013) - 
Directed by Carados W. James 


Once again... nerds make a robot and it gets 
all murdery! 


ia Byzantium (2012) —- 
Directed by Neil Jordan 


A new fresh take on the worn-out genre of 
vampires. Blood waterfalls! 


ia The Visitor (1979) - 
Directed by Giulio Paradisi 


Drafthouse Films are really on a roll with reis- 
suing some of the craziest movies out there. 
This is a full-blown 108 minutes of WTF. Watch 
a second time at half-speed for optimum brain 
meltage. 


Tip: 
Vinyl vs.Vinyls...who will win? 


SHARLF L 
Girl Power!! 
Everything else sucks. 


Thou — Heathen 

(GILEAD MEDIA) 

Listen to this album all the way through in one 
sitting. Heathen is slightly less gloomy that the 
band’s previous albums but doesn’t fail to deliver 
all the heaviness you expect from Thou. Favorite 
song: “Free Will.” 


Animals as Leaders — 


oy of Motion (suMERIAN) 

The third album by a great instrumental 
progressive metal band. Volatile bass patterns 
leave room for melodic and uplifting moments 
to shine through the doom. Favorite song: 
“Kascade.” 


Crowbar — Symmetry in Black 
(ENTERTAINMENT ONE) 

A perfect combination of depressing, personal 
and therapeutic songs. Favorite songs:“The Taste 
of Dying” and “The Piety of Self-Loathing.” 


Trash Talk — No Peace 

(ODD FUTURE) 

It’s Trash Talk! What else needs to be said?! 
If you’re not listening to this band by now, 
you should be. Plus they’re from Sacramento! 
Favorite song: “Body Stuffer.’ 


Seatraffic — Beauty in the 


Night (SELF-RELEASED) 
Dream-pop duo from right here in San Francisco! 
This is Seatraffic’s first LR more than a year in 
the making. Synthesizers drone, ’80s post-punk 
and dreamy soundscapes. 


ia Beyond the Black Rainbow 
(2010) - Directed by 


Panos Cosmatos 

With beautiful cinematography and minimal 
dialogue, Beyond the Black Rainbow is a film 
for true cinephiles. Dr. Arborio has turned an 
institution dedicated to finding a way through 
psychotherapy for the human race to achieve 
unadulterated happiness. Things go awry when, 
due to the doctor’s sickness, his protege takes 
over. Can human beings reach pure content- 
ment if happiness is subjective? Does true 
happiness exist? 
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WE SUPPORT 
ah tou 


HEROES 


Papalote Salsa 
Three Twins Ice Cream 
Gelateria Nala Bars 
L'Artisan Macerons 
Love 8 Hummus 
TCHO Chocolate 


; LOCALS © 


“ pOIT) g 









WHOLE 
FOODS 


M A R K E T 





STOP BY FOR A SNACK! 


LOCATED ACROSS THE STREET 
FROM AMOEBA SF! 


690 Stanyan Street, SF 
415.876.6740 
Open Daily e 8 AM —10 PM 


CF facebook.com/WFMHaight 
fo} #wholefoodsmarketsf 
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im Under the Skin (2014) —- 


Directed by Jonathan Glazer 
Another film with minimal dialogue that relies 
on the beauty of the image to convey moods 
and themes. Scarlett Johansson plays an alien- 
like being that must seduce men in order to stay 
alive. | won’t give much else away. This is one 
of those films that leaves you contemplating its 
message, if any; but | think, like for most great 
films, you should just take it for what it is. The 
scenes that depict how she captures her victims 
are so uniquely mesmerizing, both visually and 
auditorily. 


ia Silenced (2011) -— Directed by 
Dong-hyuk Hwang 


Perfect for Korean film fans, though it doesn’t 
have the typical revenge plot. Silenced (aka The 
Crucible) is based on actual events that took 
place at a school for the hearing-impaired, in 
which several students were repeatedly sexually 
assaulted by members of the faculty, including 
the principal! A greater portion of the film 
depicts the court proceedings; the blind justice 
that the young deaf students face will have your 
stomach in knots. 


imi Jodorowsky’s Dune (2014) - 
Directed by Frank Pavich 


Documentary on the greatest film that never 
was, Alejandro Jodorosky’s adaptation of Frank 
Herbert’s novel Dune. Features interviews with 
the people involved in the unsuccessful film as 
well as never-before-seen concept art. 


ia For No Good Reason (2013) —- 
Directed by Charlie Paul 


Johnny Depp pays a visit to the last of the orig- 
inal Gonzo visionaries who worked with Hunter 
S. Thompson. A rare look into the meticulous 
yet haphazard process behind Ralph’s original 
artwork. 





i Pussy Riot: A Punk Prayer 
(2013) — Directed by Maxim 


Pozdorovkin, Mike Lerner 
Composed entirely from footage shot by 
members of Pussy Riot themselves, Pussy Riot:A 
Punk Prayer documents the politically motivated 
pranks carried out by the group in an effort 
to protest against gender inequality. The film 
follows the trial and conviction of three of the 
feminist group’s members. 


im Broad City: Season One 
(2014) -— Created by Ilana 
Glazer & Abbi Jacobson 


Finally,a show that reveals that bitches are funny 
too. Ilana & Abbi—the show's creators, writers, 
and stars—are comedic geniuses. “Broad City” 
is the funny, less-dramatic version of “Girls” in 
that it centers around women living in NYC. 
And finally a show that recognizes that females 
are sexual creatures too. 


Jhindy 


OI! OI! Mindy From Baltimore! 


ia Her (2013) — Directed by 
Spike Jonze 

Though this movie is a little creepy and weird if 
you really think about it. 


Various Artists — South Side 


Story Vol. 23 (NUMERO GROUP) 

For all you souleros out there, Numero Group 
was so kind as to bless us on Record Store Day 
with this compilation of firme rolaz wrapped 
up in one beautiful compilation. If you have long 
sought after the original, hard-to-find East Side 
Storys collection, this is one you need to pick up. 
It includes some of the most amazing lowrider 
jamz and Chicano soul ever recorded from the 
popular Notations. 


Street Dogs and Noi!se — Split 


1 O” (PIRATES PRESS) 

Six incredible songs (three each) from two of the 
great street punk/Oi! bands making a name for 
themselves these days. Both bands show huge 
growth in this split and definitely makes the wait 
for their new albums that much harder. 


Tip: 

Support your local music scene! Weather it’s going to 
shows, buying records or shopping local, you are at the 
heart of what makes music what it is. Without your 
support there’s nothing. Keep the faith! 


Tlank 


ia Lone Survivor (2013) - 
Directed by Peter Berg 


Peter Berg does it again. 


Various Artists — Wheedle’s 
Groove: Seattle Funk, Modern 
Soul & Boogie: Volume Il 
1972-1987 (LIGHT INTHEATTIC) 


70s funk and disco from the Northwest. 


ia The Visitor (1979) -— Directed 
by Michael J. Paradise 


Insane. 


The War on Drugs - Lost In 


The Dream (SECRETLY CANADIAN) 
Cool Psych Pop. 


Tlichakek 


\ 2e 
CAomimika 
Redacted redacted. 


Camper Van Beethoven -— 


Key Lime Pie (oMNivore) 
Super snazzy deluxe reish of one of my most 
favoritest albums EVER. 


Sunn O))) & Ulver - 


Terrestrials (SOUTHERN LORD) 
Absolutely amazing ancient monolithic drone. 


The Crimson ProjeKct — 


Live In Tokyo (\nsiIDE OUT) 

The obsessive dweeb in me loves hearing these 
dudes put a new spin on some hairy and hoary 
Crimso classics. 


Peter Buck — /! Am Back to 


Blow Your Mind Once Again 
(MISSISSIPPI) 
Dumb in the absolute best way. 


Various Artists — Warfaring 


Strangers: Darkscorch Canticles 
(NUMERO GROUP) 
Mom’s basement rock at its best. 


MUSIC WE LIKE »%& Fall/Winter 2014-2015 55 





Tlichakrk 
Comper 


Various Artists — Anthology of 


American Folk Music (mississippi) 
Long overdue reissue of THE classic collection 
of Earthly delights. 


HTRK — Psychic 9-5 Club 
(GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 
Dark, depressing and dreamy... Music to die to. 


Mac DeMarco - Salad Days 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 

Though his shows are quite a party, this record 
is really laid-back, and the songs are lovely. 


Thee Oh Sees — Drop (CASTLE FACE) 
More like an EP, they still take a couple steps 
forward. Love it. 


Dum Dum Girls — Too True 

(SUB POP) 

Classic girl-group sounds meet classic indie 
guitar pop. Short and sweet. 


Led Zeppelin — I, Hl, IIT (ATLANTIC) 
Timeless. They still posess the sexiest riffs in 
rock. Bonus material is solid. Hats off. 


llickel lite 


The Dark Prince of the Catwalk 
FKA Twigs — LPI (YOUNG TURKS) 


Beautiful and talented U.K. singer/dancer FKA 
Twigs’ first full-length album is here to explode 
some minds. Her voice transports you to a 
world where reality and imagination is blurred 
to the point of pure ecstasy. Her style of unique 
ethereal R&B with a little bit of trip-hop is like a 
breath of fresh air with a cherry on top. 
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Katy B — Little Red (co.umsia) 

U.K. pop/dubstep princess Katy B has delivered 
with her second LP, Little Red. Katy B has the 
pipes and that ever changing U.K. vibe/style 
that you just can’t get enough of.A great album 
with plenty of uptempo dance tracks and a few 
ballads to show you the magnificent range this 
rising star has to offer. 


How To Dress Well - 
What Is This Heart? (weiRD worLbD) 


The third album release from How To Dress 
Well is a well-planned and -written extension of 
his previous two albums. | love his twisted style 
of R&B that comes with layers of sounds and 
well-position distorted vocals and noises. The 
lyrics seem like they are taken straight from his 
dairy, spilling his heart and vulnerability out for 
you. His use of samples from other artists and 
subtle basslines over voice distortion make him 
someone who is out there to change the game. 


Just Friends — Don’t Tell Me 


1 0” (OTHER PEOPLE) 

This brain child of Nicolas Jaar and Sasha 
Spielberg (daughter of Steven Spielberg) 
released this 10” for Record Store Day 2014. 
Its a smoothly crafted track, with Sasha doing 
the vocals and Nicolas doing the production. It’s 
pure bliss! It is a minimal electronic/R&B track 
with lush vocals and pure lust. 


MS - No Mythologies to Follow 
(RCA) 

Copenhagen native released her debut album, 
and | was instantly captivated by her reckless 
youth and fresh pop sound. | first heard her 
cover a Spice Girls song, “Say You'll Be There” 
(check out her version is fun and elegantly 
sexy). She brings a little bit of everything to the 
table with this record—a little bit Danish pop, 
dubstep, trip-hop and some sugar and spice. 


NIN/Coil — Recoiled 

(COLD SPRING) 

Coil’s remixes of Nine Inch Nails’1994 album 
The Downward Spiral were FINALLY released to 
the masses. It has the ’90s industrial sound to it 
with great remixes and edits of the album that 
we all know and (should) love. 


Sam Smith - 
In The Lonely Hour (capitol) 


Patrick Cowley -— School Daze 
(DARK ENTRIES) 


Kelis — Food (NINATUNE) 
Lelf — Hey 12” (xv/TERRIBLE) 


Various Artists — Saint Heron 
(SAINT) 


() American Horror Story: 
Coven (2014) — Created by 
Ryan Murphy 


| am the Supreme! 
Banks — Goddess (HARVEST) 


Sohn — Tremors (4AD) 


Tip: 


Basically, l’m the Sun and everyone else are just shadows. 


Rett eka 


Mac DeMarco - Salad Days 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 


Jessica Lee Mayfield - 
Make My Head Sing (Ato) 


ia The Grand Budapest Hotel 
(2014) - Directed by 
Wes Anderson 


i Palo Alto (2014) - 
Directed by Gia Coppola 





pace 


AMR A. 


Grown ass man in baby man land. 


White Lung - Deep Fantasy 
(DOMINO) 

New LP & first from Domino after a series of 
killer records for the awesome Vancouver label 
Deranged. Singer Mish Way is a captivating pres- 
ence & the songwriting has killer guitar hooks. 
Definitely delivered without compromising, 
making killer anthemic punk that exists outside 
narrow genre styles. 


Lavender Country — 


Lavender Country 

(PARADISE OF BACHELORS) 

Long overdue reissue of this self-released hilar- 
ious gay punk outsider masterpiece. Inspirational 
songs like “Crying These Cocksucking Tears” & 
the piano bummer ballad “Back In The Closet 
Again” delivered like a self-assured country 
Daniel Johnston. 


Perfect Pussy - 


Say Yes To Love 

(CAPTURED TRACKS) 

Great high energy punk & post-punk from this 
upstate New York band. Singer Meredith Graves 
powerfully delivers her message without relying 
on the derivative cliches of aping female front 
women of the punk past. Killer live band. 


Eduard Artemiev — 


The Mirror/Stalker 

(SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 

Following up on last year’s release of composer 
Eduard Artemiev’s score for the original Soviet 
sci-fi classic SOLARIS, the nice folks at Superior 
Viaduct now reissue the scores for Tarkovsky’s 
most challenging & dense works The Mirror & 
Stalker. Beautiful minimalist white covers with 
limited photo stills even the sounds alone can 
evoke the haunting hallucinatory imagery at the 
heart of the great director’s world view. 


Arctic Flowers — Weaver 
(DERANGED) 

Second full-length LP from this killer, female- 
fronted Portland band. Throbbing post-punk 
baselines in the Joy Division/Cure style married 
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to great anthemic riffs & singer Alex Caroccio 
brings the vocal hellfire in the Gits/7 Year 
Bitch tradition. Dark & deathrockish but super 
danceable. 


Tip: 
It's gonna hurt. 


Cookin 


To quote an old friend, 
who when asked what he was up to, 
replied: “T still chill’ 


ia Get Carter (1971) — Directed 
by Mike Hodges 

One of my all-time faves! A simple revenge story 
set in Newcastle. A London gangster (Michael 
Caine, top of his game) returns home to find out 
who did his brother in and in turn do them in. 
Great score, story and performance all around. 
A friend gave me a Michael Caine poster after 
| first saw the film. It really brought the room 
together, until... a late-night acid experience 
made an angry Mr. Caine come to life: "SHE 
WAS ONLY 16 YEARS OLD!” he screamed. It 
wasn’t me, Mike! 


iui The Wolf of Wall Street 
(2013) -— Directed by 


Martin Scorsese 

I’m a huge Scorsese fan, but can’t remember the 
last GREAT movie he made. He delivered with 
this one. Really more of a comedy (think The 
King of Comedy/After Hours) and a very enter- 
taining one at that. | had gotten sick of Jonah 
Hill after Superbad, but he’s actually good in this. 
| didn’t want to sock him in the jaw or upside 
his dome once during the entire movie! Bravo, 
Marty! Looking forward to many more! 
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ia Muscle Shoals (2013) —- 
Directed by Greg “Freddy” 


Camalier 

Months before a release date was set for this, 
dozens of people were asking for this music doc. 
| knew little to nothing about Muscle Shoals, 
except it’s a town with a recording studio of the 
same name that recorded a lot of hits. | learned 
a lot more, but opposed to most book-learned 
lessons, this lesson gave me goosebumps, made 
me laugh and (almost) cry (twice). Much respect 
to the people of Muscle Shoals. 


ia It?s A Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad 
World (1963) — Directed by 


Stanley Kramer 

Let me state for the record: | do have other 
interests, memories, even feelings that don’t 
involve movies. So anyway, when | was young, 
Saturday morning KTVU played movies, and this 
was a rare one. A comedy that my dad and | 
could watch together and laugh. Criterion brings 
back all the wide-screen glory | was missing out 
on when watched on the ol’ boob tube. Loaded 
with extras, and hey guess what?? | get all the 
jokes now! 


ia Nebraska (2013) -— Directed 
by Alexander Payne 


Hands down, a new American classic! Or, hands 
up flashing gang signs reppin’ Bruce Dern—a true 
G, however you roll. In my opinion, Alexander 
Payne transplants a Japanese style of cinema 
(classics by Ozu) into a story of America, and it 
works perfectly. Funny, sad, funny, sad... funny! 


| 
https://soundcloud.com/motesate 


Don Cherry - Live in Stokholm 
(CAPRICE) 
Early ’70s Sweden era, three tracks. Fourth 


world but less stylized than his mid-’70s records. 


The music fits better on the CD, but the vinyl is 
a decent price. RIYL: Buckminster Fuller. 


UEarth Flight (2014) 


This was aired on PBS here in the States but 


worth owning if you like nature documentaries. 


Amazing footage and lots of information about 
bird migration. DVD & Blu-ray. 


Beck — Morning Phase 

(CAPITOL) 

Without knowing much about Beck, this record, 
for me, is this great intersection of Tilt-era 
Scott Walker and late-’70s David Gilmour. As it 
doesn’t need my help to sell... this is my best 
description—and Scott & Dave, while you're still 
alive, how about a collab? Lastly, | prefer listening 
to at night. 


() Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey 
(2014) 


This is the best TV show | have seen in a while. 
It’s a learning party without the hangover. You 
won't feel dirty afterwards, but it may be addic- 
tive, and you might binge watch it. RIYL: The 
pale blue dot, “Star Trek,” learnin’ stuff. DVD & 
Blu-ray. 


The Delta Nudes — 


Greatest Hiss 

(CRYPTIC CORPORATION) 

The latest compiled release by the Residents 
at the end of 2013, limited to #300. So you 
cant just turn up and buy this on any given day. 
However, if, like me, you love finding used, hard- 
to-find items, this is the kind of thing that turns 
up in the used bins. This disc purports to be 
B474 San Francisco-era material. As an Uncle 
Meat devotee, this shit represents. 


Various Artists — 


The Brown Bunny [OST] 

(TWELVE SUNS) 

Deluxe 180-gram vinyl with tip-on gatefold 
sleeve in an edition of 1000 of the soundtrack 
to the film The Brown Bunny. You get 10 tracks, 
including five exclusive songs from JOHN 
FRUSCIANTE (which he claims are among 
the best he’s ever written). This reissue has 
been fully authorized by Vincent Gallo. It also 
features brand new cover art.| have never seen 
the movie but picked up the CD in a bargain 
bin 10 years ago knowing it was a pricey out- 
of-print item. The first track is an all-time 
favorite, | think originally from a “Twilight 
Zone” episode, and the B-side is all Frusciante. 
His songs are bleak spirituals with vocals that 
match the guitarwork nicely, somewhat hard to 
describe, but if you liked the Manual Dexterity 
record he did with Omar Rodriguez-Lopez, 
you should check this out. 


Tip: 
Don’t forget to check out the Blu-ray Audio section in the 
audiophile bin. 


es (GPa) 


~ LALSYL 


Manrphy 


Irish drinker, Jewish thinker. 


Parquet Courts — Sunbathing 


Animal (WHAT’s YOUR RUPTURE?) 

The boys from Brooklyn (via Austin) are back! 
Channeling equal parts Pavement and the 
Velvets, they continue to be one of my favorite 
current rock bands! 


Thee Oh Sees — Drop (CASTLEFACE) 
“Indefinite hiatus” my ass! After their farewell 
S.F. shows at The Chapel, | thought maybe | had 
heard the last of them. How wrong | was. Thanks 
for not being a stranger, Dwyer. 


PS: Tell Ty | said, whatup. 


() Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey 
(2014) 


Dr. Neil DeGrasse Tyson is way smarter than 
me, so | try to listen to him whenever | can. Plus, 
his whole Shaft-meets-Steven Hawking persona 
is pretty badass. This reboot of Carl Sagan’s 
show from the ’70s is endlessly fascinating. 
Executive produced by Seth McFarlane (waaa?!) 
and airing on Fox, of all places, it’s totally capti- 
vating and manages to piss off the whole Tea 
Party/Westboro crowd. Points! 


() True Detective: Season One 


(2014) 

Woody Harrelson and Matthew McConaughey 
give two of their finest performances ever in this 
expertly written show about two state police 
on the trail of a serial killer in 1990s Louisiana. 
Dark, creepy and expertly paced, this is not to 
be missed. We all in Carcosa now ... 


The Elder Scrolls Online 

The first ever online multiplayer version of the 
massively popular “Elder Scrolls” franchise. As 
of this writing (early June), it was supposed to 
drop for PS4 in late June. So by the time you 
are reading this, | will be a complete and total 
shut-in. Excuse me for a sec. “Hey, Mom!? More 
Hot Pockets!” 
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Jb hande 


3 years here. Still love it. 


Alexander Heir — Death Is Not 


The End (sACRED BONES) 

Alexander Heir makes brilliant images. Treat 
your eyeballs to this. Beautifully packaged and 
printed. Dystopian, post-apocalyptic imagery for 
the spiritual misanthrope. 


Big Boys — Lullabies Help the 


Brain Grow (LIGHT INTHEATTIC) 

The most important reissue of the year. The 
Big Boys are the real deal, and the proof is in 
the pudding. Powerful, melodic, aggressive and 
expressive. The Big Boys had everything that 
punk and hardcore had to offer. Only Texas in 
the ’80s could have given birth to this. 


Peter Beste, Lance Scott 
Walker, Johan Kugelberg, 


Bun B — Houston Rap (siNECURE) 
Excellent documentation of the rise of rap music 
in one of America’s toughest cities.A must have 
for fans of rap music or anyone with an interest 
in subculture and the power of music. 


Amen Dunes - Love 

(SACRED BONES) 

Sacred Bones have obviously been on a roll for 
me. This was definitely my favorite pop record of 
the year. This falls somewhere between Lungfish 
and The Go-Betweens in my book. Pop melo- 
dies that have that immediate familiarity and the 
kind of repetition that’s more than just hypnotic. 
Music with purpose. 


Parquet Courts — 


Sunbathing Animal 

(WHAT’S YOUR RUPTURE?) 

No surprise here. These guys make it sound so 
easy because it is. Rock & Roll is there for the 
taking, and Parquet Courts prove it over and 
over again. 
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Lee Came 


Seun Kuti & Egypt 80 - 


A Long Way To The Beginning 
(KNITTING FACTORY) 


Winston Jarrett & 
The Righteous Flames — 


Man Of The Ghetto 
(IROKO RECORDS) 


Linda Thompson —- Won’t Be 
Long Now (PETTIFER SOUNDS) 


Jose James - 


While You Were Sleeping 
(BLUE NOTE) 


Yabby You - 


Deeper Roots Part 2 
(PRESSURE SOUNDS) 


Always in need of a shot of rhythm and 
blues, with a does of rock ’n’ roll on the 
side, just for good measure. 


Dex Romweber Duo — 


Images [3 (BLOODSHOT) 

Dex & sister Sara back again with another heady 
brew of the Southern East Coast dementia. 
Imitators abound, but Dex has been setting the 
pace for almost 30 years. Is it surf-a-billy? Is it 
ballads, blood & beer? A touch of jazz? A vintage 
Who cover? Yes. Yes it is. 


Various Artists — Jim Jam Gems 
Volume 4: Bongology 10” 
(STAG-O-LEE) 

Jazz, R&B and exotica to enhance romance, 
drunken dreaming and stripping for your husband. 


Young Jessie — Don’t Happen 
No More (jAzzMaAn) 

Post Record Store Day Record Store Day late 
release. Limited to 999 pressings. Young Jessie 
is right up their in the pantheon of fifties R&B/ 


rock ’n’ roll alongside Little Richard, Smiley 
Lewis and Johnny “Guitar” Watson. “Mary Lou” 
best known by listeners of Ronnie Hawkins & 
The Hawks (one day to be known as The Band), 
“Oochie Coochie,” “I Smell A Rat,’ “Big Chief 
(King Of Love),” have all wound there way in to 
the Catalog of American Songs done by those in 
the know. Obediah Donnell Jessie’s raspy, reedy 
tenor is out front of a band that is maintained 
with that precious Rhythm Oil, extolling the 
pleasures and set backs universal to us all. Love, 
pain, wrong doors and vermin. And he’s still at 
it. | was healed by the man in person. You could 
fritter your time and money on inferior sounds, 
or you could wind up with this slab-o-life and 
realize it could happen once again. 


Various Artists — Beat From 
Badsville: Trash Classics From 


Lux & Ivy’s Vinyl Mountain |0” 
(STAG-O-LEE) 

The bad, the brilliant, the wild and savage. A 
double album of some known and unknown plat- 
ters of panic-inducing, pulse-pushing primordial 
primitiva. The Charts’ “Ooba Gooba”! Sparkle 
Moore “Skulls And Cross Bones”! Ralph Nielsen 
And The Chancellors “Scream’’! Why bother 
with what everyone else is supposedly listening 
to? Cut loose, flippin’ the bird and get real, real 
gone for a change LAMF! 


Kenny Brown -— Goin’ Back 


To Mississippi (FAT Possum) 

Reissue of Kenny’s first solo outing from ’97. 
Kenny learned guitar at the feet of Mississippi 
Fred McDowell and Joe Callicot as a teen in 
the ’60s. Kenny would spend 30 years playing 
with R.L. Burnside (who adopted him as his 
son) and Jr. Kimbrough. Steeped in the northern 
Hill Country blues tradition, Kenny cut this 
fine recording under the production of the 
legendary Dale Hawkins. Goin’ Back To Mississippi 
runs the gamut of those traditions from the hard 
drive spell of RL’s “Jumper On The Line” to the 
trance inducing “In The Mood” by Kimbrough, 
the weary laconic life lesson “Wretched Mind”. 
Kenny’s own “Hold Me Baby”,a careening rocker 
with infinite appeal, sounds as if it could have 
been a studio out take from Exile On Main Street 
or A Wink Is As Good As A Nod To A Blind Horse. 
Along for the ride (and writing a couple himself) 
Dale Beavers, the kind of fellow Elvis sang about 
in “Trouble.” It’s a no-frills, play ’em like they do 
affair with no posturing about voodoo spells, evil 
women, cotton picking. Kenny Brown and band 
learned from the greats of Hill Country blues, 
became their backing bands,and friends. This is 
the real deal. For my money, Kenny Brown is the 
best slide player there is. 


VINTAGE 
SOLUTIONS 
FOR THE 
MODERN ERA! 


Introducing Vinyl Styl, an exclusive line of 
products specifically developed to enhance the 


value of your LP listening experience. Using 


yesterday's ethics of quality care to successfully 


design superior LP treatment products is 
essential for today’s vinyl culture. Vinyl Styl 
provides the highest level of sustainability 
for your records and accessories, while most 
importantly remaining affordable. Protect your 


collection with Vinyl Styl today. 








DEEP 100 PROTECTIVE 
CLEANING OUTER RECORD 
SYSTEM SLEEVES 


RECORD STYLUS 
CLEANING CLEANING 
FLUID KIT 


50 PROTECTIVE ANTI-STATIC 
OUTER RECORD RECORD 
SLEEVES BRUSH 
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D. A. Hunt — Lonely Prison 
Cell/Greyhound Blues 7” (sun) 


Previously undocumented Sun Label Blues 
78 RPM (2!!!) from circa 1953, discovered last 
year and reissued now at the affordable price 
of $4.98! How great is that? Pretty damn great, 
that’s how great. 


J NAY I RLLIM. 
Bone-in pork loin - my favorite cut! 


Parquet Courts — Sunbathing 
Animal (WHAT’s YOUR RUPTURE?) 

Really obnoxious and satisfying second LP from 
yer unruly Brooklyn neighbors... the title track 
is a classic, and this is their best release yet! 


Todd Terje — It’s Album Time 
(OLSEN) 
lounge music for electroheads, supercool! 


Carlene Carter — Carter Girl 
(ROUNDER) 


The Bats -— Compiletely Bats 
(FLYING NUN/CAPTURED TRACKS) 

Early EP and single stuff from this NZ band, 
mostly from the mid-1980s. Sounds better now 
than it did then! (CD available in a three-CD set, 
“Volume |’). 


Various Artists - Down Under 
Nuggets: Original Australian 
Artyfacts 1965-67 

(WARNER AUSTRALIA IMPORT) 

Killer comp from Oz ’60s bands aping the 
Stones/Beatles etc... you know the deal, 
but it’s really consistent stuff from  well- 
known acts (Easybeats, Master’s Apprentices) 
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through to lesser lights (check out The Loved 
Ones... phew!). Import-only and available on 
Amoeba.com! 


ii Alan Partridge (2014) - 


Directed by Declan Lowney 

It’s all about the the dialog in this Steve Coogan 
vehicle...Armand lanucci (“Veep”) helped on 
the script, and it shows... the plot is incidental, 
but miss one of Alan’s throwaway lines at your 
peri... then get the original TV series and see 
how it all began. 


Tip: 

TV's “Veep” is really freakin’ funny! Julia Louis-Dreyfus 
breaks the “Seinfeld” curse, and the whole cast nails it, esp. 
Timothy Simons as the creepy Jonah Ryan. Did | say funny? 


AMMAR 


www.djvinnie.net 


Various Artists — 

Gipsy Rhumba: The Original 
Rhythm of Gipsy Rhumba in 
Spain 1965-74 (soul JAzz) 

Superb fusion of flamenco, soul and Latin 
rhythms.Vintage 1965-74. 


Myron & E —- Do It, Do It Disco 


| 2”? STONES THROW) 
Dance floor heat! The Tom Noble remix is top 
notch. 


Hommy Sanz - 


Jala Jala Mozambique 
(ANDALE/TUFF CITY) 

Reissue of super rare and outstanding Afro-Latin 
record. Everyone is sleeping on this and will 
discover it when it’s long gone (again). 


Miles Davis -— Kind of Blue 


(Mono) (sony) 
| shouldn’t even need to explain why this is 
essential. Mono mix wins! 


ima E? Norte (1983) — Directed 
by Gregory Nava 

This movie from the early ’80s will destroy you. 
On Blu-ray & DVD from Criterion. 


Notes: 
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FROM THE AMOGEBLOG 


The 20 Best 1980s 
Hip-Hop Albums 


Posted by Billyjam, 


1) 
RUN-D.M.C. 
RUN-D.M.C. 


(PROFILE, 1984) 


Like all of the albums on this list, this 
Run-D.M.C. 1984 debut is personal and 
close to my heart. | fell in love with it from 
the day it was released and literally wore 
out my first copy of the LP What makes 
this self-titled debut by these three ambas- 
sadors of hip-hop so special is that it was 
the first all-killer hip-hop album. Not one 
track is filler here. Before this, rap/hip-hop 
was primarily a singles genre and the rela- 
tively modest number of LPs (compared to 
singles) released up to this point were not as 
consistently strong as this one. Furthermore, 
it officially ushered in the new era of hip-hop: 
over sparse but pounding beats, it was hard, 
raw, aggressive, and in your face like punk 
rock rather than disco derived beats of the 
typical Sugar Hill Records era rap. Plus it had 
incredible back and forth rhyming by Run 
and D.M.C., and mad scratching throughout 
care of Jam Master Jay (RIP). Truly a five-star 
masterpiece in my book...proof being that it 
never gets old but always refreshing to give 
a re-listen. Sure Run-D.M.C. would release 
more gems such as the strong follow-up (and 
commercially more popular) Raising Hell two 
years later, but this one is the one for me. 


2) 
PUBLIC ENEMY 
IT TAKES A NATION OF MILLIONS 
TO HOLD US BACK 


(DEF JAM, 1988). 


Unlike Run-DMC, whose debut album 
release ranks as my fave, it was not Public 
Enemy’s 1987 debut Yo! Bum Rush the Show 
but their follow up a year later, It Takes a 
Nation of Millions to Hold Us Back, that has 
always grabbed my attention the most. Wow! 
What a technical masterpiece. With its 
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wall of noise, feedback, and aural assault of 
guitars, horns, and head-nodding beats it is as 
much a metal production as hip-hop (hence 
why it crossed over to many who, up until 
that point, had not given hip-hop the time of 
day).Amazing production from start to finish. 
Of course add in the supercharged, hardcore, 
on-point, political rhetoric of Chuck D plus 
the humorous antics of hype man Flava Flav 
as the humorous counterbalance and you 
have a perfect hip-hop LP. 


3) 
N.W.A 
STRAIGHT OUTTA 
COMPTON 


(RUTHLESS, 1988) 


Released six weeks later that same summer 
as PE’s Nation Of Millions, this album, while 
divergent in political content, was equally 
powerful and ubiquitous and could be 
heard bumping loud everywhere back in the 
summer of ’88. Like PE’s masterpiece, this 
album would also summon a whole new sub- 
genre of rap/hip-hop. While PE signaled the 
short-lived politically-charged movement of 
hip-hop, N.W.A. cemented gangsta rap as a 
force to be reckoned with (like it or not) up 
to this day with anthems like the irresistible 
single “Gangsta Gangsta,’ “Straight Outta 
Compton,” and “Fuck tha Police.” 


Crazy to think that Ice Cube (like Ice-T) who 
once railed against police authority would go 
on to be an actor playing a cop (Ride Along). 
But a lot has changed since Straight Outta 
Compton was released. Eazy E is now dead 
nearly 20 years. Dr. Dre is about to become 
a triple billionaire provided that Dre Beats/ 
Apple deal goes through. But back in 88, 
NWA and all its members—Eazy, Cube, Dre, 
Ren, Yella, and Arabian Prince—were at the 
top of their game and oozed raw energy and 
talent. Truly a classic! 


FROM THE AMOGEBLOG 





A) 
ERIC B & RAKIM 
PAID IN FULL 


(4TH & BWAY, 1987) 


Two words, holy shit, come to mind when 
| think of this Eric B & Rakim album. It’s an 
amazing work in and of itself with each track 
oozing perfection and Rakim proving from the 
get go that he’s one incredibly gifted emcee. 
As with Run-D.M.C’s aforementioned release, 
this album helped usher in a whole new era 
(the golden era) in hip-hop. 45.5 minutes in 
length, Paid In Full’s ten songs are raw and totally 
satisfying hip-hop.“‘Eric B is on the cut and my 
name is Rakim,” from “Eric B is President’ is 
not just an eleven word sentence. That well 
known (and sampled) phrase has long been 
cemented into the lexicon of hip-hop as have 
many of Rakim’s other influential lyrics such 
as “You thought | was a donut. You tried to 
glaze me” from the same song. “Eric B. Is 
President” was just one of five singles off the 
ten track album, which was essentially a kind 
of hip-hop Singles Going Steady collection. The 
four others‘! Ain’t No Joke,’ “I Know You 
Got Soul,” “Move the Crowd,” and “Paid in 
Full’’are all equally classic. Note: this was |987 
when the Dj still was equally prominent to 
the emcee in hip-hop and hence the preva- 
lence of DJ tracks (30%) including“Eric B Is 
On The Cut,” “Chinese Arithmetic,’ and the 
closing “Extended Beat.’ 


0) 
BEASTIE BOYS 
PAUL'S BOUTIQUE 


(CAPITOL, 1989) 


As with so many great works of art that are 
not fully appreciated at first, this sample-rich 
masterpiece by the Beastie Boys was initially 
dismissed as too high in concept and too 
low in instant hit material, mainly because of 
the notable absence of Rick Rubin’s cross- 
over production values that had made their 
previous release—the 1986 debut Licensed To 


[ll—such a hit singles-packed release. But as 
the years progressed and the sheer brilliance 
(both sonically and lyrically) of this album had 
a chance to register with all, this album right- 
fully got the props it deserved. 


With production assistance from the Dust 
Brothers, in a richly diverse sound that incor- 
porated funk, jazz, rock, punk, and obscure 
sound effects, Paul’s Boutique essentially 
rescued the trio from ever being relegated 
to becoming a VHI one-hit wonder novelty 
rap item. Instead it catapulted the Beasties to 
becoming respected, career artists in hip-hop 
and beyond. Rest In Power MCA. 


6) 
DE LA SOUL 
3 FEET HIGH & RISING 


(TOMMY BOY, 1989) 


Like the Beasties’ Paul’s Boutique De La Soul’s 
3 Feet High & Rising is another sample happy 
masterpiece production (and one that conse- 
quently landed the artists and label in legal 
issues). When this debut album by the young 
Long Island trio was unleashed on the rap 
world in 1989 it was totally unlike anything 
else out there up to that point and it blew 
people’s minds with its pioneering quirky yet 
accessible approach to the genre, opening 
it up to whole new possibilities. A fun, joke 
and skit-filled, sample-fueled, one-hour plus, 
24 song five star release with head-nodding, 
timeless tracks like “Say No Go,’ “Ghetto 
Thing,’ “Buddy,” and “Me, Myself, and I?’ While 
De La’s emcees Posdnous, Trugoy The Dove, 
and Maseo (Plugs One, Two, & Three), were 
definitely masters at their craft, as much of 
the credit for this masterpiece goes to “Plug 
Four” (as he was also known), their producer 
Prince Paul—then of Stetsasonic fame— 
for it was his backdrop of diverse sounds 
and samples that created a melange of ever 
shifting moods and paces for the young trio to 
play off of.An amazing rich tapestry of sounds. 
Five star LP! 
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7) 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
WILD STYLE SOUNDTRACK 


(ANIMAL, RHINO, 1983, 1994) 


While this album was released in limited 
pressing at the time of the film’s release | 
didn’t cop my copy of it until a later decade 
when it was widely reissued. But it’s still an 
80’s album and, it could be argued, deserving 
of being in the number one slot because of its 
importance historical significance. 


A compilation of incredible emcees and DJs 
this is another five-star release oozing hip-hop 
classics and boasting such artists as Grand 
Wizard Theodore, Busy Bee, Cold Crush 
Brothers, Double Trouble (Rodney Cee and 
KK Rockwell). This album, which immediately 
summons up visions of the movie it is from, 
demands to be paired with the DVD copy of 
the influential movie it is from. 


8) 
BOOGIE DOWN PRODUCTIONS 
CRIMINAL MINDED 


(B-BOY, 1987) 


Boogie Down Productions’ (BDP) debut land- 
mark hip-hop album Criminal Minded pushed 
the envelope when it was released in 1987 
and likely will forever remain one of the best 
hip-hop albums of all time. The cover pictured 
members KRS-One and DJ Scott La Rock 
menacingly posing with an arsenal of weapons 
and bullets; an album cover art imagery that 
would become commonplace in later years 
as gangsta rap took hold but unseen at this 
relatively tame era in hip-hop. Meanwhile the 
minimalist but powerful music on this eleven 
album pushed hip-hop into new terrain, subtly 
melding reggae dancehall with hard hip-hop 
beats, offering the perfect backdrop to the 
conscious-tinged, hardcore battle lyics on 
songs like “9mm Goes Bang” and the Marley 
Marl/Juice Crew diss “The Bridge Is Over.” 
The fact that not long after the album’s release 
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tragedy struck with DJ Scott La Rock being 
murdered in the South Bronx, long a part of 
hip-hop lore, only further fueled the mystique 
of this hip-hop classic and all later releases by 
BDP and main-man KRS-One. 


9) 
MARLEY MARL 
IN CONTROL: VOLUME 1 


(COLD CHILLIN’ 1988) 


Billed as a Marley Marl album (since he 
produced it) this influential landmark 1988 
hip-hop release by the super talented 
Queensbridge producer was as much a 
compilation as an artist album, boasting time- 
less tracks from some of the best emcees of 
the time who made up the Juice Crew. 


Every track on here is great but In Control, 
Vol. | is worth owning just for the posse-cut 
“The Symphony” alone. In its 5 minutes and 
43 seconds “The Symphony” features memo- 
rable verses from Big Daddy Kane, Craig G., 
Kool G. Rap, and Master Ace. Others who 
ignite the mic throughout this album include 
Biz Markie, Intelligent Hoodlum (Tragedy 
Khadafi), Roxanne Shante, and MC Shan. 
Another 5 out of 5 rated release. 


10) 
TOO SHORT 
BORN TO MACK 


(1987) 


| am torn between this and the Too $hort 
release a year later (Life Is... Too Short) but this 
one rates higher in my book. Born To Mack 
is Too $hort at his rawest/best with such 
classic $hort Dog anthems as “Freaky Tales” 
and “Dope Fiend Beat.’ Some, including the 
artist himself, labeled this music “dirty raps” 
but in actuality this is Oakland street poetry 
at its pure uncut finest, rhymes over mini- 
malist hypnotic funk beats that draw you in as 
Too $hort shares his vivid street tales. 
“An M.A. C.K. from Oakland, Cal - | - Forn -1-A, 


Lijit & 


FROM THE AMOGEBLOG 


o- |J3 


Roa | 








’'m Too $hort baby. No | don’t play. I’m Mackin” 
he boldly brags in “Mack Attack.” Too $hort, 
the rap alter ego of the polite and un-assum- 
ming person born Todd Shaw, is the ultimate 
mack persona throughout this album as he 
takes the listener into his pimp/playboy $hort 
world; one where a woman is “a tender,’ a 
“freak,” a “dick pleaser,’ and of course— 
the word that has consequently become Too 
$hort’s trademark—a “biaaaaaaatch.” More 
on this Bay Area classic when | get round to 
doing my Bay Area best-of lists. 


11) 
LL COOL J 
RADIO 


(DEF JAM, 1985) 


Beyond the fact that this LL Cool J album kicks 
some serious ass and, along with Run-D.M.C., 
personified the newer wave of mid ’80s rap/ 
hip-hop, what is even more amazing is the 
fact that the Queens, New York born rapper 
was only |7 when it was released and just 
16 years old when he recorded most of it. 
He was only 16 when the lead single off the 
album (“Il NeedA Beat’) dropped in 1984. Of 
course as much of the credit for this album’s 
sound goes to Rick Rubin for his instantly 
engaging, stripped-down, gritty and mini- 
malist, yet powerful, booming-beat produc- 
tion style that acted as the perfect backdrop 
for LL’s commanding non-stop flow of brag- 
gadocios b-boy rhymes—all of which were 
complimented by lots of scratching inter- 
spersed throughout courtesy of LL’s DJ 
partner Cut Creator. In fact the single “Rock 
The Bells” was as much a Cut Creator track 
as an LL Cool J one and in the years since 
has become a staple of hip-hop/scratch 
DJs to use a tool for scratch freestyles and 
battle routines. The eleven track album Radio 
opens on a perfect note with “I Can’t Live 
Without My Radio’”—a hit single that also 
appeared on the Krush Groove soundtrack 
for the artist born James Todd Smith who, 
while known to many as an actor these days, 


still continues to record and release music. 
However the flawless Rubin-produced Radio 
still remains the greatest work of his music 
career. Note that Radio was just reissued on 
vinyl this year. 


12) 
BIG DADDY KANE 
LONG LIVE THE KANE 


(COLD CHILLIN’, 1988) 


This debut album from the Juice Crew's Big 
Daddy Kane with production from the Crew’s 
main man with the Midas touch in the studio, 
Marley Marl. Truly a golden era hip-hop gem, 
and one that preceded Kane’s later (not 
nearly as good) more polished playa style and 
image, that stands the test of time boasting 
such classic cuts as “Ain’t No Half-Steppin’” 
(the record’s biggest hit and alone worth the 
price of the album), “Just Rhymin’ with Biz” 
(as its title implies a collar with fellow Juice 
Crew emcee the diabolical Biz Markie),“Raw,’ 
“Set It Off?’ and the title track “Long Live 
The Kane.” The album also offered some pro- 
Black,Afrocentric raps including “Word to the 
Mother(Land).’ When | saw Kane in concert 
in Central Park last August for the 40 year 
anniversary of hip-hop he did some of these 
songs and killed it. 


18) 
EPMD 
STRICTLY BUSINESS 


(FRESH/SLEEPING BAG, 1988) 


The debut album from New York hip-hop 
emcee/production power duo of Erick 
Sermon and Parish Smith (aka PMD), EPMD’s 
name stood for “Erick and Parrish Making 
Dollars.” Although only ten songs in length 
the hip-hop styles displayed on Strictly 
Business—cool laid back rhymes over smooth 
funky beats that sampled an infectious blend 
of funk, soul, and rock—remain influential 
to this day and personify the creme de la 
creme of hip-hop’s much celebrated “golden 
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age” —-something that EPMD kept going on 
their second album, Unfinished Business, the 
following year as well as on later releases (all 
in their “Business” titled series). Unlike albums 
of today, which tend to be smothered in guest 
emcees and producers, with the exception of 
DJ K La Boss (who added his turntablist skills 
to album track that bore his name), Strictly 
Business was purely the talents of Erick and 
Parish who both rapped in a similarly almost 
lazy-sounding, rolling, lyrical flow. The rhyming 
pair also shared production credits on this 
flawless ten track release which spawned four 
singles including the title track, the hip-house 
“Pm Housin,” and the funky head-nodding 
“It’s My Thing” and “You Gots To Chill?” The 
latter song grooved along to a sick sample of 
Zapp’s “More Bounce To The Ounce” coupled 
with a sample of Kool & The Gang’s “Jungle 
Boogie” plus some well utilized Vocoder 
effects. Meanwhile the song/single “Strictly 
Business,’ with its sample of Eric Clapton’s “I 
Shot The Sheriff” won over many non-rap fans 
at the time, as did their sampling of the Steve 
Miller Band on three different album tracks. 
Remember that when this sample heavy album 
dropped in 1988 it was in the pre Blz Markie 
vs. Gilbert O'Sullivan landmark sampling law 
case era, a time when hip-hop artists could 
freely sample other peoples’ music with no 
strings attached. If you listen to any amount of 
hip-hop in the two plus decades since Strictly 
Business dropped you will repeatedly hear 
lyrics off this EPMD debut being paraphrased 
or reworked or scratched-in the later hip-hop 
songs—all proof of how influential and impor- 
tant this five-star hip-hop release was. In fact 
think I’m going go listen to it right now! 


14) 
SLICK RICK 
THE GREAT ADVENTURES 
OF SLICK RICK 


(DEF JAM, 1988) 


In recent times in concert Slick Rick The 
Ruler’s has been performing in full his 
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landmark 1988 album The Great Adventures 
of Slick Rick, which was recently reissued on 
vinyl, to highly appreciative audiences. No 
wonder since The Great Adventures, which 
has been exhaustively sampled and refer- 
enced in hip-hop over the 26 years since its 
release, is both a flawless and highly influen- 
tial hip-hop release; one in which Slick Rick 
is unlike any other emcee in terms of both 
style and flow: a wildly imaginative and witty 
storytelling style delivered in Slick Rick The 
Ruler’s, and his MC Ricky D alter ego, signa- 
ture half-British accent and snappy musical 
flow in which he tells his tales which are 
sometimes presenting totally opposite view- 
points. Included on the album are such clas- 
sics as the ever engaging “Children’s Story,’ 
“The Ruler’s Back,’ and “Mona Lisa,’ the real 
raunchy “Treat Her Like a Prostitute” and 
the X-rated “Indian Girl (Adult Story).” Great 
Adventures’ fans include Nas who called it his 
favorite album of all time. 


15) 
ULTRAMAGNETIC MC’S 
CRITICAL BEATDOWN 


(NEXT PLATEAU, 1988) 


As seems to be the case with so many true 
groundbreaking pieces of art, typically revered 
only in hindsight and years later, back 26 years 
ago when it was first released Ultramagnetic 
MCs’ debut album Critical Beatdown was not 
appropriately greeted as the influential and 
important hip-hop album that it actually was. 
Poor sellingand even considered a bit too weird 
and left of center by a lot of rap fans at the 
time, it was the album’s then groundbreaking 
offbeat lyrical and production approach to the 
genre that has made Critical Beatdown such a 
landmark release; one that opened hip-hop up 
to new frontiers where innovative weirdness 
could be embraced. With Kool Keith’s bizarre 
yet brilliant lyrical flow coupled with Ced 
Gee’s complex take on building tracks out of 
a myriad of discordant samples, unorthodox 
at a time when simply looping a funk break 
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was the norm, Ultramagnetic MCs were truly 
unique. Producer Ced Gee, who had already 
produced the previous year’s five-star hip-hop 
release Criminal Minded for Boogie Down 
Productions, was also a mic wrecker and his 
often bizarre banter was the perfect match for 
the crazy, rapid fire rhyme flow of Kool Keith 
who caught the hip-hop world by surprise as 
he spit with wild abandon lyrics like, “relates 
it verbal, dissing a mouse and smacking any 
gerbil.” (“Ease Back”). DJ] Moe Love added 
a layer of chopped sounds scratched on top 
while member TR Love, while on the cover, 
was barely on this record. Tim Dog was not 
yet a member of the crew although he did 
later appear on a B-side single only release 
off the album (“A Chorus Line” which was 
the |2” b-side to the album track “Traveling 
at the Speed of Thought (Remix)”). This 
B-side, along with several other bonus tracks 
including a hip-house remix of “Traveling,” 
would appear on the 2004 reissue of this 
golden era album. 


Great tracks include “Ego Trippin,” the James 
Brown & the JBs sample-driven “Give The 
Drummer Some,” which famously lent its line 
“Smack My Bitch Up” to The Prodigy’s 1997 
hit of the same name, and “Ain’t It Good to 
You” with Moe Love scratching up a storm 
as the man later known as Dr. Octagon spat 
in his trademark, futuristic style rhymes like, 
“Thoughtless, when | take you far to the 
galaxy. And leave your dome piece in the 
hemisphere. Now your're lost on Jupiter.” 


16) 
JUNGLE BROTHERS 
STRAIGHT OUT THE JUNGLE 


(IDLERS, 1988) 


Totally ahead of its time debut from the Jungle 
Brothers that presented a rich tapestry of 
innovative hip-hop styles and ushered in 
the start of the Native Tongues movement 
as well as help shape hip-hop’s burgeoning 
Afrocentric movement. However the JBs (as 


the Jungle Brothers were often known) didn’t 
manage to make quite the same impact, partic- 
ularly commercially, as their Native Tongues 
brethren A Tribe Called Quest and De La Soul 
who both arrived on the scene after them. In 
fact it was on Straight Out The Jungle where 
many hip-hop fans heard a (still teenaged) 
Q-Tip for the very first time. Perhaps the lack 
of proper recognition for this JB debut was 
because musically they were just too diverse 
and adventurous, or that lyrically they weren't 
as consistently powerful as the other Native 
Tongue ensembles. Hailing from New York 
and comprised of D] Sammy B, and emcees 
Mike Gee, and Afrika Baby Bam the JBs deliv- 
ered Afrocentric-rooted, uplifting socioeco- 
nomic, political commentary that was polar 
(and coastal) opposite of the simultaneously 
new gangsta rap movement led by LA’s NWA. 
It was also a marked departure from the 
gold-chain era of hip-hop and hence distinctly 
part of the new “golden age” of hip-hop. In 
addition its full-on Afrocentric mode Straight 
Out The Jungle broke new ground on many 
levels including that it was the first hip-hop 
album (as distinct from Chicago hip-house) 
to meld house music with hip-hop (the Todd 
Terry collaboration “I'll House You’) which 
was something that thereafter became almost 
a frequent additon to hip-hop albums for a 
couple of years. The album was also adven- 
turous enough to include a track built almost 
entirely around sound samples of jungle 
animals plus drums, chants, and scratches 
(“Sounds Of The Safari’). 


17) 
SRD BASS 
THE CACTUS ALBUM 


(DEF JAM, 1989) 


3rd Bass’ premiere release The Cactus Album 
(aka The Cactus Cee/D) was a powerful and 
promising hip-hop debut that indicated 
that the NY crew would have a long and 
fruitful career. However within three years 
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the trio, comprised of emcees MC Serch 
and Prime Minister Pete Nice along with 
DJ Richie Rich, had called it quits. But the 
three releases they put out in that short 
span (including their 1990 seven track remix 
project Cactus Revisited, and 1991’s Derelicts 
of Dialect) each remain must haves for any 
true hip-hop collector. Throughout the 21 
track album Serch and Nice serve up a bevy 
of braggadocios rhymes with lots of dissing 
or bestowing of “The Gas Face” as they 
called it: the album’s recurring theme that 
was also the title of the track which was 
also acted as the lead single that preceded 
the LP’s release. Along with “The Gas Face” 
the album’s best tracks include “Products 
Of The Environment,” “Brooklyn Queens,” 
“Steppin’ To The A.M.,” “Wordz of Wisdom,” 
and “Wordz of Wisdom Pt. 2” both of which 
had the catchy refrain “Three The Hard Way” 
which coincidentally was the group’s name 
before changing it to 3rd Bass. 


While not every track had solid vocal 


deliveries The Cactus Album’s production 
was amazing on every track thanks to its 
producers. Sam Sever (who got lots of shout 
outs throughout the album and later was 
part of the short-lived Downtown Science) 
was the main producer on The Cactus Album 
which also had production input from both 
Pete Nice and MC Serch, along with the 
heavyweights Prince Paul and The Bomb 
Squad (Hank Shocklee, Keith Shocklee, Eric 
“Vietnam” Sadler). The Prince Paul produced 
“The Gas Face” also introduced the world 
to the voice of MF DOOM who made his 
vinyl debut on the single/album track when 
he went by the name of Zev Love X and then 
of the group KMD. A fun, well paced, funky 
beat driven album it sounds like it was fun 
recording it and in fact lots of the laughter 
from the recording sessions were left on the 
final mix including on the silly “Flippin Off 
The Wall Like Lucy Ball’ which sounds like 
MC Serch channeling Tom Waits channeling 
Louis Armstrong, and led to legal action 
being taken by Waits against the group. 
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18) 
BIZ MARKIE 
GOIN’ OFF 


(COLD CHILLIN’, 1988) 


Biz Markie’s Marley Marl produced 1988 debut 
Goin’ Off displays all of his greatest hip-hop 
assets:a silly, comedic approach to a genre often 
taken too seriously with a gift for rhyming and 
beatboxing and singing in an off key style - as 
witnessed on such standout tracks as “Nobody 
Beats The Biz,’ “Picking Boogers” and “The 


Vapors”. In hip-hop Biz Markie was an anomaly: 


an emcee who could be silly but yet taken seri- 
ously. The Biz came to fame during hip-hop’s 
golden era, as part of the Juice Crew, as the 
beatboxing rapper with the comedic streak 
who won the hearts of fans (many who didn’t 
like even rap before) with such songs as the 
ones on this album like “Make The Music With 
Your Mouth, Biz’ (originally a 1986 single) or 
“Just A Friend” off the following year’s The 
Biz Never Sleeps. While in more recent years 
the Biz may be better known to mainstream 
audiences for his movie and TV roles including 
playing the beatboxing alien in Men In Black Il 
or his entertaining “Beat of The Day” segment 
role in the kids show Yo Gabba Gabba! But 
back in the 80’s along with the Fat Boys and 
Doug E. Fresh, Biz Markie ranked among the 
early ambassadors of beatboxing and as such is 
credited with getting it respected by the main- 
stream. His consequent albums - none of which 
were produced by Marley Marl - 1989’s The Biz 
Never Sleeps, 1991’s | Need a Haircut, 1993's All 
Samples Cleared!, and the 2003 album Weekend 
Warrior were each good but artistically never 
quite reached the pinnacle of greatness that his 
debut Goin’ Off did. 
19) 


MC LYTE 
LYTE AS A ROCK 


(FIRST PRIORITY, 1988) 


Incredible debut album from MC Lyte with 
which she instantly disproved the broad 


common misconception at the time women 
couldn’t really rap or at least not nearly as 
good as their male counterparts. The fact 
that there were so few other female rappers 
putting out albums in the 80’s with a distinctly 
uneven ratio of female to male rappers only 
helped enforce the negative stereotypes of 
women in rap. 


But Brooklyn’s MC Lyte, who was not simply 
a great “female rapper” but a “great rapper” 
by any standards, ably proved that she could 
more than hold her own and give other sucka 
emcees (male and female alike) a run for their 
money. Standout tracks of the ten track LP 
include the title track, “10% Dis,’ “I Cram to 
Understand U,” and “Paper Thin” on which 
she flexes her mic skills in her instantly recog- 
nizable raw flow—all complimented with the 
production of Audio Two, Alliance, Prince Paul, 
and King of Chill. 
20) 


SCHOOLLY D 
SATURDAY NIGHT! - THE ALBUM 


(SCHOOLLY D RECORDS, 1986) 


With tales of sex and violence Philly rapper 
Schoolly D was gangsta rap before it was its 
own accepted genre of music and which influ- 
enced such artists as Ice T. Originally released 
in 1986 (re-released via RCA a year later) 
Saturday Night! - The Album was the artist’s 
second album on which, with help from his 
DJ Code Money, he unleashed such in your 
face tracks as “Get ’n’ Paid,’ “We Get Ill,’ 
“Do It Do It,’ “B-Boy Rhyme and Riddle,” the 
abstract “‘It’s Crack,’ and of course the classic 
title track. “Saturday night and I’m feelin kinda 
sporty. Went to a bar and caught me a 40. Got 
kinda a high and a kinda drunk. So | kicked 
the ass of this little punk” is just the beginning 
of this tale of a wild and crazy Saturday night 
out on the town for Schoolly that cemented 
him as one hardcore nasty-mouthed, violent, 
misogynistic rapper—kind of like Eazy E 
meets Too $hort but only harder which is 
interesting since he would later switch up his 
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style to become Afrocentric and then, in more 
recent years, into soundtrack production, but 
| still find myself going back to this classic and 
his other early era work. 


BLOGGER'S NOTE: 


When fellow Amoeblogger Billy Gil, who has done a 
number of Best Of lists in various genres, invited me to 
do some hip-hop best-of lists | had mixed feelings about 
the task.While | love drawing up lists of my favorite 
hip-hop releases from different eras and regions, | know 
that no matter what | include or how | position/rate it, 
later | will feel some kind of regret thinking that maybe 
I should have included or excluded a release or not 
ranked it as high on the list.And | am sure there will be 
commenters who will have the same critical thoughts 
(a Ia "I can't believe you didn't include or that 
you ranked____ as number one," etc.). Simply put, it is 
difficult to narrow down Best Of lists because firstly it's 
personal and subjective, and secondly because a list | 
(or you) may draw up today will be different from one 
we might compile in a year's time. Musical tastes and 
opinions, especially in retrospect, are constantly in flux 
for me anyway. 





Furthermore, sometimes an album or a single will rate 
high on one list (depending on the category) but not 

so on another.An example from this list would be Too 
$hort who would rank up the top of a Bay Area list but 
lower on an overall hip-hop album list of the 80's. Then 
there are all of those amazing hip-hop singles that were 
only singles, non-album cuts, or were culled from albums 
that otherwise were not as strong overall. Or in the 

case of Malcolm McLaren's 1983 album Duck Rock, 
which technically is a diverse genre album with hip-hop 
content and packaged in a hip-hop fashion from its 
cover art to how it is meshed together by the Worlds 
Famous Supreme Team radio show, it doesn't technically 
qualify as a hip-hop album.Add to my not included on 
the list 80's albums: such compilations as Mr Magic's 
Rap Attack series since | tried to focus purely on artist 
(vs. compilation) releases with the exception of one 
soundtrack on the list. Anyway, to combat all of this, | 
plan on doing many more best-of hip-hop lists with the 
goal being to include as many titles of great records as 
possible overall. ¥ 
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Lin Qamm 


Read my sassy comments. 





Electric Six — Mustang 
(METROPOLIS) 

If you live in a large American city, this is a band 
you will consistently have access to at least once 
a year. I’m calling them the hardest working 
band in show business. Twelve years after their 
success with novelty hits “Gay Bar” and “Danger! 
Danger! High Voltage!” they are still funnier and 
better than most bands. This album features a 
song called “Adam Levine,” a delightful tongue- 
in-cheek diss track slamming the Maroon 5 
singer and the safe, bland gentrification of rock. 
Right on. 


Moistboyz — V (NEVERMAN) 

After Ween broke up, Mickey Melchiando (AKA 
Dean Ween) released this criminally unsung and 
underlooked album under his alter-alter ego 
Mickey Moist. Aaron Freeman (Gene Ween) is 
set to release a new album sometime this year 
with his band Freeman. So far all post-Ween 
endeavors by the duo have maintained the 
highest quality music Ween fans have come to 
expect. Ween breaking up is like your parents 
getting divorced; it’s sad at first, then you 
realize you'll be getting more presents each 
Christmas. Or Chanukah. Or the ancient pagan 
ritual of Hellene, sanctioned by the Archbishop 
of Constantinople Gregory of Nazianzus. 
“Chickendick,” “Paperboy,” “Protect & Serve” 
and “Crisis & Vices” are the freshest batch of 
jams I’ve heard in a while. Wonderful lyrics and 





vocals by Guy Heller (Dicky Moist). | had the 
pleasure of seeing them twice on this tour with 
Nick Oliveri (Queens of the Stone Age) on bass. 


Melvins — Tres Cabrones (iPECAC) 
If you slept on this album, then you should wake 
up! The best drummer in the world is Dale 
Crover. Dale plays bass on this record. Sitting 
in his throne is Mike Dillard. Mike is the first 
Melvins drummer, originally retired in 1984. 
Now he’s back, and Dale is playing bass. Hear 
them cover such traditional folk ballads as “Tie 
My Pecker ToA Tree” and “99 Bottle of Beer On 
The Wall.” 


GWAR - Battle Maximus 

(METAL BLADE) 

The world of music at large still owes a debt of 
gratitude to GWAR and its recently deceased 
singer, Dave Brockie. GWAR stayed good and 
stayed dangerous for 30 years. This album is defi- 
nitely the highest note to end an accomplished 
career on. This is the hardest, most assaulting 
music I’ve ever heard. “Nothing Left Alive,’ 
“Raped At Birth” and “They Swallowed The Sun” 
are gems. Fans can donate to the Dave Brockie 
fund at www.gwar.net. 


ia Nebraska (2013) -— Directed 
by Alexander Payne 


A simple, funny movie, dense with flavor and 
wisdom. Will Forte and Bruce Dern as father & 
son stumble through life’s little disasters, putting 
the pieces back together where they fit. Black & 
white & outta sight! 


Tip: 
Listen to my band Parents.We're pretty good! Facebook. 
com/parentsloveu 


Akhirwom 


Head Druid of the Rock Floor/ 
Queen of the Night/ 
The Rap Game Hillary Clinton 
Trust — Joyland (arts & CRAFTS) 
This album is like a disco bat flying out of goth 
heaven. Dreamboat frontman Robert Alfons 


makes dark, seductive synthpop with a nod to 
anthemic ’90s club bangers. 
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Swans — To Be Kind (YOUNG Gob) 
Swans make music that’s defined by both an 
unearthly beauty and an absolutely terrifying 
lyrical content. That's ART. When | was in grad 
school, | sprained my ankle and couldn’t leave 
my apartment for food or human contact for 
three days in a row. | pulled an all nighter to 
finish my thesis, and around 4 a.m., 1 decided the 
only thing that was gonna get me through it was 
to listen to Swans on repeat. “This legitimately 
could drive me insane,’ | reasoned with myself 
on the /0th listen to a lovely, ethereal song 
about human cruelty, but hell, it seemed worth 
it. THIS ALBUM IS WORTH IT. 


HTRK — Psychic 9-5 Club 
(GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 

HTRK are the sound of every deep summer 
night where it’s too damn hot out and too damn 
late to do anything but make bad decisions. 
Opiate vocals, desire on ice, urban disaffection 
and desolation all through the filter of some 
seriously languid, hazy, dark R&B. 


Marissa Nadler — July 

(SACRED BONES) 

Marissa Nadler’s dreamy, fragile voice sings of 
lost loves, wandering souls, and dusty backroads 
haunted by heartbreak and regret. Listening to 
this album is an immersive experience; this lady 
really casts a spell. 


Various Artists — Killed By 


Deathrock Vol. I (SACRED BONES) 
Great compilation from the always on-point 
Sacred Bones. A nice selection of largely- 
forgotten deathrock bands. Swingin’ tunes for 
druid gatherings and cat weddings. 


The Cleaners From Venus — 


The Cleaners From Venus Vol. 3 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 

Captured Tracks continues their worthy mission 
of reissuing all the dreamy, jangly Cleaners from 
Venus albums. Perfect rainy day music. 


ia The Great Beauty (2013) - 


Directed by Paolo Sorrentino 

If you’re into Fellini and Antonioni, you can prob- 
ably get down with this movie. True to its title, 
this straight-to-Criterion release celebrates the 
overwhelming beauty of life. Now, the life in 
question here is spent in the upper echelons of 
hedonistic, jaded contemporary Roman society, 
but that just means that in addition to the usual 
ruts, unfulfilled dreams, and small joys we all deal 
with, there are also some really killer parties. 
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ia Blue Is the Warmest Color 
(2013) -— Directed by 


Abdellatif Kechiche 

Super long, super NC-1I7, and super lovely, this 
is one of the rawest, most aching portrayals of 
love and heartbreak to ever hit the screen. Ehhh 
words don’t do justice to this beautifully-shot 
story of first love that will leave you thinking 
about the characters long afterwards. Highly 
recommended for all human people. 


md RRM 
POGO_POPE. 


| was made for two things: Circle Pits and 
dancing to Janet Jackson. 


I sing for a band called SSLEAZE 
and D| every Friday night at THE LASH 
for a party called “BOY.” 


Lust For Youth -— International 
(SACRED BONES) 

From start to finish, this is just a beautifully 
crafted synthpop album. Very reminiscent 
of New Order, Pet Shop Boys and mid-era 
Depeche Mode. A tad more polished up than 
any of their previous minimal-coldwave releases, 
but that’s totally fine. This album has full poten- 
tial to become one of your new favorites.A must 
have for any fans of Cold Cave, Clan of Xymox 
and Merchandise. 


Brody Dalle — Diploid Love 
(CAROLINE) 

The queen of punk is back! Still angry, but with a 
little more gloss. Diploid Love is a journey into 
the artist’s new life, as a mother, sobriety and 
her disconcern with the world. Tracks like “Rat 
Race” and “Underworld” will have you back in 
the pit, but don’t expect to get too worn out, as 
this album’s shine is dripping with pop and good 
ol’ rock ’n’ roll anthems. 


Trust — Joyland (arts & CRAFTS) 

Yet another perfect release from Trust. Taking a 
step back from the darkwave sounds from the 
first album and heading more into realms of early 
90s rave music, Joyland is a blast from start to 
finish. Beautiful, haunting vocals bopping around 
infectious synth sounds to keep you lost in a 
haze. Most of these tracks actually were written 
seven years ago in Alfons’ bedroom, which is just 
to showcase how talented this man has always 
been.A true dreamboat. If you dig Pictureplane 
or Crystal Castles, you have to pick this up. 


Bleached -— For the Feel 7” 

(DEAD OCEANS) 

The past year has been a crazy one to say the 
least for SoCal punk sisters Jennifer and Jessie 
Clavin. After a solid first full-length, For the Feel 
is the follow-up EP, and it totally rules. Keeping 
things sunny and packed with punk power, For 
The Feel is sure to become a vital need for your 
record collection. In a sea of mundane and 
exhausting bands, Bleached are here to save the 
world of independent and garage music. This 
band could be your life. 


Animal Bodies — Deep Sleep/ 


The Golden Triangle (DOWNLOAD) 
Animal Bodies strike again with something 
even creepier and grim than before. Pulsing and 
devastating synth sounds emanate from both 
tracks here. “Deep Sleep” has a heavy EBM 
approach, while “The Golden Triangle” focuses 
back on their macabre-ridden darkwave founda- 
tion. Both jams are singles from their upcoming 
LP The Killing Scene that | couldn’t stress more 
about your need to not miss out on. This is true 
darkwave at its finest. 


Austra — Habitat 12” (DoMINo) 

l’'ve been waiting for this song to finally be 
recorded, and | am so happy it has happened. 
Beautiful synthpop perfectly set for that night- 
time hour. Katie Stelmanis has a voice like no 
other, and in the title track, we get the dynamics 
of all her best sides. “Habitat” is followed by 
three instrumental tracks, which are new to any 
album Austra has put out. | am certain “Habitat” 
will make a favorite for DJs all around. Play this 
next to your Knife, Robyn and Grimes jams for 
the best dance party. 


High-Functioning Flesh - 

A Unity of Miseries - A Misery 
of Unities 

Electro punx HFF serving you some of the 
hardest hitting EBM that’s been heard. Taking 
electronic music back to its true punk rooting, 
A Unity of Miseries is one of the most refreshing 
releases in a long time. This is a must have for 


any fan of Portion Control or DAF. Do not sit 
on this. STIFF DANCE. 


GOLD ZEBRA - GOLD ZEBRA 
(VISAGE MUSIQUE) 

Probably my most favorite release to come this 
issue of Music We Like. Beautiful italo synthpop 
from Montreal. This album is EXACTLY what 
you need for these upcoming summer nights. 
Feelings of lust, longing, love and passion drip 


from each song that you won't be able to resist. 
Should fit just perfectly next to your Chromatics 
and Desire records, maybe even Ladytron. A 
must have before this goes out of print. | toss 
and turn on “Drift Away” and “Apart Again” on 
being my favorite track. Just play it, and groove. 


Tip: 
Punk Forever. TUNA TARDUGNO IS GOD. 


— Akl 


Born & raised in Los Angeles, 
Amoebite since August 201 | 
(Soul Dept.), DJs Funk, Soul, Reggae, 
Old School Hip Hop, Punk, Boogie 
& Oldies, strictly on vinyl. 
Loves spinning records, watching movies, 
growing his beard & customer service! 


Merry Clayton — The Best of 


Merry Clayton (SONY LEGACY) 

Great singer. She does an amazing funk soul 
version of the Rolling Stones’ “Gimme Shelter.’ 
Merry sang the female background vocals on the 
Rolling Stones version. 


Sylvia Striplin — Give Me Your 
Love / You Can’t Turn Me Away 


12”? (UNO MELODIC) 

This 12” is a must have for any serious collector 
or D]. Roy Ayers does the production work, and 
it is a dancefloor classic. It was later sampled for 
the Notorious B.I.G. hit “Get Money.” 


Misfits — Halloween 7” (GET HIP) 

It’s a reissue but still worth having in the collec- 
tion, not to mention the amount of money you 
save because an original copy goes for $450. 
Also, it’s on orange vinyl, and it’s great to play at 
any Halloween parties. 


Todd Terje — Leisure Suit 
Preben 7” (OLSEN) 

A great 7” to own.Will definitely be sought after 
by collectors in a year or two. Contains “Leisure 
Suit Preben”’ Single Version & “Preben Goes To 
Acapulco” Single Version. 
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— 8” 
Apri. 


Pye Corner Audio — Black Mill 
Tapes Volumes [| -4 (Type) 


HTRK — Psychic 9-5 Club 
(GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 


yyu — Kiss As We Walk 12” (Ramp) 


Oren Ambarchi, Keiji Haino, 
Jim O’Rourke — Only Wanting 
To Melt Beautifully Away Is It A 
Lack Of Contentment That Stirs 
Affection For Those Things Said 


To Be As Of Yet Unseen 
(BLACK TRUFFLE) 


Avey Tare’s Slasher Flicks - 
Enter The Slasher House (DomINo) 


Ablebody - After Hours 7” 
(SELF-RELEASED) 


-MEPYADET W- 


Music is nothing more than the 
manipulation of emotion through sound. 
~ Ben Ricci 


Archspire — The Lucid 


Collective (SEASON OF MIST) 

Possibly the best tech-death band in the world; 
these Canadians need to be heard to be 
believed. The band is a five piece consisting of 
Spencer Prewett (drums), Dean Lamb (eight- 
string guitar), Toby Morelli (seven-string guitar), 
Oli Peters(vocals) and Jaron Evil (six-string fret- 
less bass!). Pure raging tech. No clean vocals. The 
shweeps picks. The tappy-tappy. Blazingly fast yet 
highly musical drumming. Truly innovative bass 
playing. And a vocalist who spits the lyrics as 
fast as the guitarists are shredding the notes. 
Get into it!!! The Lucid Collective is their second 
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album. Upon the first listen, it’s impressive. On 
the second listen, it’s invigorating. On the third, 
it's your new favorite metal album. Look for 
their first release All Shall Align. It’s just as good! 
Special note: If you google “hyper technical death 
metal,” Archspire is the first hit. Stay Tech! 


Dying Fetus — Reign Supreme 
(RELAPSE) 

This shit’ll make you believe in grindcore again. 
Violent and unapologetically vulgar. This is a must- 
have for any metal aficionado. Brutal enough for 
the headbangers and technical enough for the 
shredders. All metalheads can enjoy this one! 


Artificial Brain — Labyrinth 


Constellation (PROFOUND LORE) 

This is the other guitarist from Revocation’s 
other band. That’s right: Dan Gargiulo. This band 
is nothing like Revocation, but it’s probably just as 
good. Insane sci-fi tech death metal. Engrossingly 
layered nebulaic riffs with razor sharp licks and 
chordal raking that slices through your precon- 
ceptions of the genre. The vocals are a little 
one-dimensional, but this is clearly the dimen- 
sion one passes through on their way to hell! | 
would describe W. Smith’s voice as the sound of 
flesh tearing. It also plays very well beginning to 
end. They clearly thought about the album as a 
whole instead of just a bunch of riffs that they 
liked. And to top it off, it was produced by the 
one and only Colin Marston! 


Revocation — Revocation 

(RELAPSE) 

After two full lengths and an EP, each with their 
own titles, they suddenly release a self-titled 
album? Whatever, cuz this shit is awesome! 
David Davidson’s playing reminds one of the 
days when guitarists were gods. Songwriting is 
clearly priority one in this band, but that in no 
way means they’re gonna sacrifice the shred. 
| guess you could describe them as progres- 
sive thrash/death metal with AMAZING guitar 
solos. Or you could just settle for calling them a 
phenomenal metal band and enjoy the music! 


Toto — Dune [Score] 

(MUSIC ON VINYL) 

| love movie soundtracks on vinyl, and this is a 
prime example of why. The opening track has 
Virginia Madsen’s exposition monologue from 
the beginning of the film over it. That alone 
makes this worth buying. | never would have 
thought I'd be so into music written by Toto, but 
it’s Soooooo good! And there’s a song by Brian 
Eno on it, too.A cult-status turkey of a film with 
a legitimately great soundtrack. 


Alain Goraguer — La Planete 


Sauvage (Fantastic Planet) (PATHE) 
Super psychedelic French synth experimental 
rock from 1973? Whatever you wanna call it, it 
ranges from hypnotically beautiful to jarringly 
disorienting. Just as trippy and subversive as the 
movie itself. Special note: Fantastic Planet is the 
animated film that Jennifer Lopez is watching 
while she smokes a joint in the movie The Cell. 


Joseph Bishara - 


Insidious Chapter 2 (volb) 

In 2010 the movie Insidious reinvigorated the 
horror genre and was greatly enhanced by the 
synth stylings of Joseph Bishara, who also played 
the red-faced demon in the film! Then in 2013 
Insidious Chapter 2 came along to continue the 
story with Joseph in tow. | can honestly say that 
Bishara’s musical cues are the most effective part 
of the scares in this film. Over-the-top chaotic 
violins and nightmare atmosphere synths tear 
your sense of well-being asunder! They’re working 
on the third one now. Keep an eye out! 


John Corigliano - 
Altered States (RCA) 


This is the soundtrack to that crazy Ken Russell 
film about hallucinogens and sensory depriva- 
tion tanks which was loosely based on the real- 
life research of Dr. John C. Lilly. It plays like the 
soundtrack to a haunted house without being 
cheesy. Seriously disturbing, and a masterful 
example of the use of an orchestra to violently 
effect mood. 


ia Dream Home (2010) - 
Directed by Ho-Cheung Pang 


A film about a woman who has her heart set 
on the dream apartment, but she can’t afford 
it. So she starts killing everyone in the building 
to lower the property value. Which is a brilliant 
idea! By the way: Do you have any clue what a 
long and arduous process strangling someone to 
death really is? This movie does! I’m in charge of 
the horror section in the movie department, so 
| see A LOT of scary movies. | haven’t been truly 
impressed by a horror film in a long time. This 
one got me. 


Frank Zappa — Joe’s Garage 
(MUNCHKIN MUSIC) 

Everyone was always so shocked by Zappa’s 
lyrical battles with censorship and his abilities as 
a composer and orchestrator that they seemed 
to completely overlook his ability as a guitarist. 
Zappa was at least as good as Hendrix, possibly 
better. The track “Watermelon in Easter Hay” 
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from his rock musical Joe’s Garage is the best 
example of this, and just might be the greatest 
guitar solo ever recorded by a man. Not the 
fastest or most complicated. The greatest! A 
10-minute instrumental odyssey that leaves 
you emotionally deconstructed and begging for 
more. It has infinite replay value. Before you 
judge or get defensive about who your favorite 
guitarist is, please sit down with an open ear and 
really listen to this song. 


Anaal Nathrakh -— Passion 

(BACK ON BLACK) 

This is easily the angriest blackened death I’ve 
ever heard.A vicious slap in the face to all false 
metal! This British two-piece, made up of Mick 
Kenney and V1I.T-R.I.O.L., never hold back, and 
are mean enough for the diehard black metal 
fan, yet progressive enough for the death metal 
lover as well. Standout track: “Tod Huetet 
Uebel.” This song features totally insane over- 
the-top screaming vocals that might make you 
laugh, but will seriously impress you as well. 


Indricothere — [I (GILEAD MEDIA) 
Pronounced In-dri-cah-ther-ree. This is the 
second solo album from the prolific Colin 
Marston. (Behold... the Arctopus, Dysrhythmia, 
Gorguts, Krallice, not to mention a myriad of 
production/ recording credits) | would describe 
Il as the instrumental metalhead’s dream come 
true! After the first Indricothere album (self- 
titled), it was thought that it would be a one-off. 
Then, years later, and without warning: BOOM! 
Il comes blazing out of the gate, easily twice 
as good as the first. The warr guitar is back, 
along with regular guitar, bass and meticulously 
programmed drums, all by Colin himself. The 
Indricothere sound levitates in an instrumental 
limbo between progressive thrash, melodic 
tech-death and ultra heavy grind. Totally engaging 
from beginning to end, with genuinely infectious 
riffs. The craftsmanship of the songs was clearly 
of great importance to its writer, making the 
only problem with the album the fact that it isn’t 
longer. | urge you to get lost in the transcendent 
mindscape of virtuosity that is Indricothere! 


ia Evil Dead (2013) - 
Directed by Fede Alvarez 


STOP! Before you get all “Fuck horror movie 
remakes!’ on me, just listen up! This is easily one 
of the goriest films ever made. EVER! And, if you 
were to watch it, you'd see pretty quickly that it’s 
a sequel, not a remake. The car from the original 
Evil Dead (1981) is sitting next to the cabin all 
rusted out. The remake of Evil Dead is called Evil 
Dead Il and was made in 1987. Next you're going 
to complain about the dialogue and acting. Was 
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the dialogue and acting that good in the original? 
Answer: No. Bruce Campbell’s charisma is what 
held the dramatic performances in that movie 
together. Moving on—I got to see this in the 
theater with the lead actress, Jane Levy (super 
cute!), there to do live commentary over the 
film along with Doug Benson and a few of his 
comic friends at the Cinefamily Movie Theater. It 
was awesome. | don’t know where to begin with 
how outrageously bloody this movie was. Her 
character (among other things) boils her own 
skin in the shower and chainsaws a demon in 
half vertically while it rains blood from the sky! 


Who cares if it’s not a dramatic tour-de-force. 


Screw that Hollywood bloat! This is a horror 
movie. That’s all they tried to make, and that’s 


Tip: 
I enjoy music because it is impressive, not necessarily 
because it is enjoyable. 


2 


Semper 
CY uerrtk da 


ONAL 


ii oppen) 
“The whole world is a circus, 
if you look at it the right way. 
Every time you pick up a handful of dust, 

and see not the dust, but a mystery, 

a marvel, there in your hand, 

every time you stop and think, 
‘Tm alive, and being alive is fantastic!’ 

Every time such a thing happens. 

You are part of the Circus of Dr. Lao.” 


~ Dr. Lao from 
The 7 Faces of Dr. Lao 


(1) Orange is the New Black 
(2013) - Created by 

Jenji Kohan 

The best showcase for female actors on TV 
since The Golden Girls. 


() Veronica Mars (2003-2005) - 
Created by Rob Thomas 


| <3 Veronica Mars. 


C) Deadwood (2004-2006) - 
Created by David Milch 


Shakespeare in the West with “c-suckers” and 
“f¥cks.” A gorgeous, nasty and downright perfect 
series. 


The Fugees — The Score 
(COLUMBIA) 
Just perfect and reissued, too, on |80 gram. 


ii The Raid 2 (2014) - Directed 
by Gareth Huw Evans 


The best, rawest, most smack-downest action 
movie of 2014. 


ia Sorcerer (1978) — Directed by 
William Friedkin 


A great double feature with Cruising—William 
Friedkin Double Feature Night! 


ia The Grand Budapest Hotel 
(2014) - Directed by 


Wes Anderson 
Another great film by Wes Anderson. Need | say 
more? 


©) Under The Skin (2014) - 


Directed by Jonathan Glazer 
Scarlett Johansson gives the performance of a 
career. Sexy and grotesque masterpiece. 


ia Red River (1948) —- 
Directed by Howard Hawks, 


Arthur Rosson 
Best way to say goodbye to friends and 
coworkers. The Last Picture Show. 


im The Lego Movie (2014) - 
Directed by Phil Lord and 
Chris Miller 


Awesome! Just plain awesome! 


ia Ms. 45 (1981) — Directed by 


Abel Ferrera 

Abel Ferrara’s grindhouse masterpiece is now 
available. Boy—will you hate men after you 
finish this movie. 


ia Bring Me the Head of Alfredo 
Garcia (1974) — Directed by 
Sam Peckinpah 


After you see this movie, you'll understand why 
| have a Peckinpah tattoo on my arm. Sam’s best 
and most personal work. 


ima Narco Cultura (2013) - 
Directed by Shaul Schwarz 


If you want to know more about what is going 
on down south, check out this unflinching doc 
on the music and violence in Mexico. 


NWA - Straight Outta 


Compton (PRIORITY) 
“Express Yourself” and “F*ck tha Police”! I’m 
out! 


ia SAM SHEPARD is BACK! 

Cold in July (2014). Harry Dean Stanton: Partly 
Fiction (2012). Mud (2012). Out of the Furnace 
(2013). Shepard & Dark (2012). 


im Night Tide (1961) — Directed 


by Curtis Harrington 

Like Splash but with Dennis Hopper turning in 
a heartbreaking performance, and as a good guy, 
too. Weird. Beautifully remastered on Blu-ray. A 
lost B&W cult classic. Will weep harder at this 
movie than The Notebook. 


| write all the time. 
| play guitar for a shoegaze band 
called Crystales (crystales.bandcamp.com). 
And | DJ darkwave/new wave/obscure 
pop hits the last Monday of the month 
at La Cuevita. 


Cold Beat — Over Me 

(CRIME ON THE MOON) 

Grass Widow's Internal Logic came out two years 
ago and blew me away with its spectral harmo- 
nies and cool, spare guitarwork. Now bassist 
Hannah Lew has a new project called Cold Beat, 
and damn if it isn’t every bit as enjoyable as her 
other band. While a lot of elements are the 
same, like Lew’s high, lilting voice, which can hang 
bodiless and eerily on a note while the jagged 
post-punk guitars make up the song’s skeleton, 
Cold Beat fill out some of the sound with sci-fi 
synths and lo-fi beats. 


Melted Toys — Melted Toys 
(UNDERWATER PEOPLES) 

S.F’s Melted Toys sound almost impossibly 
delicate and out-of-time on their debut. Hazy 
guitars, fey vocals, light washes of synthesizer 
make for a gorgeous sound blend. 
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White Fence -— For the Recently 


Found Innocent (DRAG CITY) 

It can be a drag when artists who've previously 
recorded in lo-fi trade for something cleaner 
and safer. But while Tim Presley’s fifth album as 
White Fence, For the Recently Found Innocent, was 
recorded in a studio and not the bedroom and 
features a more live feel, it isn’t some self-impor- 
tant statement or anything. It just better reveals 
the tunefulness that has always been prevalent in 
White Fence’s sprawling releases. 


Ty Segall — The Manipulator 
(DRAG CITY) 

Truthfully, | don’t know how this is gonna sound 
yet, but Ty Segall’s prolific track record has not 
a dirty mark on it, so how can it be anything 
but great? From the bits I’ve heard, expect 
some of the mass guitar fuzz of Ty Segall Band’s 
Slaughterhouse along with the more acoustic 
singer/songwriter material he showcased on his 
last album, Sleeper, filtered through his good ol’ 
power-pop songwriting chops. 


Roses — Dreamlover 

(GROUP TIGHTENER) 

Featuring Abe Vigoda’s Juan Velasquez, L.A’s 
Roses blend shimmering guitars and with washes 
of dreamy synthesizers, swoony new romantic 
vocals and new-wave basslines on their excel- 
lent debut EP 


Zola Jesus — Taiga (MUTE) 

Wow, the new Zola Jesus is gonna kick ass. The 
pieces I’ve heard are amazing, fully embracing 
dance-pop but with Nika Roza Danilova’s 
haunting vocals breathing snow all over the 
music’s bright synths and beats. 


Tip: 
All of these bands are local to LA. and the Bay Area. 
Support local music! 
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Brad 


Lower — Seek Warmer Climes 
(MATADOR) 


Lust For Youth — International 
(SACRED BONES) 


Sharon Van Etten — 
Are We There (jJAGJAGUWAR) 


Merchandise — After The End 
(4AD) 


A Sunny Day In Glasgow - 
Sea When Absent (LEFse) 


I 2e [ 20 

b RA XASYL SLIT AKL 

just when you think you know what 
youre doing, it all changes... 
http://youtu.be/3_wzOtDr5sl 


Axxa/Abraxas — Axxa/Abraxas 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 


The War On Drugs - Lost in 
the Dream (SECRETLY CANADIAN) 


Temples — Sun Structures 
(FAT POSSUM) 


Doug Paisley — Strong Feelings 
(NO QUARTER) 


Real Estate — Atlas (DOMINO) 


Various Artists — C86 
[Deluxe Edition] (CHERRY RED) 


Aztec Camera - High Land, 
Hard Rain [30th Anniversary 
Edition] (DOMINO) 


Bob Wills & His Texas 
Playboys — Riding Your Way: 
The Lost Transcriptions for 


Tiffany Music 1946-1947 
(REAL GONE) 


The Bats — Volume |! 
(FLYING NUN / CAPTURED TRACKS) 


[ 2e 
is RAVASYL XS. 
The War On Drugs - 


Lost in the Dream 

(SECRETLY CANADIAN) 

Philadelphia-basedAdam Granduciel and his band 
The War on Drugs’ finely-crafted third album, 
Lost in the Dream, was wrought with troubles 
from inception to its release in March—a major 
breakup, severe depression, maladjustments 
post-tour—surrounding the band’s leader and 
primary songwriter Granduciel. Those events 
inform the sounds and words of Lost in the 
Dream, a massive, mellow bummer of an incred- 
ible record. The War on Drugs mix ’80s-inspired 
Heartland rock with hazy shoegaze and some 
Bob Dylan for good measure—call it Americana 
dream pop. If debut album Wagonwheel Blues was 
their Freewheelin’ and follow-up Slave Ambient 
their Highway 61 Revisited, then Lost in the Dream 
is their Blonde On Blonde, for sure. The inspira- 
tions pop up fast across the album’s |0 tracks, 
from Dylan to Springsteen to The Cure to Sonic 
Youth to Dire Straits to Tom Petty to Kurt Vile 
(an ex-W.O.D. member); it wears its classic rock 
influences on its sleeve. Comparisons to other 
classic double albums like Disintegration and 
Daydream Nation are also valid, and Lost in the 
Dream can rightfully take its place alongside those 
timeless forerunners. “Under the Pressure’ is 
the opener that sets up the panicked feeling of 
a breakdown and stretches its legs across nearly 
nine minutes. Granduciel sings, sounding mildly 
like Paul Simon, as the music grows ever-intense 
over honking saxophone and chiming guitar, 
“When you come here and I’m wasted/Lying on 
a hill, dancing in the rain/Hiding in the back, loos- 
ening my grip/Wading in the water, just trying 
not to crack under the pressure,” the recipient 
of his S.OS. is unclear; but here is a man with 
the wheels of his life about to come off. First 
single “Red Eyes” is more upbeat, with its bursts 
of electricity and urgent yet ecstatic “whoo!’’s 
in the choruses; then comes to a crawl with 
“Suffering,” six minutes of plaintive longing inside 
an alt-country/slowcore song, with trembling 
keys and a warm saxophone woven into the 
outro. Granduciel picks up the tempo but layers 
more confusion and longing onto “An Ocean in 
Between the Waves,” extending past the seve- 
minute mark; then takes the chiming guitars, 
stuttering drums and wonderment of “waiting 
for the one who disappears” of “Disappearing” 
likewise to the almost seven-minute mark. Track 
six/mid-album highlight “Eyes To The Wind” has 
a Bob Seger “Against The Wind” sentiment to 
its sense of weather-beaten hard-luck and epic 
build, with Granduciel singing “As you set your 
eyes to the wind/And you see me pull away 
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again/Haven’t lost it on a friend/I’m just a bit run 
down here at the moment/I’m all alone here, 
living in darkness.’ The heartache and emptiness 
transcends into the spacey instrumental “The 
Haunting Idle” before launching into the rocker 
“Burning,” with its chirping synthesizers and 
ringing guitars, soaring to drown out the pain. 
The album’s title track follows, a leisurely-paced 
acoustic number, before bringing the curtain 
down with “In Reverse.” “I don’t mind you 
disappearing, ’cause | know you can be found” 
Granduciel sings while electric guitars, drums 
and synth build and build before becoming 
washed over with acoustic guitar and an 
atmospheric outro that carries the 
song to a soft landing. Here is a man 
with the wheels of his life coming off, 
but those wheels are still spinning, 
trying to gain some distance. The ques- 
tions and longing go unanswered and 
unrequited, but The War on Drugs’ Lost 
in the Dream is a beautiful, disorienting 
and sprawling document of heartaches 
and endurance. It may be too soon to 
tell, but for me, Lost in the Dream is the 
best album of 2014. 















Jimi Goodwin — Odludek 
(HEAVENLY) 

British rock band Doves announced their 
indefinite hiatus in 2010, and rumors quickly 
began to circulate about lead singer/bassist/ 
multi-instrumentalist Jimi Goodwin’s pending 
solo album. Odludek appeared in spring 2014 
and plays like a mixtape of genres and styles, 
jumping joyously from one end to the other 
and back again.““Terracotta Warrior” opens with 
blasting horns like an alarm call before settling 
on a tense groove. “Didsbury Girl” is trip-hop 
Northern Soul, sounding like an old 45 spinning; 
and “Live Like A River” is a funky electroclash car 
crash (think Happy Mondays, but better), lending 
itself to future dance remixes aplenty. Goodwin 
recalls the uplifting acoustic anthems of Doves 
with “Hope” before getting downright wonky 
with “Man V. Dingo,’ then plaintive with the 
string-drenched ballad “Keep My Soul In Song.” 
First single “Oh! Whiskey” is a great starting 
point for Doves fans—an acoustic driven, cheery 
tune that turns on itself midway through and 
finds Goodwin with a strong but pleading voice. 
The psychedelic soul of “Ghost Of The Empties” 
is a track inspired by “real and imaginary walks 
through Manchester,” and “Lonely At The Drop” 
is boldly damning in its atheist sentiments (‘‘It 
must get lonely on that cross... It must be hard to 
reconcile it with the larceny in your soul/You will 
never be my boss’”’), before closing with the beau- 
tiful ditty “Panic Tree’: Goodwin sings of paternal 
bloodlines while the acoustic strumming erupts 
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into peppy carousel music, like the sounds of a 
late-night mariachi at a cantina. Goodwin’s album 
is, strangely, both comfortable and more adven- 
turous than any of Doves’ four albums. Odludek 
is a Polish word meaning “pilgrim” or “loner’— 
and though, as a huge Doves fan, it’s weird seeing 
Goodwin out of the context of Jez Williams/Jimi 
Goodwin/Andy Williams, it’s great to hear the 
warmth of his voice and the erratic mixture of 
sounds on his first standalone release. 


Cherry Ghost — Herd Runners 
(HEAVENLY/PIAS AMERICA) 
Bolton, England-based singer-songwriter Simon 
Aldred and his band, Cherry Ghost, released 
their third album, Herd Runners, in May 2014. 
Nearly four years had passed since their sopho- 
more release, Beneath this Burning Shoreline, 
and a few more than that since their debut, 
Thirst for Romance, yielded a somewhat under- 
the-radar hit single with “People Help The 
People” (covered by Birdy a few years after). 
Simon Aldred released a “solo” album under 
the moniker Out Cold last September, a 
joyous synth pop side-project that doubled 
as Aldred’s coming-out album, and showed 
another side to the lyrically ornate and 
guitar-driven troubadour and his band. Herd 
Runners is |0 tracks of inoffensive, midtempo 
post-Britpop infused with Americana and 
mellow piano-balladry, at sharp contrast to 
modern English pop (The Strypes, Temples) 
but not as sky-soaring as another simi- 
larly mellow British band (rhymes with 
“Doldplay”). The closest to an anthem 
Aldred and co. get strikes with the album 
opener “Clear Skies Ever Closer,” brilliantly 
swirling and uplifting without being preten- 
tious. Lyrically,Aldred’s storytelling matches 
wits with two other miserablist romantic 
English songwriters, Guy Garvey (Elbow) and 
Richard Hawley (Hawley’s producer, Colin Elliot, 
co-produced the album). Herd Runners is very 
much a romantic’s album, albeit one that leans 
heavily towards the somber (“Don’t Leave Me 
Here Alone,’ “Drinking For Two”), but ever 
hopeful. It’s not for nothing that Aldred also 
co-wrote “Leave Your Lover” by up-and-coming 
neo-whiteboy-R&B singer Sam Smith—Aldred 
writes of heartfelt longing and unrequited feel- 
ings like a painter works in colors. Aldred and 
Cherry Ghost sweep aural color through the 
dull gray factories and tower blocks from which 
they arose. 


Sun Kil Moon - Benji 

(CALDO VERDE) 

Mark Kozelek/Sun Kil Moon’s latest offering 
in a particularly active release cycle is Benji, a 
towering set of songs that rank as Kozelek’s 


most personal yet. Perhaps a little too personal, 
maybe even uncomfortably so (see his laundry 
list of ex-lovers in “Dogs’’), but even as Kozelek 
continues his ascent away from shyness 20+ years 
on from Red House Painters, he’s still strangely 
introverted. Benji (named after the titular dog 
of the 1974 film) is a bleak collection, where 
someone or something dies in nearly every song. 
Each one is a story unto itself. Opener “Carissa” 
tells the story about Kozelek’s second cousin 
who died in a freak accident (an aerosol can 
exploding in the trash), and Kozelek slurs “She 
was only my second cousin/But it don’t mean 
that I’m not here for her/Or that | wasn’t meant 
to give her life poetry/Or to make sure her 
name is known across every sea.” And therein 
lies Kozelek’s angle: these are the ghosts, and 
here are their stories. He revisits the incident 
on “Truck Driver,’ about his deceased truck- 
driving uncle who perished in the same kind of 
accident as his cousin did years earlier. “I Can’t 
Live Without My Mother’s Love” and “I Love 
My Dad” are two ends of a similar spectrum: 
the former is an ornate, poetic plea of worry 
and sorrow for his mother, while the latter is a 
sprightly, folky singsong of acceptance, under- 
standing and forgiveness. “Pray for Newtown” 
and “Richard Ramirez Died Today of Natural 
Causes” are two songs where the words can’t 
seem to come tumbling out of Kozelek’s 
mouth fast enough, as if the memories are 
swallowing him whole. “Newtown’’ details 
the moments of Kozelek’s place-and-time 
surrounding the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting in late 2012, and Kozelek 
relates similar shootings, from the 1984 
San Diego McDonald’s massacre to the 
2011 Norway attacks and The Dark Knight 
Rises killer. “Richard Ramirez” takes a 
similar approach—encompassing Jim 
Jones, Elvis Presley, James Gandolfini, and 
Ronald Reagan—but also incorporating 
local characters in Kozelek’s home- 
town of Massillon, Ohio. On the song 
“Jim Wise,” Kozelek gets musically even 
more barren and tells the story about 
his father’s friend Jim, who is on house 
arrest for mercy-killing his ill wife and 
awaiting his sentencing. The sparse- 
ness of the music matches the lone- 
liness of this old man “staring off into 
dead air,’ and the poignant “pretty cardinal 
perched on the empty bird bath” is another one 
of those heartfelt details that give the stories 
such life. The “T.M.I”’ factor is evident on the 
aforementioned “Dogs,” as Kozelek rattles off 
a list of sexual partners and what they did and 
what became of them. In “Richard Ramirez,” 
Kozelek sings “I don’t like this gettin’ older stuff, 
having to pee 50 times a day is bad enough/ 
















And | got a nagging prostate and I’ve got a bad 
back/And when | fuck too much | feel like I’m 
gonna have a heart attack,” which is confessional 
almost to the point of not belonging in a song. 
And yes, there’s a clunky rhyming of “fuck” and 
“suck” strewn in the lyrics of “Dogs,” but there’s 
also a wrenching recollection of pre-Red House 
Painters inspiration in the lines “I sat down at my 
piano and my spirit was low, but | pulled myself 
together and played a few notes/Now | was 
the one who got their heart broke” (makes me 
think of “Medicine Bottle” from RHP’s Down 
Colorful Hill). The ghosts of his days with/as 
Red House Painters and the 4AD label pop up 
again in “| Watched the Film The Song Remains 
the Same”, where Kozelek details the visiting of 
former 4AD owner Ivo Watts-Russell at his New 
Mexico home. The lyrics read like a thank-you 
note, but plainspoken-sung through Kozelek’s 
filter makes them ring evocatively. “The Song 
Remains the Same” finds Kozelek watching the 
Led Zeppelin film, but also mourning those who 
have passed—namely, John Bonham and Peter 
Grant, as well as an old childhood friend and 
Kozelek’s grandmother. He then remembers 
a time when he was provoked into beating 
up an unsuspecting kid at school, and the 
remorse he feels in hindsight. It’s his stream- 
of-consciousness gear-shifting that makes 
the song resonate over its 1|0-and-a-half 
minutes. “Micheline” begins with a mentally- 
challenged neighbor, tells of how a friend 
named Brett died, and ends with Kozelek’s 
grandmother’s sickness and_ eventual 
passing. Lastly, “Ben’s My Friend” closes the 
album with a dissection of day-to-day life as 
a performer (including a friendly ribbing of 
Ben Gibbard), and ends with an affirmation 
of existence and living, set against a jazzy, 
horn-laden backing. Kozelek’s extraordinary 
ability to transform the mundane into bril- 
liant storytelling has always been the fore- 
front of his musical endeavours, but it’s also in 
the atmospheric, bare-bones production and 
tranquil musical settings that makes his music 
so compelling and profoundly moving. Benji 
stands amongst his very best works. 


Liars — Mess (MUTE) 

This isn’t the first—and likely not the last— 
time that art-punks Liars have utilized an 
envoy of electronics in their music, but they 
have not used them to such startling effect as 
on their latest album, Mess. Here, Liars plumb 
the depths of dance-punk and tap into industrial 
music—buzzing synthesizers and blasts of noise, 
mining new territory in anxiety and general 
dark shit (something The Twilight Sad did on 
their incredible 2012 album No One Can Ever 
Know—perhaps why | was so taken with Liars’ 
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direction on this album). Liars still lay four on 
the floor, with rampant excursions like opener 
“Mask Maker,’ the schizoid single “Mess on a 
Mission” and the heavy “Pro Anti Anti,’ then 
cool down with the sedate throbbing and slurry 
vocals of “Can’t Hear Well.” Leader/producer 
Angus Andrew’s falsetto is eerie and his growl 
is equally menacing throughout, and musically 
the band gets downright sinister by the final 
track “Left Speaker Blown,’ with its metallic ebb 
growing ever-bleaker. Liars haven’t sounded this 
fluid and coherent on any of their lauded albums, 
so maybe their best music doesn’t always have 
to be a concept when it’s this immediate. 


8 enidas seaaune 


byrdsol - pierreponte 

(MINPIN MUSIC) 

Three years of my life downloading now exclu- 
sively @ Amoeba.com. 


Martyn — The Air Between 
Words (NINJATUNE) 


Freddie Gibbs and Madlib — 
Pinata (MADLIB INVAZION) 


Tycho -— Awake 
(GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 


Giana Factory — Lemon Moon 


(QUESTIONS & ANSWERS) 
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Carok 


Lucinda Williams - 
Where The Spirit Meets 
The Bone (HIGHWAY 20 RECORDS) 


The Muffs — Whoop Dee Doo 
(BURGER RECORDS) 


Dex Romweber Duo - 
Images [3 (BLOODSHOT RECORDS) 


Holly Golightly & 


The Brokeoffs — All Her Fault 
(TRANSDREAMER RECORDS) 


James Newton Howard - 


Maleficent Soundtrack 
(WALT DISNEY RECORDS) 


ia 20 Feet From Stardom (2013) 
- Directed by Morgan Neville 


ia Ball Of Fire (1941) - 
Directed by Howard Hawks 


ia Cry-Baby (1990) [Blu-Ray] - 
Directed by John Waters 


CARLA 


CARN km 


HTRK — Psychic 9-5 Club 
(GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 


Alessandro Cortini — Sonno 
(HOSPITAL PRODUCTIONS) 


Donato Dozzy & Tin Man - 
Acid Test 09 (ABsuURD RECORDINGS) 


Gigi Masin — Talk To The Sea 
(MUSIC FROM MEMORY) 


Deepchord — Lanterns 
(ASTRAL INDUSTRIES) 


Lust For Youth & Croatian 


Amor — Pomegranate 
(DEATH SHADOW RECORDS) 


Leyland Kirby — We Drink To 


Forget The Coming Storm 
(SELF RELEASED, BANDCAMP) 


Jacobites — Robespierre’s 
Velvet Basement & Jacobites 
(Reissues) (SECRETLY CANADIAN) 


Lewis: — L’Amour 
(LIGHT IN THE ATTIC) 


L AMAR: 
JT MRR 


Floor manager, Aquarius, 
totally with-it guy. 


Various Artists — PUNK 45: 
Sick On You! One Way Spit! 
After The Love & Before 
The Revolution: Proto-Punk 
1969-77 (SOUL JAZZ) 


What a mouthful, that title. What an insane slab 
of evil sexy sci-fi rock ’n’ roll trash from the 
golden era this is, pre-punk punk that’s more 
punk than punk. Before punk got all fey and 
fashiony, whiny and formulaic, dirty ’*70s hippies 
with sick minds and no cool, often stuck in tiny 
towns in the middle of nowhere, made the real 
thing—music that’s heavy, desperate, hilarious, 
frantic, explosive and vastly more creative than 
Sham 69. Debris, Death, Zolar X, George 
Brigman, Crime, this is what you REALLY need. 
Finally a punk compilation that gets it right! 





Various Artists — Warfaring 
Strangers: Darkscorch Canticles 
(NUMERO GROUP) 

| love the Numero Group soul label compila- 
tions, but what | REALLY love is when they start 
digging up something a little more exotic—as 


with that Guitar Soli compilation, the Alfonso 
Lovo reissue, that Antena, the gospel funk one, 
the Personal Space home-recording thing and 
now this... an AMAZING set of rare dungeon 
metal and heavy warlock rock 45s unearthed 
from the 1970s American heartland. Band names 
like Wrath, Stonehenge, Stoned Mace, Triton 
Warrior, Gorgon Medusa and Wizard say it all. 
Not only is this stuff really heavy, fun and delight- 
fully cruddy-sounding, there’s something just too 
charming about hearing some goofy kids in lowa 
trying their darndest to sound as spooky as 
Ozzy or lan Gillan. Gems, gems, heavy gems. 





Laraaji — Celestial Music 
1978 = 201 TF (ALL SAINTS) 


Thank goodness All Saints got around to putting 
together this amazing double-disc survey of 
the work of Edward Larry Gordon, aka Laraaji, 
a new age pioneer who has been recording 
ecstatic, mystical drones on his modified zither 
and autoharp since the mid ’70s. This is abso- 
lutely joyful, trance-inducing sound—if you’ve 
ever had the slightest interest in ambient or new 
age music, you need this! The story he tells of 
his life in the liner notes is pretty amazing too, 
from his underground stand-up comedy days 
to an acting role in Putney Swope, from being 
discovered by Brian Eno and recording for EG 
to his continuing work with far-out young bands 
like Blues Control and Audio Active. He still 
teaches workshops and “laughter meditations” 
in Harlem today! Put this on and take a cosmic 
ride with a wonderful human. 


Lou Harrison — Por Gitaro 
(MODE) 

This isn’t a new release or anything, but it IS 
one of my favorite discs I’ve discovered in the 
past few months, so here it is. Lou Harrison 
was a composer who worked with Cowell, 
Ives, Schoenberg and many others, and was best 
known for his microtonal works for gamelan 
and other percussion orchestras. Along with 
Terry Riley, he explored the use of just tuning (as 
opposed to the more widespread equal temper- 
ament, if I’m using these terms properly). So 
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these are pieces for a specially built guitar that 
uses just intonation.| was immediately captivated 
by their mysterious, harmonic, flowing sound, 
like how | would imagine the sound of a stringed 
instrument in medieval Arabia. Occasionally you 
get a little dusty percussion accompaniment too. 
Quite lovely. Lou Harrison, fascinating dude—in 
addition to proselytizing avant-garde music as a 
writer and a teacher at Mills and San Jose State, 
he was an openly gay advocate for gay rights in 
an era when that was very unpopular. In his final 
years, he built an amazing adobe house (based 
on classical numeric ratios) in Joshua Tree that 
is still used as a performance space—it looks 
like the architectural equivalent of one of these 
wonderfully meditative guitar tunes. 


Francis Bebey — African 


Electronic Music 1975-1982 
(BORN BAD) 

Born in Cameroon, Bebey was educated at the 
Sorbonne and had a long and successful career 
as a novelist, journalist, sculptor and diplomat, 
as well as recording scores of albums and 
having several hits in a more standard highlife 
style. This compilation focuses on some of his 
more obscure recordings, of Afrobeat experi- 
ments on early synthesizers and drum machines. 
Wandering, lilting, futuristic and jammy, these 
weave vintage electronic bleeps and computer 
yodeling into chants and rhythms in a most 
delightful way. If you dug that William Onyeabor 
record, you’re gonna REALLY dig this! Thanks to 
my new Amoeba friend Ken for turning me on 
to this guy in his Mandala D] set. 





Various Artists — 
1960s Psychedelic Radio 


Commercials (ROCKBEAT) 

That's all it says on this disc, which you can pick 
up in our oldies section, and that’s all it is. A 
technicolour smorgasbord of wacky wah-wah 
guitar and splattery hippie-sploitation rock 
breakdowns, overlaid by deliriously “young” and 
wild announcers hyping the psychedelic joys 
of 7-Up, Ban Deodorant, Hormel Weiners (my 
favorite), Rice Krispies and an endless stream 
of long-defunct rock clubs like The Sex Machine 
and The Happening.A rather unwilling-sounding 
Jefferson Airplane even kicks in a song that’s all 
about white Levi's. This is a real step into the 
time machine, it conveys the hot stink of the 
60s so overwhelmingly I'll be amazed if you can 
listen to it straight through. 


Various Artists —- 

Message from the Tribe: 

An Anthology of Tribe Records 
1972-1976 


(SOUL JAZZ) 
Another one that’s not new but new to me. Soul 
Jazz lovingly compiles and reissues the music 
and publications of the Tribe creative collective, 
founded in Detroit in the 1970s by trombonist 
Phil Ranelin and reedsman Wendell Harrison. 
In addition to recording the supernatural jazz- 
funk fusion explorations here, the Tribe put 
out a quarterly Afro-American consciousness 
magazine, pages of which are reproduced within. 
Inspiring, uplifting, mind-expanding! 


Trans Am — Volume X 

(THRILL JOCKEY) 

Ten albums later, the scene has still not caught 
up to the sonic engine of Phil Manley and co. 
(More likely the scene is on some other road 
entirely to an unrelated destination.) Rev up the 
Trans Am and head out to the highway, if you 
love the futuristic synth cruise of Kraftwerk, 
the robo jerk beat of Devo, AND the leering 
metallic crunch of Judas Priest, and you wish 
it were all somehow patty-melted into one 
greasy, proggy, hilarious cyborg stomp. Volume 
X hits the spot! 


Peru Maravilloso — 

Vintage Latin, Tropical & 
Cumbid (TIGERS MILK) 

Tiger’s Milk brings you the latest party platter 
of ebulliently hazy, hip-shakin’ vintage grooves, 
proving once again that the ’60s and ’70s were a 
fertile time in music not only in the U.S.and U.K. 
but just about everywhere. 


Todd Terje — It’s Album Time 
(OLSEN) 

Everyone loves the Todd Terje, and so do I. 
While | resent his and Prins Thomas’ refusal 
to continue plastering me with space disco hit 
after space disco hit, | applaud his goofy sense of 
humor and his readiness to explore something 
new (and loungey, or Soviet-sounding, or utilizing 
of ye olde Bryan Ferry), and his wonderful way 
of massaging the whole thing into a recognizable 
ALBUM, with a beginning that lures you in, an 
establishment of plot and character, a leisurely 
buildup, an odd digression and a stunning resolu- 
tion. Go climb a tree, Daft Punk, we have better 
parties to attend. 





LDamirrdse 


ia ARAGAMMAL 


Photographer, actor and 
striving-to-be filmmaker. 
Portfolio website: 
www.daniellekaragannis.4ormat.com 
for viewing/inquiries. 


The Shins — Chutes Too Narrow 
(SUB POP) 

The Shins have been around for a while now, 
this album being an earlier one (2003), which 
happens to still be my very favorite. The songs 
are so lyrically beautiful, especially “Gone For 
Good.” The first time | heard this album, | was 
a sophomore in high school, and it was the first 
band | heard at a younger age that actually meant 
something to me, moved me and began to really 
open my eyes to how powerful music can be. 
I’ve been listening to this album for a little over 
a decade now and still listen to every song from 
beginning to end. 


If you are into alternative/indie rock, there is no 
reason you wouldn’t fall in love with this album, 
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and The Shins. If you aren’t into that genre, | still 
feel you can appreciate their music. They are 
most popularly known for their songs “New 
Slang” and “Caring Is Creepy” from the film 
Garden State; if you’ve seen the film, you'll likely 
recognize the songs, which are from their album 
Oh, Inverted World. After listening to Chutes Too 
Narrow, move onto Oh, Inverted World. If you like 
what you hear, check out James Mercer’s (lead of 
The Shins) other band, Broken Bells. 


Personal favorites from this album: “Gone for 
Good,” “Saint Simon.” 


Hozier — Take Me To Church 
(COLUMBIA) 

Hozier is an emerging artist, with his first EP 
being released in 2013.A particular song off 
this EP | want to talk about is called “Take Me 
To Church”: my favorite song discovery of the 
year. It is lyrically one of the strongest songs | 
have heard in a long time, or maybe ever (defi- 
nitely way up there): insanely powerful and has 
an extremely strong message, said in a way with 
such impact. This song is honest and talks about 
two very controversial issues. | believe Hozier 
was very brave to be so open about such a 
personal topic. 


Some quick lyrics from the song: “The only 
heaven I'll be sent to, is when I’m alone with 
you/l was born sick, but | love it, command me 
to be well,” “Take me to church, I'll worship like 
a dog at the shrine of your lies/I’ll tell you my 
sins and you can sharpen your knife/Offer me 
that deathless death/Good god, let me give you 
my life.’ | can’t wait to see what Hozier has to 
offer when he releases his first full album. 


I’ve introduced this song to many people, 
because | genuinely feel it needs to be heard, 
especially present day with social issues that are 
taking place. Please give it a listen. 


Crystal Castles — III (CASABLANCA) 
| am insanely inspired by several songs off this 
album. In particular “Plague” and “Child | Will 
Hurt You”: the feel, the tone... gives me chills. 


ia Requiem For A Dream 
(2000) -— Directed by 


Darren Aronofsky 

There are two films that after seeing | still think 
about on a consistent basis, Tree Of Life and 
this. Requiem is a rise and fall story showing the 
impact of drugs, in various degrees. | will state 
it simply: After | saw Requiem for the first time, 
| sat there speechless for 30 minutes. While you 
are at it, listen to its score by Clint Mansell. 
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ia The Tree Of Life (2011) - 


Directed by Terrence Malick 
Many people complain about this film because 
they feel it’s too slow. Independent films typi- 
cally move at a slower pace, but from what I’ve 
noticed being a big fan of independent films, it’s 
because the focus is genuinely on storytelling, 
character development, cinematography, writing, 
aka what film is meant to be about: more about 
the art form, rather than the bells and whistles 
of Hollywood. 


Tree of Life is a true art film and definitely the 
most beautiful film | have seen. It displays a fami- 
ly’s struggle in the grand scheme of Earth, the 
loss of innocence, cause and effect, and so on. 
What’s amazing about this film is that because 
there is such little dialogue, it allows the audi- 
ence to mold the story to their own personal 
experience and to allow the audience to create 
this experience for themselves. 


Malick shot this film with just natural lighting, 
letting nature take its course and act as a true 
character, which you'll find evident very quickly. 
Visually, the cinematography (by Emmanuel 
Lubezki) is beyond stunning and_ seriously 
breathtaking. 


Be patient with Tree of Life because the overall 
outcome and impact it leaves on you is well 
worth it. 


ia Like Crazy (2011) - Directed 


by Drake Doremus 

Something | love about this film is that it’s all 
improvised. When watching an interview from 
Sundance with Doremus and the two leads 
(Felicity Jones and Anton Yelchin), Doremus said 
he wrote an extensive outline, and the actors 
shaped their characters from there.At times the 
dialog almost feels awkward because it feels so 
real—how conversations tend to go on a first 
date, as getting to know someone, as a relation- 
ship develops and so forth. Yes, this film is about 
a couple, but it is far from being predictable. It’s a 
beautiful film that feels so damn real and is easily 
relatable. Jones and Yelchin have an amazing 
connection and play off one another so well. 
This film will pull a heart string, or a few. 


Alt-] - An Awesome Wave 
(ATLANTIC) 

Alt-]’s first album (as | am writing this, only 
one thus far), An Awesome Wave, was released 
May of 2012, and wow... incredible album. Alt-] 
falls under alternative/indie rock, with a bit of 
a distortion feel to the sound, but not even 


close to the point where it begins to get over- 
whelming. Their music has an eerie feel to it at 
times, while still making you want to bop around 
and dance. Their second album is set for release 
in September, so definitely give their first album 
a listen so you can get excited for their second 
one! If you really dig them, they are going on 
tour this fall (they are amazing live). 


Personal favorites from this album: “Intro,” 
“Tessellate,” “Something Good,” “Matilda” and 
“Fitzpleasure.” 


ia The Descendants (201 1) - 


Directed by Alexander Payne 
The Descendants is a dramedy that exhibits 
emotions that feel so raw and relatable. | was 
especially drawn to Shailene Woodley’s perfor- 
mance. She definitely was the underdog of 
the film (her breakout big-screen role) and 
completely shined next to her co-star George 
Clooney. Overall, the story touches on really 
dark subjects that are very real in people’s lives, 
but in a way that makes you see these situations 
from a perspective you might not have consid- 
ered prior. Between how strong the screenplay 
is, the acting, the character development and so 
on, this film delivers. 


im The Kids Are All Right (2010) 
- Directed by Lisa Cholodenko 


Extremely witty, charming, warm, cold and 
playful, The Kids Are Alright is a dramedy that tests 
relationships. Plus Julianne Moore and Annette 
Bening as the two female leads in the same film? 
Hard to beat. 


Adventureland (2009) — 
Directed by Greg Mottola 


Adventureland is one of those films | can 
watch over and over again without it getting 
old. Through its simplicity, it feels so natural. 
| saw a lot of myself through situations and 
moments these characters found themselves in. 
Adventureland is a very quirky film that | believe 
would be likable for any individual, no matter 
their film genre preference. 


ia American Beauty (1999) - 
Directed by Sam Mendes 


One of the themes that American Beauty 
emphasizes that many aren’t brave enough to 
apply to their own lives: Don’t waste time going 
through life associating yourself with shit that 
doesn’t bring you complete fulfillment/genuine 
happiness. This is a dark comedy/drama that 
really nails a lot of issues in American society 
straight on. 


The Poker House (2008) - 
Directed by Lori Petty 


| believe The Poker House is such an underrated 
film. It’s an emotionally challenging film based on 
Petty’s life, so really makes you feel for what is 
going on even more. This was one of Jennifer 
Lawrence's first films, playing lead at just 16 years 
old; still to this day, | feel it was her best perfor- 
mance. Lawrence did an incredible job with the 
role, especially considering the circumstances 
and having to execute such sensitive topics at 
a young age. | always wondered why this film 
never gained more attention or recognition, 
because it really was well-done and depicts an 
honest story. 


[ 2e 
Ly LIV ASL 
Love never blows up and gets killed. 


ia Badlands (1973) -— Directed 


by Terrence Malick 

The most lyrical entry into the “Young, in Love, 
on the Road and Misunderstood” genre of film 
by a master of open spaces and the unspoken 
word. Martin Sheen and Sissy Spacek bolt 
from a South Dakota town in pursuit of the 
idea of something just beyond the mountains, 
and the movie swirls off into eddies of dreamy 
imagery and stark contrasts—slow burning its 
way through murder, Swiss Family Robinson- 
style tree houses and the invulnerability of 
the present. If you love stuff like True Romance, 
Natural Born Killers or Bonnie and Clyde, then it’s 
safe to assume that every one of those movie's 
main characters has had a late-night murder date 
to the theater to see Badlands at least once. 


The Black Lips — 


Underneath the Rainbow vic) 

As you listen to the Black Lips’ discography 
in chronological order, you get the feeling of 
wading out into the sea from a dirty shore. The 
first few waves lap at your legs and waist and 
leave a scummy residue, but it’s not altogether 
unpleasant. Then you get beyond the breakers 
and dive right through the roaring heart of that 
first truly glorious swell. This is Underneath the 
Rainbow: the Black Lips finally embracing the 
perfect balance of musical tightness and audial 
dirt to pull you further down the road, deeper 
into the night and closer to the water’s edge. 
You could listen to this baby for hours in the car, 
and you should—tthis album is definitive proof 
that wherever they are and whatever they’re 
doing, the Black Lips are most likely having a 
killer time. Personal standouts include “Justice 
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For All,” “Funny” (which was also released as a 
Record Store Day 7”),“‘Dog Years” and “Boys In 
the Wood.’ These dudes are doing a good thing. 


Washed Out — Within and 


Without (sup Pop) 

Washed Out’s Ernest Greene does the theme 
song to Portlandia, which is fitting, because 
this album has the most impact when one’s 
surroundings mirror the music: lush, foggy, 
secluded, large in design but intimate in execu- 
tion. Seemingly built to put you at ease, it should 
feel like the most natural thing in the world to 
have “Amor Fati’” softly shuttle your mind from 
one moment to the next. So light some incense 
maybe, or roll down the window and stick your 
hand out into the mist—the faraway vibrations 
of “Echoes” or “You and |” will resonate around 
you for a long time because despite being only 
as wide as a compact disc, Within and Without is 
as deep as a well. 


MIDNIGHT - Satanic Royalty 
(HELLS HEADBANGERS) 

From the darkest pit in Ohio, out crawls 
MIDNIGHT—a metal band that knows how to 
honor the dark lord and enjoy every second of 
it. Thrash out to “Lust Filth and Sleaze,” learn 
how to rip hell with “Rip This Hell” and contem- 
plate the intricacies of metallurgy with “You 
Can’t Stop Steel.” MIDNIGHT won't isolate you 
with undecipherable vocals, won’t descend too 
deeply into the guttural or banshee-like tones of 
other genre bands and will stick to song lengths 
that will keep your adrenaline pumping without 
tiring you out. In short, they slay, and you'll be 
left spent and satiated. **Check out Speedwolf’s 
Ride With Death as well, if the Hell’s Headbangers 
label now has your attention. They’re more or 
less the second coming of Motorhead out of 
Denver (666!), Colorado. 


im Lifeforce (1985) — Directed 
by Tobe Hooper 


Space vampires! That’s all that you’re here for, 
and that’s the best part of this dark sci-fi tale 
from Texas Chainsaw Massacre/Poltergeist helmer 
Tobe Hooper. When three mysterious—and 
very nude—humanoid aliens are extracted from 
an enormous spaceship drifting in the midst of 
Halley’s Comet and taken back to Earth, they set 
off an epidemic of terror that is as devastating as 
it is British. For a movie whose primary concern 
is depicting mummified victims and space bats 
sucking the lightning-like life force out of various 
humans, there’s a strange amount of time dedi- 
cated to very serious expository conversations 
about what exactly is going on, but for the most 
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part the totally excellent and totally ’80s special 
effects make up for any lag time between feed- 
ings. The music is brought to you by the London 
Symphony Orchestra, one of the male vampires 
is Mick Jagger’s bro Chris, there’s hallucina- 
tory sex dreams, a magical hypnosis sequence 
involving Patrick Stewart, a lot of slapping/yelling, 
blood apparitions, exploding bodies, psychic 
bonding and the mesmerizing spiral irises of 
the deadly Space Girl herself—Mathilda May. 
While the two-hour runtime could definitely 
be slimmed down, this is still a wacko flick 
with a crazy climax. It’s also important to note 
that if revived space vampires don’t feed every 
TWO HOURS, they crumble into dust. Subtle 
commentary on the condition of the modern 
day viewer? Probably not! Space Girl is waiting 
for you, lover. 


ia Blue Jasmine (2013) - 
Directed by Woody Allen 


A movie that should really be titled Hurricane 
Jasmine, Woody Allen’s late-period masterwork 
will absolutely level you. Why? Because our 
heavenly queen Cate Blanchett bestows upon 
the viewer a wildly self-delusional, unbearably 
corrosive, utterly compelling storm of disdain 
and Stoli. To prepare for the role of Jeanette 
“Jasmine” Francis, Cate took to extended bouts 
of public people watching and wine consump- 
tion, and the terror you feel while watching her 
face slide into a dead-eyed near-schizophrenic 
mask will only be rivaled by your deep fascina- 
tion with unraveling the intricate knots that bind 
her character to the new people and situations 
she finds herself stranded in. Once married to a 





rich, handsome New York businessman named 
Hal (played by Alec Baldwin as simply Alec 
Baldwin), Jasmine has become recently destitute 
and homeless due to her husband’s fraudulent 
business dealings and finds herself struggling to 
reconcile her new life on the West Coast at her 
sister's apartment in San Fran with her lavish, 
borderline fantasy life back East. It’s a task that 
Jasmine seems ill-suited for, and we are given 
as a result a marvelously layered portrait of a 
possibly broken woman attempting to recover 
something that is very much gone forever. Great 
supporting performances by Bobby Cannavale, 
Louis CK, Marin County and Allen’s nostalgic 
soundtrack/color saturation levels. 


ii Phantom of the Paradise 
(1974) -— Directed by 


Brian De Palma 

A tasty alternative to Rocky Horror, Brian De 
Palma’s sorta-musical about a shafted composer 
turned masked terror, Phantom of the Paradise 
is played zany and up-tempo, riffing on musical 
stereotypes while concealing a very human, and 
very emotional core. Composer William Leech 
has his music—a lengthy, passionate cantata 
about Faust—stolen by the satanic record label 
magnate known only as Swan, and after an acci- 
dent leaves him disfigured and hunkering for 
revenge, he makes a Faustian bargain of his own 
to ensure that his music and his voice finally reach 
the coveted lights of the Paradise Theater! With 
bizarre musical numbers and a gonzo approach 
to the original Phantom of the Opera’s themes, 
this is basically a made-for-midnight movie that 
you'll either love or shrug off. There’s mutilation, 
greed, betrayal, shades of Dorian Gray and a 
ridiculous sendup of glam rock in the form of a 
character named Beef. It’s also worth noting that 
the members of Daft Punk, as young teens, met 
at a screening of this movie. Over the years it’s 
remained a favorite of the duo, which is appro- 
priate since it features a man in black leather 
wearing a face-concealing helmet who believes 
in the power of music. Oscar-nominated! Look 
it up. So weird. 


Tip: 

Go to your favorite bookstore, find a bunch of books you 
want to read, write them down and then order them from 
the library. This works especially well for graphic novels 
you'll finish in the length of a train ride. Recent favorites: 


Battling Boy — by Paul Pope 

The Sixth Gun — by Cullen Bunn & Brian Hurtt 
The Unwritten — by Mike Carey 

SAGA -— by Brian K. Vaughn 

Orc Stain— by James Stokoe 

Batman: Court of Owls/City of Owls — 

by Greg Capullo & Scott Snyder 


SF prmdaa ov. 
Mackany 


Can’t say | didn’t try. 


Michael Hurley, The Unholy 
Modal Rounders, Jeffrey 
Frederick & The Clamtones - 
Have Moicy! (ROUNDER) 


Wilbert Harrison - 
Kansas City: Greatest Hits 
and Rarities (VARESE SARABANDE) 


ia Another Earth (201 1) - 
Directed by Mike Cahill 


The story revolves around Rhoda, who, at the 
beginning of the film is a recent high school grad 
on her way to MIT for astrophysics, until she 
parties too hard and drives home in daddy’s 
Suburban. Rhoda gets distracted from the road 
by the radio DJ] announcing that quite literally 
another Earth has been discovered, named Earth 
Il, and it is visible from our sky. Rhoda looks up 
at the sky to see the planet and crashes into an 
entire family, killing them all with the exception 
of the father, who is left in a coma. 


After Rhoda’s release from prison four years 
later, she finds the father has awakened from his 
coma. She seeks him out to apologize, to mani- 
fest closure, to be of any service; what exactly 
it is she hopes to accomplish, Rhoda hardly 
knows. Upon meeting the now decrepit shell of 
a once-proud father and community-oriented 
man, Rhoda loses her nerve and makes up a 
tale about representing a house-cleaning busi- 
ness. To Rhoda’s surprise, he takes her up on her 
fabricated door-to-door salesmanship, and their 
connection is reinstituted under new, but false, 
pretenses. 


Additionally, in the four years passed, it is now 
understood that Earth Il is so precisely the 
same as our planet Earth that even the same 
people exist, with the exact same experiences 
and memories. Imagining an exact mirror image 
of our existence highlights how arbitrary all 
of us, and our dramas, really are. Questions of 
purpose, destiny and forgiveness are brought to 
light. The twist discovered in the film is that the 
moment we realized the existence of Earth Il, 
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the mirror image of the two Earths was shat- 
tered. Therefore, only in the moment something 
is totally realized can its course be adjusted into 
new opportunity and new possibilities. 


Adjustments are prevalent as Rhoda gets used 
to life after prison, starting her new job as a 
janitor at the local high school and unintention- 
ally becoming a personal house cleaner to the 
man whose family she killed four years earlier. 
She tries to escape it all with a failed attempt 
at freezing herself to death in a snow-covered 
field in the middle of the night. Destiny has 
different plans for Rhoda. Still seeking an escape 
plan, Rhoda, with frostbitten fingers and a mind 
forever sparked by thoughts of Space, enters an 
essay contest to be the first to visit Earth Il. Sure 
enough, Rhoda wins. She forfeits the ticket to 
the father at the last minute in the hopes that he 
will rediscover his lost family. 


Another Earth asks us, “If you could meet your- 
self, would you recognize yourself? Would you 
like yourself? What would you want to see if 
you met yourself? What would you say?” Is this 
not the same kind of dialogue that we engage 
in with ourselves every waking hour of every 
day? Every time you ask yourself, “Why did | do 
that?” you are cooperating in a conversation 
with you. Something changes the intensity of 
that conversation when we see ourselves while 
we are thinking it. One scientist interviewed in 
the movie suggests, “Maybe the most mysterious 
of all is neither the small or the large, but us up 
close.’ 


Eyes are a tool for deeper truth in this film. On 
several occasions, Rhoda makes a decision, then 
sees her reflection in a window or mirror, and 
suddenly changes that decision. While our minds 
allow us to dislocate ourselves from reality, our 
eyes keep us grounded with insight. Personally, | 
can recall plenty of moments in front of a bath- 
room mirror realizing suddenly in that reflec- 
tion that, “I just can’t do it!’ We talk ourselves 
into things and we talk ourselves out of things 
all inside of our own heads almost constantly. If 
you were outside yourself looking back, would 
you forgive you for the unforgivable mistakes 
you have made? 


Rhoda’s guilt in the movie reminds me of the 
analogy that the ’60s poet Jack Spicer used when 
he lectured on language being “a part of the furni- 
ture in the room.” Spicer argues that the creation 
of a poem comes from him only so much as it 
comes from the “Martians” who take his “furni- 
ture” of language and memories and rearrange 
them, thus creating something new—a poem, in 
Spicer’s case. Though Rhoda’s most unfortunate 
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experience will never disappear, Rhoda can move 
it around like a piece of furniture. Rhoda can 
repurpose the furniture (her lethal car crash), in a 
sense, to become something useful, even if always 
remaining unforgivable. 


We may never forget certain mistakes, or justify 
certain mistakes, but we have the ability to adjust 
how that experience operates in our lives, if we 
decide to. 


The last scene of the movie sheds hope and opti- 
mism. Rhoda comes home to see... well, Rhoda, 
but from Earth Il. In a film wrought with “what 
ifs,’ the last shot suggests that even when our 
paths are derailed for years at a time through 
some of the most drastic obstacles, opportunity 
never ceases. Though Rhoda from this Earth 
did not ultimately make it to Earth Il, she was 
always destined the opportunity. Regardless, one 
way or the other, she found herself. Our desti- 
nies remain always to be attained if we learn to 
adjust ourselves appropriately. 


Tom Petty and the 


Heartbreakers — Greatest Hits 
(UNIVERSAL) 

“But when she puts her arms around me 

| can somehow rise above it 

Yeah, man when | got that little girl standin’ 
right by my side 

You know, | can tell the whole wide world 

to shove it, hey!” 


Shoes — Present Tense (ELEKTRA) 


Ch AL anny) 


These words say this, 
and these words don’t. 


tUnE-yArDs — Nikki Nack (44D) 
Merrill Garbus is at it again with Nikki Nack. Her 
very unique, deep vocals mixed with this unusual 
electronic pop is really cool and definitely worth 
a listen or two. So catchy you won't be able to 
help yourself from singing along. 


ia Nebraska (2013) -— Directed 
by Alexander Payne 


This was possibly my favorite movie of 2013. | 
laughed, | cried, | laughed again.A must-watch! 


Performance at 
The Geffen 
Saturday Nights 
6=llipm 


BOCA 


September 13 
September 20 
September 27 

October 4 


moca.org 
#stepandrepeat 


TEPss 
SAT 


Step And Repeat is made possible by the generous support of The Annenberg Foundation. 
In-kind media support is provided by KCRW 89.9 FM and Los Angeles magazine. 


% 
AG 
TEJWEEKLY .....*” 
Additional support is provided by: COLORCRAFT 
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Jessica Lea Mayfield — Make 
My Head Sing... (ATO) 

This album was released on CD, LP cassette and 
via digital download so there is no reason for 
you to not give it a try! Her last album (Tell Me) 
was slow and dreamy, with a sort of country- 
pop-rock vibe. This one is so different, it took 
me by surprise. Still killing it with her hauntingly 
beautiful, steady voice, she introduces a grun- 
gier sound to her music, and it works so well. 
Possibly one of my most anticipated albums of 
2014 and with such a good payoff. 


Tobacco — Ultima II Massage 
(GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 

Crazy, weird, fun Ultima Il Massage comes 
from a project of Black Moth Super Rainbow’s 
frontman Tom Fec, and it is cool. Check out Eric 
Wareheim’s video for the song “Streaker,” or try 
calling the number on the front of the album. 


ia Prisoners (2013) — Directed 


by Denis Villeneuve 

Without any concept of the content of this 
movie, | saw it in theaters last year, and it 
surprised me in a big way. It’s a pretty intense 
thriller, but with a really interesting plot and a 
twist at the end! | wish I’d never seen it so | 
could watch it all over again. 


ia Dallas Buyers Club (2013) - 


Directed by Jean-Marc Vallee 
This was my debut to the new and improved 
Matthew McConaughey, and I'd be lying to you if | 
told you | believed it was him for the majority of 
the film. | loved it from start to finish. If you liked 
McConaughey’s performance in this movie, | strongly 
recommend watching True Detective as well. 


im The Lego Movie (2014) - 
Directed by Phil Lord and 
Chris Miller 


This movie is surprisingly funny and fun to 
watch. The visuals are really impressive, and it 
has comedy that everybody can enjoy, with a 
good message behind it. Perfect for the whole 
family. 
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LL LINK 


Tom Vek — Luck (MOSHI MOSHI) 


James Blackshaw - Fantomas: 


Le Faux Masgistrat [Score] 
(TOMPKINS SQUARE) 


John Coltrane — Stardust 
(PRESTIGE) 


Ike Yard — Remixed (A Second) 
(DESIRE) 


Various Artists — 


Eccentric Soul: Capitol City Soul 
(NUMERO GROUP) 


Cream - Best of Cream (Motown) 


Ray Charles — The Genius Sings 
the Blues (DISCONFORME) 


CelLamd 


Very active events and street promoter, 
owner of Higher Ground Promotions 
& Ent, LLC and founder of 
Da ILL Spot. 
http://www. highergroundpromo.net 
http://www.daillspot.com 
http://www.beatswapmeet.com 


The Roots —...And Then You 
Shoot Your Cousin (DEF JAM) 


Freddie Gibbs & Madlib - 
Pinata (MADLIB INVAZION) 

Freddie’s Midwest gangsta delivery over Madlib’s 
smoothed-out tracks should go over well for 
any hip hop head out there! 


Amerigo Gazaway -— Yasiin 
Gaye: The Departure (Side One) 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

A mashup of Yasiin Bey (formerly Mos Def) and 
Marvin Gaye. This is sick! 


Amerigo Gazaway -— Yasiin 


Gaye: The Return (Side Two) 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

Part two of the Yasiin Bey (Mos Def) and Marvin 
Gaye mashup. Amerigo Gazaway is on a roll! 


Chromeo — White Women 

(LAST GANG) 

Chromeo is pure throwback party music. Get 
your dancing shoes on for this one! 


Major Lazer — Apocalypse Soon 
(SECRETLY CANADIAN) 


Atmosphere — Southsiders 
(RHYMESAYERS) 

Atmosphere stay consistent with their eighth 
album, consisting of dope beats from Ant and 
poignant rhymes and vivid story telling from Slug. 


William Onyeabor - 
World Psychedelic Classics 5: 


Who Is William Onyeabor? 
(LUAKA BOP) 

One of my favorite things about working at 
Amoeba is finding out about music | never knew 
about. | got really curious about this album 
after seeing several customers purchase it. So | 
recently got around to checking it out, and this is 
right up my alley! The funky sounds of Nigeria’s 
William Onyeabor are on point! 


Quantic — Magnetica 

(TRU THOUGHTS) 

I’m never disappointed with anything that 
Quantic puts out. Soulful, vibrant and all around 
groovy music! 


People Under The Stairs — 


12 Step Program (PIECELOCK 70) 
P.U.T.S. is hands down one of the most under- 
rated groups in hip hop. For well over a decade, 
they’ve dropped nothing but ill records. | 2 
Step Program is solid from front to back. It’s 
a shame these guys aren’t more recognized 
worldwide. 


Duck Sauce — Quack (FOOLS GOLD) 
Two of dance music’s OGs, Armand Van Helden 
and A-Trak, deliver with a feel-good party album 
taking it back to the ’90s. 


Tip: 
We are both teacher and student, for life. 


CU eaLAC 
Prats 


Connan Mockasin — Caramel 
(MEXICAN SUMMER) 

Upon recommendation of a friend, | took 
Connan Mockasin’s second record home one 
night and went from oblivious to full-fledged 
fangirl by the end of side A. The drowsy 
bassline that leads you into the sonic boudoir 
of Caramel’s first track emerges from a celestial 
ooze of distorted swirlings, sensuous yawns and 
the sounds of something not unlike air being 
teased from a balloon amidst tweaked, cosmic 
roosters crowing in the vastness of some sexy, 
secret galaxy. Then, emanating from the dark- 
ness, an unnaturally deep voice asks, “Oh, and 
what is this?” The resolution of, “Welcome, this 
is Caramel,’ is offered in the stillness before the 
beat drops and things break into the shimmering, 
playful groove of the title track; one outfitted 
by twinkling keyboard, glistening chimes and a 
saccharine, boy band-esque ooing. Rising from 
this gentle funk, a slinky guitar begins to weave 
then wiggles its way into the infectious bliss of 
“?’m the Man That Will Find You.” 


The album’s star track comes in with a 
resounding wail and pulls you in close before 
settling into its irresistibly catchy refrain, led 
by a boyish chorus of helium-breathed voices 
that call to mind the playful, aching feyness of 
Slider-era T. Rex.A wobbly, funhouse guitar saun- 
ters languidly before surrendering to a feverish 
crescendo that elevates the mood from impish 
declarations of infatuation to a cacophonous 
swell of tortured moaning and soulful pleading. 


Eventually this rapturous chaos resolves itself 
into a simmering of cymbals and with a persisting 
fluidity, the muggy tenderness of “Do | Make You 
Feel Shy?” relieves you with its dream-like ease. 
Over the downy warmth of a mellow drumbeat 
and a buoyant, silken middle, Mockasin makes 
soft promises of a fantastical world of unknown 
pleasure.And while undeniably tongue-in-cheek, 
lines like, “Tell me that you’ll never leave me/ 
Whip me aside and just squeeze me,” somehow 
feel more sincere than silly. lt seems the ’ever- 
lusty world” he refers to is more imagination 
than machismo. 


It’s at this point in the record when it begins to 
feel like those mushrooms you forgot you took 
are starting to kick in. Things are getting a bit 
surreal and bend in a curious way now. In the 
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distance, the dim echoes of a girl crying puzzle 
you for a moment until Mockasin’s inquisitive 
reassurance of “why are you crying?” announces 
the arrival of maybe the nastiest jam on the 
record. In a bed of bubbling smoothness, the 
girl’s reverberated sobbings become a titillating 
brush and drum of vulnerability, like a voyeuristic 
daydream envisioned through the cloudiness of 
a gas-huffer’s euphoria. 


The story goes that Mockasin wanted to make 
an album that sounded like caramel and took 
up residence in a Tokyo hotel to do so. Giddy 
interludes of giggling and weed coughing fit that 
image fine;and coupled with the photo of a grin- 
ning girl on the record’s inner sleeve, who, drink 
in hand, looks like she’s been dared to attempt 
the highest leg lift she can, leave you feeling like 
you've missed out on the world’s most hilarious, 
orgiastic sleepover. 


Caramel’s second side embarks on a magical 
and at times indulgent and challenging five-part 
suite, “It’s Your Body,’ which features stretches 
of gurgling stillness, tinkering weirdness, misty, 
flange-voiced Japanese robots and a car crash 
orchestrated completely with distorted guitar, 
followed by a sweetly melancholic and far-off, 
mournful melody that sounds a bit like a spirit 
drifting from its body.After a brief re-immersion 
into atmospheric strangeness, we revisit the 
optimism of the caramel theme while a gaggle 
of Japanese girls spell out the name “Connan” 
and take turns saying “thank you.” In return, 
Mockasin offers a booming, suggestive sampling 
of the word “welcome” and ushers us into the 
album’s memorable, soft-core finale “Il Wanna 
Roll With You.” The hookiness of last track’s 
sing-along friendly bounce is always enough to 
leave me feeling like those bizarre yet luscious 
40 minutes weren't long enough. Flip it over! 
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Com 


Your Old Droog - Your Old 
Droog EP (sELF-RELEASED) 


Visioneers — Mystic Brew/ 
Smilin’ Billy Suite 7” (OMNIvERSE) 


Blu feat. Fashawn & 


Pac Div — Boyz N the Hood 
(NATURE SOUNDS) 


Other Guys feat. Tanya 


Morgan — Blow My Mind 
(HIPNOTT) 


Vic Pitts & the Cheaters — 
The Lost Tapes (SECRET STASH) 


\ Pid 
1 ? 


EN Aker 


Record collector, disc jockey, 
sometime party person. 


Cloudface — Wyre Drive 12” 
(GOING GOOD) 

First released in 2012 as a very limited cassette, 
this eight-track mini album brought the Vancouver- 
based Mood Hut collective to the attention 
of electronic music fans worldwide. A mix of 
home-brewed hardware house experiments and 
Selected Ambient Works-period Aphex Twin. 


Escape Force — Confused House 


4 12°? (CONFUSED HOUSE) 

Steve Summers, Bookworms and Terekke—all of 
who have previously released music on L.I.E.S.— 
pool their Roland gear and offer up three hazy, 
extended jams. You can almost smell the pot 
smoke coming through your speakers! 


Kassem Mosse - Workshop 19 
(WORKSHOP) 

Heavyweight house cuts here. Nine tracks 
spread across two blank-labeled |2’’s, housed 
in a utilitarian-looking jacket. The music matches 
the package; these songs don’t do much you 
haven’t heard Mosse (or several other analog 
house/techno practitioners) do before, but it’s 
done beautifully nonetheless. 


Joey Anderson - After Forever 
(DEKMANTEL) 

Joey Anderson’s take on New York Deep House 
is a very different definition that what you 
might get from Francois K or Joe Claussel. This 
is music for late nights, when all but the most 
dedicated dancers have deserted the dancefloor. 
Rhythms cycle in odd signatures and shift at 
irregular intervals. The bass has weight, and the 
claps rarely fall on the two. Not just machine 
music, but spiritual music. 


Todd Terje — It’s Album Time 
(OLSEN) 

After the huge success streak (well, huge in the 
world of dance music) of outstanding |2’’s since 
201 |’s “Ragysh,’ it’s finally album time! Although 
his debut release came in 2004, these last five 
singles have shown Terje to be much more than 
simply another nu-disco producer. The influence 
of campy synthesizer pop hits like “Popcorn” by 
Hot Butter is here, as well as tropical-flavored 
piano house. And album closer “Inspector 
Norse” is sure to bring an ecstatic smile to the 
face of even the most stoic disco-phobe. 


Kadavar — Abra Kadavar 
(NUCLEAR BLAST) 

This album from start to finish has blasting ’70s 
style riffs. Great old school rock ’n’ roll for fans 
of Black Sabbath, Led Zeppelin and Mountain. 
You'll enjoy this album. 


Uncle Acid & the Dead Beats 


— Mind Control (METAL BLADE) 
UncleAcid & the Dead Beats’ album Mind Control 
is for fans of psychedelic doom metal. Their 
sound is something out of the late 1960s when 
heavy metal was emerging. For fans of Black 
Sabbath, Electric Wizard, Witch, Witchcraft and 
Black Mountain. 


Temples — Sun Structures 

(FAT POSSUM) 

Temples are an English psychedelic rock band 
that has that ’70s rock ’n’ roll feel. for fans of The 
Entrance Band, Tame Impala and Drowners. 


The Horrors — Luminous (x1) 
The Horrors are an English indie rock band 
that have that great drum and synth sound that 


works for me. Tthey play with sounds the way 
Pink Floyd would. For any fan of Temples, Pond, 
Tame Impala and, of course, Pink Floyd. 


YAO L C. 


Mandolins (wanna pick?) 
jugornots.com for all your 
Jug band needs 
@chromebills 
Cousin Steve’s hip-hop centric 
podcast 


Various Artists — 

Nigeria Special: Modern 
Highlife, Afro-Sounds & 
Nigerian Blues 1970-6 

(SOUNDWAY RECORDS) 

This ain’t your grandma’s Nigerian Blues collec- 
tion. This is some serious shit... heavy rhythm 
and melody... guitars are everywhere, the 
tones are raw and the intervals can be deep and 
haunting. Be prepared to move, be moved and, 


of course, impress all your white friends (me 
included). 


Chris Thile & Michael Daves 


- Sleep With One Eye Open 
(NONESUCH) 

This album hearkens back to the great old time/ 
pre-bluegrass sounds of the Monroe brothers. 
Some serious high lonesome singing and nasty 
guitar playing by Daves. Thile really reminds us all 
that he can play the hell out of some traditional 
bluegrass mandolin (some of his projects tackle 
Bach and a super group with Yo-Yo Ma). If you 
like your roots raw, emotional, energized and 
with a touch of modernity, check it. 


The Milk Carton Kids — 
Ash & Clay (AntTI-) 


Made up of two guys from Eagle Rock, Kenneth 
Pattengale and Joey Ryan. You boys have really 
pretty mouths... | mean voices. Damn, so Simon 
and Garfunkel hooked up with Gillian Welch and 
Dave Rawlings and had a two headed harmo- 
nious monster... but then they made it all 
their own. Songwriting is super strong. They’re 
steeped in tradition but seem to be drawing 
from all over the place. Ryan plays some sweet 
lead; spacey melodic fills and bass-laden runs, the 
latter of which keeps the tunes moving ... great 
stuff, so thoughtful and reflective. See them live. 
As funny as Martin & Lewis. 
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John Prine — John Prine 

(ATLANTIC) 

Arguably one of the greatest American song- 
writers—the truth is naked in his pen. Oh yeah, 
it opens up with a good ole fashioned reefer 
song. 


OC) Diff’rent Strokes - 
The Complete First Season 
(1978) 


Arnold is adorable and Mr. Drummond is a 
mutant. Step into a time machine and go back to 
life in America circa 1978, minus the disco and 
cocaine. | promise, you’re gonna like it there. 


Your Old Droog - 


Your Old Droog EP (SELF-RELEASED) 
And now from Cousin Steve: m.audiomack.com/ 
album/your-old-droog/your-old-droog-ep 


Although the album is somewhat brief...10 
tracks (including an intro and outro), this project 
is packed full of poetical punch lines and vivid 
imagery. Lines like “talking shit, high on mush- 
rooms, call it shiitake” or “you clowns will never 
make it like we made it, all of the bodies in my 
essays getting cremated” will have you rewinding 
this back again and again for another listen. The 
production is handled by El RTNC aka r-thentic, 
Dj Skizz and droog himself, and it’s Banging! Rare 
grooves, sample flips and vicious scratches over 
head nodding beats. The God Rakim once said, 
“rap is rhythm and poetry, cuts creatin sound 
effects...’ And by that definition, this is what rap 
is supposed to sound like! -@chromebills 


Willie Watson — 


Folksinger Vol. I (AcoNY) 

This is the first solo album by the now-former, 
co-founding member of the Old Crow Medicine 
Show. And it delivers. Period. And then some. 
His voice carries the album and is reminiscent at 
times of Pete Seeger, Dave Van Ronk, Appalachia 
and some old blues woman. The song selection is 


eclectic and serves up some unknown/forgotten 
gems, like the “James Alley Blues” (“Sometimes 
| think you’re too sweet to die and other times 
| think you ought to be buried alive”). His banjo 
can be punchy and droney. The guitar work is 
solid as he lays down both sharp edged and soft- 
cornered rhythm. It was produced by the great 
Dave Rawlings. If this is Vol. |, let's hope there’s a 
Vol. 2 on its way. 


The Haden Triplets — 


The Haden Triplets (THIRD MAN) 
Wow... if you like traditional country music, 
tight harmonies, minimal roots backing, then 
you'll dig this. The Haden Triplets are Tanya, 
Petra and Rachel. They are the offspring of jazz 
bass legend Charlie Haden. And the album was 
produced by Ry Cooder, who also plays mandolin 
and guitar throughout. But when these three 
voices come together, it’s magic. “Single Girl” is 
a timeless song that | love hearing in a modern 
context, and Bill Monroe’s “Memories of Mother 
and Dad” is quite haunting. “My Baby’s Gone” is 
quite sad. Their voices invoke a sweet innocence 
but also a deep wisdom. This album pairs well 
with a lazy Sunday or a bottle of whiskey. 


Tip: 

Go see bluegrass in LA.—the Get Down Boys are cool. 
Also, check out the Brombies every Monday night in 
Burbank. 


Kak V. 


OC) House of Cards: The 
Complete Second Season (2014) 
- Directed by David Fincher 
and Beau Willimon 


Jeff Beal — House of Cards: 
Season 2 [OST] (VARESE SARABANDE) 


Kenmmeth 


Christopher Bissonnette — 


Essays in Idleness (kRANKY) 

In his third outing for Kranky, Canadian elec- 
tronic musician Bissonnette utilizes a modular 
synth he designed and constructed himself. 
Great textures and variances from dark to light 
that make this a great headphone listen. 


Christina Vantzou — No 2 
(KRANKY) 

Developed over a four year period, No 2 was 
composed using synthesizers and a variety of 
unidentified samples that were manipulated 
beyond recognition. Christina Vantzou then collab- 
orated with Minna Choi of the San Francisco based 
Magik*Magik Orchestra.Vantzou and Choi worked 
on the notation and arrangements and recorded 
the compositions with a | 5-piece ensemble at Tiny 
Telephone studios in San Francisco. The chamber 
layer on No 2 follows a similar pattern as her first 
record with the addition of bassoon, oboe, and an 
enhanced string section. 


Tara Jane O’Neil — Where 


Shine New Lights (kRANKY) 

I’ve been a fan of TJO from her days with Rodan 
and The Rachel’s but this solo excursion takes 
you on a beautifully introspective and dreamy 
journey. 


Jack Name - Light Show (cop?) 
Weird record from Ty Segall’s Drag City subsid- 
iary label. Vocals remind me of some Joe Meek 
shenanigans. 


Klaus Schulze & 

Gunter Schickert — 

The Schulze-Schickert Session 
(MIRUMIR MUSIC) 


Synth master Schulze and delay guitar maverick 
team up for a real burner. 


Gunter Schickert — 
Uberfallig (BUREAU B) 


While you're at it, check out the German guitar- 
ist’s solo excursion from 1979. Similar to A.R. & 
the Machines but even darker. 


A Winged Victory For 


the Sullen — Atomos Vil 

(KRANKY) 

EP from Stars of the Lid’s Adam Wiltzie and 
Berlin pianist Dustin O’Halloran consisting of a 
piece from the score for choreographer Wayne 
McGregor’s long form dance piece of the same 
name. 


Grouper — The Man Who Died 


In His Boat (KRANKY) 

Another murky yet beautiful release from 
Portland’s Liz Harris. lf you ever have the chance, 
check out her live performance. It is one of the 
most fragile and powerful shows I’ve seen. 
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Chrome - Half Machine 

From The Sun, The Lost Chrome 
Tracks From ’79-’80 

(KING OF SPADES) 


() 24: Live Another Day (2014) - 


Directed by Jon Cassar 
Jack is back! Great return to form! 


ia The Nutty Professor: 50th 
Anniversary [Blu-ray] (1963) - 
Directed by Jerry Lewis 


The Specials — Sock It to Em 


J.B./Rat Race (Dub Mixes) 7” 

(2 TONE) 

Excellent Record Store Day 2014 release of 
two “lost” dub mixes from the seminal U.K. ska 
band. 


The Stranglers — Giants & 
Gems: An Album Collection, 
40th Anniversary (EM!) 


CALM LL. 
| recommend always trying 


to believe that something wonderful 
is about to happen... 


The War on Drugs - 


Lost in the Dream 

(SECRETLY CANADIAN) 

This album is beautiful. Thank you to Brian G. for 
recommending it to me. Definitely my favorite 
new release in ages. “An Ocean in Between the 
Waves” and “Lost in the Dream” are my favorite 
tracks right now. The album keeps me company 
in a great way. Really excited to see the show at 
the Fonda later on in the year... 


ee aes 
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The National - 
Trouble Will Find Me (4p) 


| didn’t do a list last time around so I’m belatedly 
mentioning their latest release which came out 
last year. “Pink Rabbits” and “Hard to Find” are 
the tracks that | keep coming back to. 


Tip: 

My friend Jim who should have his own list even though 
he doesn’t work at Amoeba is really into Wussy who just 
released an album called Attica! on Shake It Records that 
is worth a listen. 


That’s all I’ve got this time around. I’m so lucky to see 
and hear an incredible variety of music day in and day 
out at the store. It’s an embarrassment of riches. I’m 
humbled by the creativity and fearlessness of so many 
of the musicians who share their time and talent with 
everyone... 


LAL 
RALISA. 


La Luz - It’s Alive 

(HARDLY ART RECORDS) 

Four-piece female SURF band out of Seattle. 
Nothing flashy, just simple and clean, but these 
girls have a sound of their own. Mellow layers 
of vintage guitars, chilling harmonies, and tasty 
rhythms. This is an album that will take you 
away... and PS... they’re playing LA Sept 30th! 


Temples — Sun Structures 
(HEAVENLY RECORDINGS) 

I’m rarely moved by indie bands, but | really got 
into this album! | really dig their melodic Beatles- 
esque songwriting and rhythms and catchy key 
changes. This album has great dynamics and nice 
use of effects. 


Fear of Men — Loom 

(KANINE RECORDS) 

| was lucky to stumble upon Fear of Men at FYF 
Fest 2013. This young U.K. group plays simple 
dreamy indie rock with lovely female vocals and 
a nice balance of guitar sounds.A must for fans 
of the U.K. indie style. 


Dum Dum Girls — Too True 

(SUB POP) 

What a cool album! Too True has a bit more of 
a Darkwave vibe than the Dum Dum’s earlier 
releases, which | think is the perfect edge to Dee 
Dee’s songwriting. 


TT lant 


W 2imatesm 


—>Where to find some new EXOTIC sounds?? 
I’ve been discovering some AMAZING reissues in 
our World Music Section... of 60s and ’70s bands 
whose scenes often came and went long before 
we ever had a chance to hear them—most/ 
many unavailable at the time in the US... 
We may well have never discovered hundreds 
of amazing artists and bands had it not been for the 
efforts of some of the greatest music nerds around— 
folks who run labels like Sublime Frequencies, 
Finders Keepers, Now-Again, Rough Guides, 
Psychedelic Funk Classics and numerous others... 
Thanks to them, we can survey many incredible 
inspiring music scenes from the days when roots, 
sincerity, early exposure to “western” pop and rock, 
all conspired to create regional sounds quite different 
from what came before them—> each exciting 
scene represented on many of the collections 
peppered throughout the World Music section tell 
the story of some incredible time in the social evolu- 
tion of each country... all are so nicely presented, 
often with extensive liner notes, photos, and 
artwork... Do TAKE A TRIP through that section!!! 
A small sample of my _ current favorites, 


in heavy rotation, are listed here: 


(These are all HIGHLY recommended) 


Various Artists — Those 
Shocking Shaking Days - 
Indonesian Hard, Psychedelic, 
Progressive Rock And Funk: 
1970 = 1978 (NOWAGAIN RECORDS) 


Various Artists —- 
Pomegranates (FINDERS KEEPERS) 
Various Artists — The Rough 


Guide To Psychedelic Cambodia 
(WORLD MUSIC NETWORK) 


Various Artists — CD Pop 
Yeh Yeh: Psychedelic Rock 
from Singapore and Malaysia 
1964-1970 (SUBLIME FREQUENCIES) 


Various Artists - 

Psych-Funk Sa-Re-Ga! 
Seminar: Aesthetic Expressions 
Of Psychedelic Funk Music 


In India 1970-1983 
(WORLD PSYCHEDELIC FUNK CLASSICS) 


Zao 


Various Artists — 


Brazilian Guitar Fuzz Bananas 
(TRAFFIC ENTERTAINMENT GROUP) 


Tip: 

Besides Amoeba, one of the great venues for this type 

of stuff, partly because the ownership is affiliated with 
several of these labels | mention, is Mount Analog Records 
on Figureroa in Highland Park/Los Angeles—a highly 
recommended stop, especially if you are a record collecting 
tourist looking for really rich inventory in obscure Psych, 
Prog, and all kinds of weirdness--one of LA’s absolute 
coolest record shops... 


Just finished dry cleaning all fifteen 
of my fedoras and hosing down 
my two pairs of flip-flops. 
Now, let’s talk music and movies. 


Ned Doheny - Separate Oceans 
(NUMERO GROUP) 

As good of an example in defense of ’70s and 
80s soft rock that | can think of. Schmaltzy? A 
wee bit. But the schmaltz tastes good and makes 
you want to lay down and float away. 


ia All That Heaven Allows 
(1955) - Directed by 
Douglas Sirk 


A much needed upgrade to one of the most 
beautiful American films of the ’50s. High drama 
disguised as melodrama.And looking at this sixty 
years later, it’s one of the hardest attacks on ’50s 
suburbanite, conformist culture. 


im Love Streams (1984) —- 


Directed by John Cassavetes 
Cassavetes’ last masterpiece resembles what he 
was at the end of his life: swollen and boozy. A 
humanistic and often surreal view on two shat- 
tered human beings. 





An exploration of technology, war, politics and 
the world of post-economic boom Japan all 
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via late-’"90s video games and computers. Long 
unavailable and finally on DVD. Another master- 
piece by Chris Marker. 


Longmont Potion Castle —- 


Longmont Potion Castle I 1 

(D.U. RECORDS) 

Surrealist prank call master is back. My favorite 
fake name he uses this time? Snyder Web. 


Angkanang Kunchai with 
Ubon-Pattana Band —- 


Isan Lam Plearn (Mm RECORDS) 

A fusion of molam and luk thung genres from 
Thailand with surprising bits of avant-garde 
flourishes and color tossed about. Beautiful 
vocals and a lot of fun. 


Neil Young — A Letter Home 
(THIRD MAN RECORDS) 

Neil Young reworks folk and rock songs to 
straight, minimal folk renditions recorded in 
a Voice-O-Graph vinyl recording booth. The 
antithesis of bloated, over-produced modern 
tracks. In concept, an excellent follow-up to 
2012’s Americana, but a whole other beast. 


Various Artists — 
The Brown Bunny 


(Motion Picture Soundtrack) 
(TWELVE SUNS) 

First time officially available on vinyl.A beautiful 
mixtape of melancholic, ephemeral tracks. 


Lewis — L’Amour (LIGHT INTHEATTIC) 
Ignore the cover that looks like a photo from 
a cheap portrait kiosk at the mall or ’70s male 
erotica. The misleading cover doesn’t prepare 
you for the eerily sad, ethereal whisper of an 
album it is. The liner notes are a must read. 


ia Sorcerer (1977) - 
Directed by William Friedkin 


Long overdue upgrade to one of Friedkin’s best 
thrillers. All Hollywood style satisfaction and 
payoff is abandoned for immense toil and unfair 
cruelty. 


ia Stray Cat Rock: 

The Collection 

Series of girl gang films starring the stoically 
beautiful Meiko Kaji. Jazzy soundtracks, dirty 
action and psychedelic manga color palettes 
soaked in late-’60s excess.A U.K. exclusive. 


104 MUSIC WELIKE »% Fall/Winter 2014-2015 


imi Once Upon a Time 
in America: Extended 
Director’s Cut (1984) - 


Directed by Sergio Leone 
Romanticized portrait of self-made gangsters 
during the prohibition era with visuals some- 
where between a Warner Bros. gangster film of 
the ’30s and a Vermeer painting. Proof that art 
and genre can coexist. And like all Leone films, 
an excellent soundtrack by Ennio Morricone 
featuring easy-listening, bargain bin, pan flute 
king Zamfir(!). 


ia We Won’t Grow Old Together 
(1972) -— Directed by 

Maurice Pialat 

An all too real portrait of the end of an intense 
relationship. An almost cathartic experience for 
the (currently and formerly) brokenhearted. 
And the most perfect title for any movie. 


Keiji Haino / Jim O’Rourke / 
Oren Ambarchi - 

Only Wanting to Melt 
Beautifully Away Is It a Lack 
of Contentment That Stirs 
Affection for Those Things 
Said to Be as of Yet Unseen 


(BLACK TRUFFLE) 
A gorgeous tone poem. 


Tlank 


8 LMAN LR 


Jack White —- Lazaretto 

(THIRD MAN RECORDS) 

On first hearing about all the bells and whistles 
that the vinyl of Lazaretto had in store for us, | 
would have bought it no matter what sounds 
the grooves contained, just to have the object 
as artifact. So, | was even more pleased to find 
a solid album etched into the wax. Baroque by 





White’s previous standards, Lazaretto is bluesy, 
blustery and indulgent, and it doesn’t always 
work perfectly, but it sure isn’t a document of 
an artist in his timid period (see Beck’s Morning 
Phase), and that’s plenty. 


Amen Dunes - Love 

(SACRED BONES) 

| listened to this album a full eight times through 
before its release date. I’m gone on it. On first 
listen you might peg Damon McMahon’s Amen 
Dunes into the Kurt Vile camp of softly psyche- 
delicized folk rock, and | won’t claim that that 
assessment is far wrong, but there’s something 
even more loner, lonelier, angular and immediate 
about Love. Don’t get me wrong, | LOVE me 
some Kurt Vile, but this distant cousin has his 
own thing going on, and it’s real good. 


Miles Davis — Miles at 


The Fillmore East (sony) 

Think what you want of names like Chick Corea, 
Dave Holland, Jack DeJohnette, Keith Jarrett and 
Steve Grossman. Some of them have carried 
the banner heroically, some have, arguably, seen 
periods of distraction by the sirens of fame and 
pop. But back in 1970, they were all young men 
with fire in their bellies and chips on their shoul- 
ders and serving under the singular banner of a 
mad king intent on challenging the foundations 
of instrumental improvisation, even if he wasn’t 
sure what, if anything recognizable, would be left 
in the wake of their forward drive. This music 
was championed and reviled, worshipped and 
spat on... clear indication that its vitality was 
iron hot and a true threat. These recordings are 
gorgeous (for the most part), and the composi- 
tions unfold in ways that | have NEVER heard 
before. It may be music, but more so, it is a docu- 
ment of something happening... SOMETHING 
HAPPENING! 


Liars — Mess (MUTE) 

Liars have finally gotten to their dance elec- 
tronica album, and, thankfully, it’s not a dance 
electronica album. Certainly, moments are very 
much so, like the built-for-the-floor “Dress 
Walker,’ but much of the album plumbs dark 
places in a sunny culture’s psyche, producing 
feelings if not exactly sounds akin to the elec- 
tronic experiments of Coil. Dark pulses making 
you tap your feet as you confess your unsettling 
thoughts. Strange band. 


tUnE-yArDs —- Nikki Nack (4AD) 

R&B, soul, whatever you want to call it, is in a 
rut, and it has been for almost as long as | can 
remember. Like jazz, once it starts to bring in 


modes of expression that wander too far afield 
from the crystallized idea of the genre, it gets 
kicked out of the club. tUnE-yArDs are stocked 
in the rock section, which is fine, as rock is the 
catch-all for almost any and all electric musics 
that have been kicked out of all the other clubs. 
| think it’s R&B of a new and higher order. It’s as 
if The Knife decided to record a deconstructed 
tribute to Roberta Flack. It’s quirky, angular, 
collaged kaleidoscope betrays an appreciation 
of Prince’s most unleashed musicality, Bell Biv 
DeVoe’s most playful rhythms, Janis lan’s most 
introspective confessions. In a perfect world, 
soul artists would see this crack in the door and 
rush it. 


Wye Oak - Shriek (merce) 

On first listening to Wye Oak’s latest release, 
Shriek, | was crushed with disappointment. All of 
the elements that not only drew me into their 
past releases, but made me a fanatic, had been 
eliminated. The near-brutal back-and-forth pull 
between Jenn Wasner’s supremely listenable 
alto vocals and the guitar attack was now just 
layers of drum and electronics. The conflict, the 
contrast, seemed to be gone. It’s hard to let 
go. It’s hard to let all your cherished ideas of 
ANYTHING disperse so that you can see/hear/ 
feel with new sensors. It may have been easier 
had Wye Oak released Shriek under a new band 
name, but, in a way, the challenge to allow them 
to re-envision themselves is part of the joy and 
revelation here.Wasner’s exceptional vocal tone 
is now front-and-center, as it should be. At the 
same time that there is a certain AOR sheen to 
the album, on closer listen the textures of the 
electronics, the almost Bacharach layering of 
alien-sounding elements (bird song, delays, pulses 
appearing against the time signature) reveal the 
depth of the ideas that it took to pull off this 
revision. This album is incredibly good. It’s one 
of the most thoughtfully crafted pop-electronic- 
rock albums I’ve heard in years.And it took a lot 
to allow myself to come to that. 


KiNK — Under Destruction 
(MACRO) 

Super playful electronica by Bulgarian ring 
modulator manipulator, Strahil Velchev. Simple 
tracks of layered freaky blips and boings build to 
full-bodied toe-tappers and noggin-nodders that 
challenge you to remove your delighted grin. So 
fresh and fun, it never fails to lift my mood. 


Wovenhand - 


Refractory Obdurate 
(GLITTERHOUSE/DEATHW ISH) 

There used to be a really great music group 
called 16 Horsepower, led by David Eugene 


MUSIC WELIKE »%& Fall/Winter 2014-2015 105 


Edwards. Now he leads Wovenhand. This is their 
7th official album. Like 16 Horsepower it’s the 
sound of revival tent exorcists calling demons 
out of bodies and into open pits. | hear the echo 
of Jeffrey Lee Pierce and Gun Club. Big guitars 
and Edwards’ trembling, whooping, call-forthing 
voice are dragging your shaking boots up the 
main aisle where a hot hand waits to burn itself 
onto your forehead. 


Tip: 
“Jazz is not dead, it just smells funny.” — FRANK ZAPPA 


Natalie Merchant — 


Natalie Merchant 
(NONESUCH) 


Lily Allen — Sheezus 
(PARLOPHONE) 


Ben & Ellen Harper - 


Childhood Home 
(PRESTIGE FOLKLORE) 


Leif Vollebekk — 


North Americana 
(MISSING PIECE) 


Lord Huron -—- 


Lonesome Dreams 
(IAMSOUND) 


(1) Orange Is The New Black — 
Season | — Created by 
Jenji Kohan 
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buck hander 


Rather new to the Amoeba fold, 
Buck is an Entertainer 
and all around roustabout. 
Fighting the Enemies of Fun! 
Engage: thebuckharder@gmail.com 


*“| had been puzzling over what | might include 
in my first crack at an issue of Music We Like as 
| have enjoyed reading these installments long 
before | became anAmoebite myself.As it turned 
out, after the passing of one of my nearest and 
dearest, | was tasked with, among other things, 
compiling a number of my WSP’s favorites songs 
for the Fellowship playlist following his memo- 
rial service. While | had many of the necessary 
songs on hand or in my personal library | had 
to find a few elsewhere. As | was able to find 
them at Amoeba | thought | might review those 
records along with a series | bought for my folks 
on DVD for them to enjoy during his final days. | 
hope these reviews help you in some small way. 
They certainly did me.*** 


Grace Jones - 
20th Century Masters: 
The Millennium Collection: 


Best of Grace Jones (\sLAND) 

The insert states that Grace doesn’t have the 
greatest voice, but that it is an unforgettable 
voice. I'd have to agree with that. (It also says 
she’s only 5’8”! Who knew?) 


| have never been a big fan of dance music, but | 
do like anything odd so | am about 50/50 on this 
record. For one | find the length of the tracks 
cumbersome. The opener is a whopping 7:28 in 
length and the shortest song is still well over 
four minutes long and | don’t believe any of the 
pieces are interesting enough to have earned 
that much attention. 


Being a regular listener of rockabilly and oldies, | 
have to accept that | am not accustomed to such 
extended explorations of what | find to often 
be not that interesting subject matter. There is 
always a more efficient way to say it. Then again, 
| tend to truncate jokes that other people spent 
several minutes telling me. Perhaps that is a 
failing on the part of the listener. 


That said, | do think “LaVie En Rose” is pretty epic 
and | have listened to it several times through. It’s 
interesting to learn that this was a re-recorded 
vocal and that Jones’ version was the hit. 


The album as a whole is rife with stinky rhymes 
| have always found representative of the 
period, but the ennui of “Private Life” is oddly 
refreshing if you can get past the lyrics. And 
“Warm Leatherette,’ well spawned from the 
same book that gave us the film Crash (1996)—1 
was obviously going to be down for that. The 
closing track, “Nipple to the Bottle,” is quite a 
concept, but not as well realized as “joining the 
car crash set.” 


| didn’t care for many of the other songs 
(“Walking in the Rain,” “Pull Up to the Bumper” 
is also a turkey of a track—and what’s with all 
the car themed songs? *scratches head”). 


Bottom line: Even if | don’t dig the content of the 
pieces, all of the beats make me want to move 
if I’m doing something else and not paying too 
close attention to the song itself. | figure that’s 
an accomplishment. 


George Winston — December 


(20th Anniversary Edition) 
(WINDHAM HILL RECORDS) 

One of my favorite artists to spin when I’m 
trying to read on public transit or drown out 
background noise when I’m working. | am easily 
distracted by other folks and Winston and 
Chopin always do me right. 


One of the only New Age artists to which | 
regularly listen, Winston has a calming style 
all his own without being terribly lugubriously 
protracted. | used Winston’s December, Forest 
and several Concerti Grossi by Handel as general 
filler in my mix. Good stuff. 


My particular favorites on December are tracks 
entitled “Thanksgiving,’ a melancholy, mid-range 
adagio piece (sounds so pensive!), and “The Holly 
and The Ivy,’ an uptempo Christmas-y song with 
a Charlie Brown-y undertone which is odd as 
Winston claims “Prelude” to have been influ- 
enced byVince Guaraldi, long-time Peanuts anima- 
tion composer. | can almost see Charlie doing his 
dance. So weird. (Not really a Xmas dude.) 


Incidentally, December is George’s best-selling 
record of all time, so if you're looking for a place 
to start, this is probably it. (Though | should note 
it was 20 years old in 2001!) 


Judy Collins — The Very Best 


of Judy Collins (cLEKTRAWEA) 

Oy! What can | say about this record? | always 
hated the “Whale Song” thing growing up, and 
this is in no small measure that | generally can’t 
sonically handle high sopranos. They give me a 


THE OiNKSTER 


HOLLYWOOD 


And 


COLD BEER 
PASTRAMI 


@THEOINKSTER #O0INKSTER 


#BURGERLORDS 
THE OINKSTER HOLLYWOOD 


776 VINE STREET LOS ANGELES 90038 
323.536.9248 


REGULAR HOURS: 
SUNDAY - THURSDAY: 11 AM // 10 PM 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 11 AM // II PM 
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headache after a very short period of time.And 
Judy Collins gets up there, man. On the other 
hand | have always loved Yvonne Elliman as Mary 
Magdalene in Jesus Christ Superstar and | love her 
version of “I Don’t Know How to Love Him,” so 
maybe it’s a timbre thing or maybe Judy and | just 
aren’t “on the same wavelength” as she'd say. 


But my WSP’s activism matched Judy’s and it 
made great sense he was drawn to her music 
and her work. 


While | will give her props in the lyrical depart- 
ment (some beautiful phrases q.v.““Who Knows 
Where the Time Goes,’ except that schmoopy 
culinary song. Ick. It’s like thinking about your 
grandparents doing the nasty. q.v. “Cook With 
Honey’) and | do generally enjoy folk music, | 
could never really get into old Judy. 


Por ejemplo:When you make Pete Seeger’s orig- 
inal version of “Turn, Turn, Turn” sound expo- 
nentially more soulful, there’s a problem in your 
delivery. But like Uncle Pete, the stories are the 
thing and | do get into that aspect of all roots 
music. She also does a respectable rendition of 
“Amazing Grace.” 


Many of her other songs (and arrangements) 
just kind of grate on my eardrums. Selah. 


E’en so | do like “Send in the Clowns,” disin- 
genuous though it may be. And as that was the 
song | needed, it all worked out | guess. 


Nina Simone — The Essential 


Nina Simone (RCA) 
If | had a favorite “find” in this little group of 
records, then this was it. 


Nina Simone had always been an artist of which 
| was aware, but | don’t know how much I'd 
actually really listened to her oeuvre beyond the 
obvious “To Be Young, Gifted and Black,’ “I Want 
a Little Sugar in My Bowl,” “Mr. Bojangles” and 
“| Shall Be Released.” Man, have | been missing 
out! 


| have always adored great interpreters and 
she is indeed one of the best (q.v. “To Love 
Somebody”). She’s got a great world-wise quality 
to her voice that bleeds through every tune and 
the underlying grit makes everything feel that 
much more sincere to me. (q.v. “Just Like Tom 
Thumb’s Blues” — sorry Judy, this blows your 
version out of the water like a quiet torpedo of 
easy truth.) Her idiosyncratic vibrato seems to 
come from deep in her belly instead of getting 
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caught in her larynx as operatic technique often 
promotes (q.v.“Ain’t Got No/I Got Life’). 


The arrangements are simple (sometimes over- 
done backing tracks can really steal focus from 
the voice and the words for me) and stand to 
showcase this very talented vocalist, though she 
easily holds her own when there’s more behind 
her (“Do What You Gotta Do”). 


| really liked this record and would accept it as 
“essential” though | will be on the look out for 
more of her work. 


Favorites include:“Seems I’m Never Tired Lovin’ 
You,” one of the best versions of the much 
covered Randy Newman tune “I Think It’s Gonna 
Rain Today,’ “In the Dark” — who am | kidding? | 
love this whole record! 


It’s not only great quality. It’s very human and 
infinitely relatable. Soup to nuts. 


Nat ‘King’ Cole - 

The Legendary Nat ‘King’ Cole 
(CAPITOL RECORDS) 

Mr. Cole’s voice has always felt like putting on 
an old comfortable robe to me. He is one of 
the best. His vocals slide so easily over, under, 
through and all around the lush, classic arrange- 
ments. So smooth. So warm. So empathetic. 


Another great record, especially for a “best of.” 


By far my favorite track is “Those Lazy-Hazy- 
Crazy-Days of Summer,’ a German-sounding 
romp that hit me nicely between the liver and 
the heart. | can’t wait to force people to listen to 
this ode to “soda and pretzels and beer”! 


*steeples fingers* 


Some other favorites include: “Too Young,’ 
“Unforgettable,” “Nature Boy,’ “Answer Me,’ 
“My Love,” “The Very Thought of You,’ “Ain’t 
Misbehavin’,’ “That’s All There Is To That” 


Simon & Garfunkel — Parsley, 


Sage, Rosemary and Thyme 
(COLUMBIA) 

It’s hard to beat this duo for simple, elegant 
intertwining vocal lines infused with delicate 
harmony. This record starts strong out of the 
gate with the nearly eponymous Scarborough 
Fair/Canticle” and flutters through a packed 29 
minutes. If you’ve never listened to these guys 


(which would shock me, but stranger things have 
happened) this might be a good starting place. 


“Homeward Bound” was the track | needed and 
one I’ve always loved. Imminently appropriate to 
my task. 


Other favorites include: “Patterns,” “The Big 
Bright Green Pleasure Machine,” “The 59th 
Street Bridge Song (Feelin’ Groovy),’ “Flowers 
Never Bend with the Rainfall” and “A Simple 
Desultory Philippic (or How | Was Robert 
McNamara’d Into Submission).” 


Pie in the Sky (2011) 

| have only had the chance to see a handful 
of these charming episodes starring Richard 
Griffiths (History Boys, Harry Potter) and Maggie 
Steed (Coronation Street, Foyle’s War), but when 
| saw that it was a series about a semi-retired 
police detective who always wanted to be a chef, 
| knew | couldn’t go wrong where my folks were 
concerned. Food and a mystery? Right on! 


Griffiths is wonderfully droll and though there 
are murders and the like, the tone is light and, 
as my dad has said appreciatively, “not too gory 
or violent.” | like Luther and some of the grit- 
tier things coming out these days on the BBC, 
but | might have missed this airy little pastry of 
a show if | hadn’t had the chance to buy it for 
someone else’s enjoyment. 


Don’t underestimate what you might learn by 
trying out other people’s tastes. That’s a lesson 
| try to keep in mind. You never know what you 
might find! 


lTlicheke 


Rock Photographer, Music Journalist 
& Jewelry Designer 
www.dominoartz.com 
A Chicago transplant living in LaLa land 
My list is dedicated to Mom 
& Chicago & BLUES 


Howlin’ Wolf — Best of 

Got a case of the pure blues? Pick up Howlin’ 
Wolf, King of the Blues. Any song from this 
gravel voiced master will fix you. Some “Best 
of” albums are better than others... look for 
compilations with at least “Top of the World,’ 
“Smokestack Lightning,’ and “Spoonful.” (Try His 
Best (Chess 50th Anniversary Collection. ) 


Jimmy Reed - Best Of 

Jimmy Reed is a velvet smooth blues man with 
killer harmonica riffs.Any “Best Of” Jimmy Reed 
with “Honest | Do” will nail you to the wall. 
Unsung talent. Dig It. (Try The Best of Jimmy Reed 
from GNP Crescendo Records.) 


Bessie Smith — Best Of 

Bessie Smith is on the verge of jazz, while she 
croons blues. This singer can blow you away 
with “Jelly Roll?’ Heart and soul combined, she 
will pull you into another time and place. (Try 
Essential Bessie Smith from Sony Records.) 


Derek & the Dominos - 
Layla & Other Assorted 


Love Songs (POLYDOR) 

Eric Clapton and crew’s great classic blues rock 
epic album. Pain and agony of Clapton’s love 
for George Harrison’s (then) wife wrapped in 
musical fine art. 


ZZ Ward — Put The Gun Down 
(HOLLYWOOD RECORDS) 

Adele aspires to be ZZ Ward, but falls short. 
Guitarist, vocalist, songwriter, with soulful talent 
describes Miss Ward. Check this album out to 
hear amazing modern day blues. 


DOOM DEAT 2 
(Pete Tagan) 


singer of Harassor 


Lantlos — Melting Sun (PROPHECY) 


Godflesh — Decline & Fall 12” 
(AVALANCHE) 


Dead In The Manger - 
Transience (20 BUCK SPIN) 


Outer Space -— 


Phantom Center 12” 
(EDITIONS MEGO) 


Ambarchi/O’Malley/Dunn - 


Shade Themes From Kairo 
(DRAG CITY) 


Fennesz — Bes (EDITIONS MEGO) 
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Nux Vomica — Nux Vomica 
(RELAPSE) 


Various Artists — Warfaring 


Strangers: Darkscorch Canticles 
(NUMERO GROUP) 


Swans — To Be Kind (YOUNG Gob) 


Tryptikon — Melana Chasmata 
(CENTURY MEDIA) 


Leyland Kirby — Presents: 
V/Vm - The Death Of Rave 
(A Partial Flashback) 

(HISTORY ALWAYS FAVOURS THE WINNERS) 


More fun than games. 


Lily Allen — Sheezus (PARLOPHONE) 
The sweet & sassy third album from Queen Lily 
is the first in nearly five years and it doesn’t 
disappoint.An upbeat, tongue-in-cheek listen for 
the warm summer days. 


ia Blue Ruin (2013) -— Directed 


by Jeremy Saulnier 

Jeremy Saulnier’s Blue Ruin is the surprise of 
the year, a micro-budget revenge thriller that 
bests its big studio counterparts through confi- 
dent direction and excellent performances. It’s 
sleek & mean with pitch black humor and | can 
hardly wait to see what these filmmakers cook 
up next. 


ii Sorcerer (1977) — Directed by 
William Friedkin 


William Friedkin’s white-knuckle followup to 
The Exorcist and The French Connection has had 
a storied history on home video but the newly 
remastered Blu-ray (approved by the director 
himself) is a thing of beauty. Dim the lights, turn 
up the subwoofer and hang on tight! 
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ia The Mechanic (1972) —- 
Directed by Michael Winner 


Charles Bronson’s pre-Death Wish masterpiece 
opens with a wordless I5 minute set piece 
and only gets more tough-guy from there as 
Bronson’s aging hitman takes Jan-Michael Vincent 
under his wing to train in the art of professional 
killing. Now on limited edition Blu-ray courtesy 
of Twilight Time! 


ia Without Warning (1980) —- 
Directed by Greydon Clark 


Greydon Clark’s proto-Predator receives its 
long-overdue stateside home video debut (on 
Blu-ray to boot!) so we can finally see Jack 
Palance, Neville Brand and Martin Landau battle 
a brutal alien hunter in glorious 1080p. 


Tip: 
Watch movies with me at Cinefamily. www.heavymidnites. 


hak 


C) Twin Peaks: The Entire 
Mystery [Blu-ray] (1990) - 
Created by Mark Frost, 
David Lynch 


“My name is Margaret Lanterman. | live in Twin 
Peaks. | am known as the Log Lady. There is 
a story behind that. There are many stories in 
Twin Peaks... they all have about them a sense 
of mystery... My log hears things | cannot 
hear... Even though it has stopped growing 
larger, my log is aware... In a dream, are all 
the characters really you? Different aspects of 
you? Do answers come in dreams? | chew pitch 
gum... Runny pitch is no good to chew. Hard, 
brittle pitch is no good. But in between there 
exists a firm, slightly crusted pitch with such 
a flavor. This is the pitch | chew... One more 
thing: | grew up in the woods... My husband 
died in a fire. No one can know my sorrow... 
When | see a fire, | feel my anger rising. This 
was not a friendly fire. This was not a forest 
fire. It was a fire in the woods. This is all | am 
permitted to say.” 


() Comedy Bang! Bang! 
Season 2 (2014) - Created by 


Scott Aukerman 

Aziz Ansari, David Cross, Jim Gaffigan, Zach 
Galifianakis, Bill Hader, Pee-wee Herman, Andy 
Richter, Andy Samberg, Jason Schwartzman, 
Sarah Silverman & Paul F Tompkins. 


ia The Grand Budapest Hotel 
[Blu-ray] (2014) —Directed by 
Wes Anderson 


i Jodorowsky’s Dune [Blu-ray] 
(2014) - Directed by Frank 


Pavich 
Alejandro Jodorowsky, H. R. Giger 


ia Tim’s Vermeer [Blu-ray] 
(2014) -— Directed by Teller 


Inventor Tim Jenison uses a variety of optical 
devices (mirrors, camera obscura, lenses), to 
test a theory & recreate Vermeer’s painting The 
Music Lesson. 


ia ! Am Divine (2013) - 


Directed by Jeffrey Schwarz 
John Waters, Ricki Lake, Tab Hunter, Harris 
Glenn Milstead aka Divine! Also watch director 
Jeffrey Schwarz’s film Vito, the story of Vito 
Russo, father of the gay liberation movement, 
author of The Celluloid Closet, and AIDS activist 
in the 1980s. 


ia Let The Fire Burn (2013) - 


Directed by Jason Osder 

In 1985 Philadelphia police shot 10,000 rounds 
of ammunition & dropped two pounds of mili- 
tary explosives onto a house occupied by the 
cult MOVE. The resulting fire was allowed to 
burn without regard to collateral damage for 
an hour although firefighters were on the scene. 
Five kids & six adults were killed and 61 homes 
were destroyed by the fire. The tragedy unfolds 
in graphic archival video withheld from the 
public until now. 


ia Her (2013) — Directed by 
Spike Jonze 

Theodore (Joaquin Phoenix) is a lonely writer 
who falls in love with Samantha, the voice of 
his new operating system. Scarlett Johansson’s 
flirty vacant pout is ideal for a playing an artificial 
intelligence empathy simulator (see also Under 
the Skin). Spike Jonze explores online dating, 
loneliness, consciousness & the meaning of love 
in his unique style. 


Men Who Make The 
Music; Plus Butch Devo & 
The Sundance Gig (1979/1996) 


Concert footage from Devo’s 1978 tour with 
music videos and funny interstitials. Plus Butch 
Devo and the Sundance Gig. Devo at 1996 


{ 
goo. 


pa? ( 
bs 


fas! 


) 
~ 


Sundance Film Festival doing hardcore Devo 
songs from the early 1970s! Awaiting the official 
DEVO documentary Are We Not Men? 


Ra: 
W eather 


ima Wolf of Wall Street (2013) - 


Directed by Martin Scorsese 
Martin Scorsese does his Quentin Tarantino 
impression on this one and to great effect! 
Entertaining from beginning to end. Scorsese’s 
best film! 







Jordan Belfort: “My name is Jordan Belfort. The 
year | turned 26,| made 49 million dollars, which 
really pissed me off because it was three shy of 
a million a week.” 


Earl Sweatshirt — Doris 

(TAN CRESSIDA/COLUMBIA RECORDS) 

SK La’Flare from the track “Prez”: ’He said that 
he wanted beef so we fed him hollows and got 


it popping.’ 


Pusha T — My Name is My 


Name (G.0.0.D. MUSIC/DEF JAM) 

Kendrick Lamar from the track “Nosetalgia”: 
“He said ’son, how come you think you be my 
connect?’ | said ’pops, your ass is washed up 


999 


with all due respect. 


ia Broadway Danny Rose (1984) 
- Directede by Woody Allen 


“May | interject one statement at this juncture? 
And | don’t mean to be didactic nor facetious in 
any manner.’ 
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handmade (hand-meyd) adj. 
1) made by hand, not by machine, 
with care and craftsmanship. 

2) Gibson Acoustic guitars. 
Handmade in America for over 
100 years. 


Acoustic 


See the full line at 


714 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Santa Monica, California 
(310) 595-8232 


truetonemusic.com 
email: sales@truetonemusic.com 


om ep, 


*|. ah, COuthern California’s only 
~“aums“<& Gibson Five Star Dealer 


12 =MUSICWELIKE »* Fall/Winter 2014-2015 





F nyatak 


Eric Whitacre — Water Night 
(DECCA) 

Mr. Whitacre writes lovely and powerful choral 
music, and he also composes striking orchestral 
music as well, which | hadn’t heard until this 
record. This disc has much beauty, with melody 
and harmonic delicacy on display with a sort 
of nationalism, akin to Aaron Copland meeting 
Morton Lauridsen and Samuel Barber. Inspired, 
inspiring sound here, as good a collection of his 
work as exists, with an evolving “Whitacre” style 
and sound each time | listen. 


Keith Jarrett/Charlie Haden - 


Last Dance (Ec™) 

A duo for the ages these gentlemen, with a 
second disc of piano and bass duets manifested 
within the intimacy of Keith’s home studio. 
Tender versions of “Round Midnight,’ “Every 
Time We Say Goodbye,’ the swinging, lyrical 
“Dance Of The Infidels” and lots more of the 
same guarantee a provocative, sentimental listen. 
These guys can play so well, and are so attuned 
to each others moves that Keith says, “It’s like 
two people singing.” Touching interpretations of 
great music by two legends. 


Lightnin’ Hopkins - 

Goin’ Away (JVC XRCD/BLUESVILLE) 
Mesmerizing, heartfelt American music by the 
great Mr. Hopkins and a jazz rhythm section, 
Herbie Lovelle and Leonard Gaskin. This trio just 
really bubbles, cooks and boogies with Lightnin’s 
brilliant acoustic guitar and resplendent voice 
electrifying the instant-classic session here. And 
the JVC XRCD audiophile mastering and manu- 
facturing is spectacular. Winner. 


Keith Berry — The Ear That 


Was Sold To A Fish 

(INFRACTION) 

Gorgeous, textural “ambience,” an atmo- 
spheric music made of sounds of the outside 
and the processing of natural and electronics. 
Berry layers a mindful stillness, and below 
resides glittering, smoky arrangement of 
tactile residues of ““‘sound art,” wholly Keith’s, 
invoking an excitement not present in most 
ambient records. 2-CD set in a lovely enve- 
lope. Never enough. 


| 66 


Anthony Bailes — Michelangelo 


Galilei: Intravolatura di Liuto 
(RAMEE) 

Lush, rapturous lute music written by the 
brother of Galileo Galilei in about 1600 and 
performed by British master lutenist Anthony 
Bailes. Lilting, deep notes of emotional energy 
with a very attractive room sound around the 
instrument. Bailes interprets the music as if he 
was indeed performing for a king: spot-on. Galilei 
is honored here with a superlative performance 
and package by the Ramee label. Cheers! 


lasos — Celestial Soul Portrait 
(NUMERO GROUP) 

Progressive, cosmic synthesizer and keyboard 
music recorded in his boat-studio, lasos was 
ahead of most in his synth-based sound, equaling 
Vangelis, Shultze, Tomita and others for creative 
power, mood and innovation. These sounds 
represent all that was good about the New 
Age music genre in this time period (1975- 
1985), with earnest, profound chordal work 
and impassioned melodic concept adhered to 
throughout. | have owned my needle-worn copy 
of this beautifully gold-embossed LP forever, and 
am delighted to see the Numero Group label 
heading off into this musical direction. 


Tomas Phillips — 


Quartet For Instruments 

(HUMMING CONCH) 

Ebbing & flowing, calmly receding, reappearing, 
piano and instruments with electronics gently 
going then coming because then they are here, 
then not, then not so gently, then so. Suspense 
here, like Morton Feldman and a modern sense 
of mystery in the foreground, or is it the back- 
ground? Pensive, serious music that you trust 
will continue as assumed, then moves someplace 
else, but you follow, needing more of what it is 
but not defining it precisely. It is, isn’t it? 


Robbie Basho - Voice Of 


The Eagle/Twilight Peaks 
(VANGUARD/SMERALDINA-RIMA) 

This could be Robbie Basho year (and it’s only 
July), with at least three vital reissues of Robbie’s 
that I’ve gotten, me of the Robbie Basho fan club 
hugely. Voice Of The Eagle (1972) being a magnifi- 
cent guitar record with Mr B’s fine picking on 
either acoustic 6 or 12 string, each instrument 
always an iconic, vintage sound, always sensational 
performance on guitars, Robbie having no equal 
at the time, defining (and | love the other folks, 
too) the “neo-primitive,’ Berkeley, raga-school 
(whatever) guitar style. Then that voice...with 
no equal on the planet. A gifted expressionist 


of what lies inward, coming outward, into the 
cosmos bringing ancient heroes and saints with 
THAT voice. Twilight Peaks (1984) continuing, 
mostly guitar on this one, mostly embellishing 
his direction with the natural searching for more, 
more to add to what he was hearing already 
inside, improvising around the known quantity, 
fingers dancing new dances knowing there are 
other rushes and results, never to see the end 
of the searching, searching. 


Nils Petter Molvaer / 
Moritz von Oswald — I[/l 


(EMARCY) 

Dub-by, heartbeat-centered trumpet-laced 
movements, measures and drone dances. Fire in 
the silence, etched patterns of sound with brass 
commentary behind and above the pages. Mixing 
and remixing and re-mixing the prime elements 
becoming the prime elements, with a spooky, 
distant feel to the map as it unfolds. The sound 
of Nils’ blowing being lead by Oswald on a tight 
leash, with each man cutting the edges of the 
performance in order to fit the others’ more 
precisely. Fascinating collaboration, appearing 
simple in its execution, but revealing richly 
dreamed illusion upon closer listening. 


David Pritchard — 


Among The Missing 

(MORPHIC RESONANCE) 
Roots-meets-jazz-meets-classical guitar music 
from L.A.-based David Pritchard, who played 
with Freddie Hubbard, Gary Burton and 
others. From one-guitar pieces to large guitar- 
ensemble writing, the compositions and perfor- 
mance soundly glide from emotion to emotion, 
acknowledging multiple genres while sustaining 
a singular identity, always from the heart.Alluring 
string music from David, recalling The Paul 
Winter Consort, Ralph Towner and the like. 


Bola Sete — 


Ocean Memories 

(SAMBA MOON) 

Bola from Brazil has always been a favorite. 
His ingenuity of improvisation and flourishing 
around a melody with such logic, only his own 
being quite bewitching, and this double-disc of 
solo guitar is a superior example. His thoughts 
show themselves directly, while fingers enthu- 
siastically manifest the spirit of his decisions. 
Perhaps you can feel the urgency as if his fingers 
may not keep up. Previously released as Ocean, 
this 2-CD package includes outtakes and unre- 
leased pieces from those sessions and that era 
of his work. Otimo! 
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Jaco Pastorius — 
Modern American Music... 


Period! The Criteria Sessions 
(OMNIVORE RECORDINGS) 

Omnivore Recordings and Metallica’s Robert 
Trujillo worked together with Jaco’s estate to 
obtain this music (and more) from the original 
acetate disc, never heard by the public before. 
Recorded after hours when the famous Florida 
studio had ended the day’s bookings, Jaco, being 
the world’s greatest bass player, had been leading 
up to this moment with all his other projects, the 
frontier of modern electric bass playing, and these 
tracks are a blueprint of what was up before his 
first solo LP on Epic. The band here (quintet?) is 
very tight, somewhat more crafty and daring by 
design than Jaco’s first very-slick Epic album, the 
music here expresses a more Bitches Brew jazz 
vibe than funky fusion or rambling jamming, with 
some ear-bending dissonance decorating the 
pocket and chordal beds, while of course all the 
while Mr. P’s chops and taste are always the lumi- 
nous lead voice. Jazz history here then, a swinging 
hipness, self-confident and with bright hopes 
shining, and the rest was history. 


David Crosby — Croz (BLUE CASTLE) 
David and band (including his son) in fine form on 
this new LP, multiple moments really touching the 
sacred energy of Crosby’s gift, like “Holding On 
To Nothing.’ Simple, airy production value show- 
cases the writing herein. Wonderful guest solos, 
like a Wynton Marsalis joint (pun intended). Lord 
knows, Crosby’s road has been a rough one, but 
he can rest easy knowing that his spirit is reaching 
his people, and more by the day. 


Stefano Scodanibbio/ 
Quartetto Prometeo - 


Reinventions (EcM) 

The late Italian bassist Stefano Scodanibbio 
possessed an otherworldly technique as known 
by modern classical music lovers, but this new 
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ECM disc is a wonder of subtle, temperate 
arranging of known music, this being Mr. 
Scodanibbio’s last project. Mexican folk ballads, 
Bach and Spanish guitar music are literally rein- 
vented by the writing for string quartet in this 
case, and the effect is nothing short of capti- 
vating. Warmly shifting string bowing and the 
delicious down-tempos in these unique arrange- 
ments endlessly enchanting me, seated within 
the distinctly delectable ECM sound, guarantee 
lifelong listening pleasure. Fantastico! 


Jon Hassell - 

City: Works Of Fiction 

(ALL SAINTS) 

All hail this new, expanded 3-disc reissue of 
Jon’s great 1989 masterwork and much more, 
in its timelessness here more so emphasized by 
the inclusion of a 1989 live recording (disc 2) of 
Hassell’s band of that year playing inside of an 
installation by Brian Eno in New York City. Disc 3 
points to an even wider palette dug into all over 
the original LP’s release (Disc |, remastered), 
with guest re-works and unheard sections of the 
originals. | remember when this record came out 
thinking about how fresh and unique the sounds 
were, very clean and directly to the point of the 
music being “of” these sampled and manipu- 
lated sounds entirely, and of course always with 
Jon’s airy, harmonious trumpet floating over the 
proceedings. Remixes, borrowing and re-sampling 
of the audio on this record all have transpired 
since, but | can’t get over how contemporary and 
immortal this music sounds. 


Ronen 
hobbyurood 


Old 97’s — Most Messed Up 
(ATO RECORDS) 


Beck — Morning Phase (capitol) 


First Aid Kit -— Stay Gold 
(COLUMBIA RECORDS) 


The Mastersons — Good Luck 
Charm (NEWWEST RECORDS) 


Jack White — Lazaretto 
(THIRD MAN) 


Led Zeppelin — Led Zeppelin | 
(ATLANTIC) 


Led Zeppelin — Led Zeppelin Il 
(ATLANTIC) 


Led Zeppelin —Led Zeppelin Ill 
(ATLANTIC) 


ia The Hobbit: The Desolation 
of Smaug (2014) - Directed by 
Peter Jackson 


C) The Walking Dead: Season 4 
(2014) 


ia Picnic At Hanging Rock 
[1975] [Criterion] (2014) - 
Directed by Peter Weir 


im Nashville [1975] [Criterion] 
(2013) -— Directed by 
Robert Altman 


i La Cage Aux Folles [1979] 
[Criterion] (2013) - 
Directed by Edouard Molinaro 


Marilyn Monroe fanatic 
and Music Lover! 


Michael Jackson — Xscape (cic) 

| was on the fence about releasing music that 
Michael didn’t finish before he died but when 
| heard “Slave To The Rhythm” it sounded like 
he had. The only issue | have is that when they 
released this album on vinyl they didn’t release 
the deluxe version on vinyl. 


(1) Doctor Who:The Time Of 
The Doctor (2014) 


As someone who just become addicted to 
Doctor Who | love that this 50th anniversary 
had references to past story lines, but if you 
are new (like me) to Doctor Who, missing the 


references doesn’t subtract from the story line. 


| was told by numerous people before | watched 
it to wait and see it in 3D because it is 10 times 
better that way. They were right—seeing the 
Tardis fly off the screen is amazing. 


ia The Misfits (1961) —- 
Directed by John Huston 


The Misfits is one of my favorite movies. This 
movie is probably Marilyn Monroe’s best. It 


is very bittersweet though because it shows 
exactly what sort of roles she should have been 
given but never was. 


The Beatles — Let [t Be (capitol) 


| love this album. Always have and always will. 


Kacey Musgraves -— 


Same Trailer Different Park 
(MERCURY) 

Most of the time when you hear a song by a 
female country artist it is about heartbreak, God, 
or love. The reason this album is so amazing in 
my eyes (and in the eyes of all the customers | 
spoke to about it) is because Kacey didn’t stick 
to that mold. 


ia 20 Feet From Stardom (2013) 


This documentary will forever change the way 
you listen to some of your favorite songs. Your 
heart breaks when you hear the artist talking 
about how their dreams of making it as a solo 
artist never came true. After you watch this go 
check out Judith Hill’s music and help her make 
the transition to solo artist. 


Smash — Bombshell - The New 


Marilyn Musical (covtumeiA) 

Smash is about the making of a musical based 
on Marilyn Monroe’s life. This soundtrack is the 
entire musical from start to finish. The creators 
of Smash made sure that every up and down of 
her life was represented in this musical. Marilyn 
had many sides to her, most of which are over- 
looked by the majority of people.All her hopes, 
dream, fears, and challenges in life have a voice 
again on this soundtrack. Hopefully one day they 
actually put this musical on Broadway. Like | said, 
lam a Marilyn fanactic. 


Tip: 
When buying a movie based on a book, read the book 
first!!!! 
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Icotd 


: 
I really like Droopy cartoons. 


Sultan — Check & Mate 
(Reissue) (TRIBUNAL RECORDS) 


Jorge Drexler — 
Bailar en la Cueva 
(WARNER MUSIC LATIN) 


Various Artists — 


1970s Algerian Folk & Pop 
(SUBLIME FREQUENCIES) 


Earthless — From the Ages 
(TEE PEE) 


Tombs — Savage Gold (RELAPSE) 


Serpentine Path - 
Emanations (RELAPSE) 


Graves at Sea/Sourvein — 
Split (SEVENTH RULE) 


Graves at Sea - 


This Place is Poison 
(EOLIAN EMPIRE) 


Death - Leprosy (Reissue) 
(RELAPSE) 


Acid Witch/Nunslaughter -— 
Spooky 7” (HELL'S HEADBANGERS) 


Harassor — 
Into Unknown Depths (pais) 


Thou — Heathen (GILEAD MEDIA) 
Geryon — Geryon (GILEAD MEDIA) 


Abigail — Intercourse & Lust 
(NUCLEAR WAR NOW!) 


Mournful Congregation -— 


Concrescence of the Sophia 
(20 BUCK SPIN) 
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Various Artists — 

Gipsy Rhumba: The Original 
Rhythm of Gipsy in Spain 
1965-1974 

(SOUL JAZZ) 


Coffinworm — [V./1.VIII. 
(PROFOUND LORE) 


impetuous Ritual — 
Unholy Congregation of the 


Hypocritical Ambivalence 
(PROFOUND LORE) 
http:/ancientaltar.bandcamp.com 


Ahetha €. 


Peace, Love, Justice, and Vinyl. 
@BakedMusicJunkie 


People Under The Stairs — 


12 Step Program (PIECELOCK 70) 

Thes One and Double K at it again. These LA 
natives always bringing their A-game whether 
it’s in the studio or on stage. |2 Step Program is 
nothing short of that. That drink to, smoke to, chill 
to, LA sound. If you haven’t already, pick it up! 


The Grouch and Eligh - 


The Tortoise and the Crow 
(EMPIRE DISTRIBUTION) 

My Favorite Hip Hop duo. This release is a testa- 
ment of the love and dedication these two have 
for Hip Hop. Giving us not one, not two, but 
THREE albums. Always evolving as artists and as 
human beings which is evident in their music. 
Something to listen to when you need your 
spirits lifted. 


Freddie Gibbs and Madlib — 


Pinata (MADLIB INVAZION) 

Quite honestly | was a bit skeptical about this 
release, but Madlib and Freddy Gibbs delivered. 
Bringing two different spectrums of Hip Hop 
together, creating an instant classic. Freddie 
Gibbs bringing that 90s Hip Hop sound, with 
Madlib on production always delivering that 
boom-bap for the underground heads. 


ia Our Vinyl Weighs A Ton: This 
Is Stones Throw Records (2014) 
- Directed by Jeff Broadway 


This documentary is something to check out if 
you're an avid Stones Throw fan. You’re in for a 


surprise if you think Stones Throw is strictly a 
Hip Hop label. Giving you a small peek of what 
goes on in the eclectic brain of founder Peanut 
Butter Wolf and his start in the music industry. 
A good display of all the talent Stones Throw 
has to offer. 


Atenrk AINA 


Wild Ones: A Sometimes 

Dismaying, Weirdly Reassuring 
Story About Looking at People 
Looking at Animals in America 


by Jon Mooallem (PENGUIN PRESS) 

A concise and engrossing history of wildlife 
conservation in the United States, Wild Ones 
is informative, funny—and most importantly— 
thought-provoking. Author Jon Mooallem 
inspires serious reflection in his reader by means 
of his unique observational wit. 


© Pulphead - Essays 

by John Jeremiah Sullivan 

(SFG ORIGINALS) 

The best pop culture writer going.As original and 
refreshing as Nick Tosches or Lester Bangs must 
have seemed in their time, Sullivan’s stories are 
both readable and fascinating. Great thoughtful 
journalism covering personalities as diverse 
as John Fahey, Real World’s the Miz, Michael 
Jackson, and Axl Roses’ high school chums. 


Donato Dozzy - Plays Bee 


Mask (sPECTRUM SPOOLS) 
One of my top records for last year. Colorful, far 
out, and very original. 


Copeland — Because I’m 


Worth It (sELF-RELEASED) 
Still hoping we manage to get some copies of this 


in the store. So far my favorite record of 2014. 


Bent, melodic, and rhythmic, Because I’m Worth 
It is a very strong debut for Hype Williams’ Inga 
Copeland. The record is imaginative in all the 
ways that made Hype Williams such a fun band 
to follow. Highly recommended. 


©The Skies Belong To Us by 


Brendan I. Koerner 

(BROADWAY BOOKS) 

Koerner builds a compelling history of airport 
security and highjacking in the United States 
around the truly incredible story of highjackers/ 
lovers Roger Holder and Cathy Kerkow, who 


highjacked a major airline mid-flight, demanded 
the release of Angela Davis, successfully 
commandeered the plane, found refuge with the 
Panthers in Algeria, and drifted into obscurity.All 
the while Koerner peppers his narrative with a 
parallel account of how and why the domestic 
terrorism at the advent of air travel shaped the 
security policy and legislation we know today. 
Really fun. 


| wanna be sedated. 


The Orwells — Disgraceland 
(ATLANTIC/CANVASBACK) 

This band of dudes from outside of Chicago 
aren't old enough to drink legally, but that 
doesn’t stop them. Bringing a sense of danger 
back into rock and roll, The Orwells are one of 
those rare bands breathing life into something 
so vital. 


Black Lips — 


Underneath The Rainbow vvict) 
The boys are back in town... “Do the Vibrate!” 


The Brian Jonestown 


Massacre — Revelation 

(THE COMMITTEE TO KEEP MUSIC EVIL) 

The latest offering from the BJM shows that age 
hasn’t worn out band leader Anton Newcombe 
as he pulls from the timeless ether of psych, 
nugget-y goodness. 


Twin Peaks — Wild Onion 

(GRAND JURY) 

These dudes are one of the best bands you’ve 
yet to hear. They’ve toured with Arctic Monkeys, 
Eagulls, The Orwells, and more and aren’t stop- 
ping anytime soon with the release of their 
sophomore LP Wild Onion. 


Tip: 

Seeing The Babies live was probably one of my favorite sets 
last year. But for a show, The Growlers live really deliver the 
goods. Gilded Pleasures is top notch. 
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J ern 


Father of three. Erin, who is back in 
school and teaching kids. She also has 
my grandson, King Aiden, who is 20 
months now. Ariel just graduated with 
her Masters from USC & is married for 
almost a year now. Alexaundria is also 
a studient at USC and graduates next 
year with her Masters. She’s currently 
working on a six-pack at the gym to 
match her dad's keg!!! 


im Jersey Boys (2014) - Directed 
by Clint Eastwood 

| couldn’t wait to see it and it didn’t disappoint. | 
saw it opening night and went back late Sunday 
night after work. It really broke down when they 


had written and performed so many great hits. 


Also, how and why Frankie went solo. In my 
opinion, it’s a must see if you like music. They 
were different at that time. I’m waiting for Jersey 
Boys to be at the Pantages. 


Michael Jackson — Xscape (cic) 
| think it’s a really good CD and it was cool 
hearing something different from Michael 
Jackson. Rest In Peace Mike. We all love you! 


i X-Men: Days of Future Past 
(2014) -— Directed by 

Bryan Singer 

| honestly thought it was well thought out and 


it was one of the best X-Men! Check it out. 


It was better than Godzilla, and I’m not saying 


Godzilla was bad. It was OK. X-Men was good. 


Very good!! 


Led Zeppelin — Led Zeppelin | 
(ATLANTIC) 

The remastered 1969 debut album of Jimmy 
Page and Led Zeppelin. OK, Led Zeppelin II and 
also Led Zeppelin Ill. | only heard a little of each 
and they sound awesome. It’s kinda pricey, but 
what a great present for yourself or someone 
you love dearly. LOL. You have to love them to 
spend that kinda loot!!! But I’m excited about 
them and l’m going to get all of them, one at 
a time. 
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ia Think Like a Man Too (2014) 
- Directed by Tim Story 


| think Kevin Hart is on a roll. He cracks me up. 
So far you can’t go wrong with anything he does. 
Good stuff. 


SJ homie. 


ILRINMAM 


Chad VanGaalen - Shrink Dust 
(SUB POP) 

The Calgary-based Renaissance man is back 
with his second major label release. Shrink Dust 
is a departure from his last more rock oriented 
record, and finds Chad taking his music in a 
new direction. He has apparently described the 
album as his take on a country record, though 
you might not guess that from listening to it. The 
songs go from sweet acoustic folk to psychedelic 
garage rock, with a wide range of bizarre subject 
matter that covers everything from an ode to a 
dead dog to a song about literally turning into a 
monster, all sung in his signature falsetto. Most 
exciting is that the album serves as a partial 
soundtrack to his as of yet released full length, 
hand-drawn, cell animated sci-fi movie, which 
will almost certainly be essential watching when 
it finally comes out. 


Jessica Lea Mayfield — Make 
My Head Sing (ato RECORDS) 


Jessica Lea Mayfield dives headfirst into grunge 
rock with her new record, which stands at a 
sharp contrast to her previous heavily country 
and folk influenced work. Edgy but sweet, and 
not to be missed. 


Eels — The Cautionary Tales of 


Mark Oliver Everett (Eworks) 

Eels always delivers, and the new album is no 
exception. E still manages to weave his dark and 
sometimes depressing lyrics with a sense of hope, 
tied together with the same biting wit he’s been 
shelling out for 20 years. The vinyl and special 
edition version of the CD come with a bonus 
disc of outtakes, live versions of classics, and 
B-sides that feel like a worthwhile extension to 
the album, rather than a hastily thrown together 
afterthought, and it’s certainly worth spending a 
few extra bucks to pick up the extra material. 


Timber Timbre — Hot Dreams 
(ARTS & CRAFTS) 
| might recommend this record over anything 


else I’ve heard recently. Timber Timbre just 
keeps on getting creepier, and not due to a lack 
of trying. Hot Dreams sounds like just that, the 
weirdly poignant ramblings that you’d wake up 
in a fever and write down in the middle of the 
night. The album is full of twangy guitars, dark 
keyboard riffs, and odd sound effects that leave 
it feeling like a cross between the soundtracks 
to a horror movie and a Spaghetti Western. Tied 
together with Taylor Kirk’s crooning, Hot Dreams 
is a captivating and fully immersive experience, 
though it might take a few listens to really sink 
in. 


Tobacco — Ultima II Massage 
(GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 

Imagine a concept record about a massage 
parlor, with slow but driving hip hop and elec- 
tronic based beats, and a wave of fuzz and 
distortion drenched over everything from the 
vocals to the percussion. This record is all of 
those things. Tobacco’s frontman has explained 
in interviews that the record draws influ- 
ence from Beck’s Stereopathetic Soulmanure, 
attempting to make an album that stands as 
one coherent piece rather than just a collec- 
tion of songs, and that the music is intended to 
be at once dancey and meditative. The album 
has phone number printed on the front that is 
a gateway to a bizarre hotline for the imaginary 
massage parlor. Give ’em a call. 


The Flaming Lips — 7 Skies H3 


12”? (WARNER BROS.) 

Available on vinyl for the first time, this record 
features selections from the Flaming Lips 
24-hour long (seriously) 7 Skies H3. This was a 
Record Store Day exclusive, but if you can get 
your hands on it, it’s a gem. 


Byrdsol — Pierrepont (MINPIN MUSIC) 
Local indie music producer Byrdsol has been 
toiling away at this album for years, diligently 
recording, re-recording, and mixing the record 
from the darkness of his Hollywood based 
studio. The album started off as the artist’s first 
exploration of acoustic guitar, and is as at home 
in rock as it is in electronic, drenched in droney 
echoing vocals, tweaked synthesizer sounds, and 
bass heavy drum beats. The features instrumen- 
tation from other local musicians and includes 
samples from a bizarre real life account of a 
werewolf citing. Pierrepont is currently available 
for download exclusively at Amoeba.com and is 
due out for physical release later this year. 


Tip: 
“Maybe there is no heaven” 
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“Why don’t you find out for yourself” 
DJ Modernbrit 
Clubunderground.com 
Two great labels killing it now are both 
from Brooklyn: Daptone Records with 
Sharon Jones & the Dap-Kings , 
Charles Bradley and the Budos Band 
and Truth & Soul with Lee Fields 
and EI Michels Affair 


Lee Fields & The Expressions 
— Emma Jean (TRUTH & SOUL) 


Morrissey — Vauxhall and I 
(REPRISE/RHINO) 


Dj Andy Smith — Jam Up Twist 
7”? (CULTURES OF SOUL) 


Curtis Harding — Soul Power 
(BURGER RECORDS) 


Naomi Shelton & The Gospel 
Queens — Cold World (DAPTONE) 


Morrissey — World Peace 


Is None of Your Business 
(HARVEST/CAPITOL) 


ia Introducing Morrissey 
(1995/2014) 


Tip: 

Don’t forget Club Underground is every Friday night at the 
Grand Star in Chinatown! Playing the best of Britpop, New 
wave, Punk, Electro and more! 
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Various Artists — Studio One 


Rocksteady (SOUL JAZZ) 

Before reggae there was rocksteady, and this 
might work as an introduction or refresher 
course, depending on who you are. 


L’Orchestre Sidi Yassa De 
Kayes — L’Orchestre Sidi Yassa 
De Kayes (KINDRED SPIRITS) 

Re-issue of Mali Kunkan record label release 
from the 1970's. Sidi Yassa de Kayes was one of 
the great regional orchestras. 


Various Artists — 


Ivory Coast Soul Edits (HoT casa) 
Not much music is coming out from the lvory 
Coast—these are funk and soul gems from the 
1970s, remixed by European DJs. 


Various Artists — Voltaique 


Panoramique Vol. I (KINDRED SPIRITS) 
13 rare recordings from 1970s Burkina Faso, 
compiled by journalist and writer Florent 
Mazzoleni, a specialist of African Music (and 
other styles) 


Various Artists — Calypso: 
Musical Poetry in the 
Caribbean 1955-69 (soUuL JAZZ) 


Calypso was story-telling, and this compilation 
from the 1950s will teach you plenty, featuring 
some of the most popular artists from various 
parts of the Caribbean. 


Various Artists — 

Gipsy Rhumba: The Original 
Rhythm of Gipsy Rhumba in 
Spain 1965-74 (Sout JAzz) 

A compilation from 1965-74, when Catalan 
flamenco was infiltrated by NYC mambo and 
rumba. 


Edip Akbayram -— Edip 
Akbayram (PHARAWAY SOUNDS) 

Top Anatolian singer; this is his first album, a mix 
of sufi music & psychedelia. 


Aminata Wassidje Traore — 


Tamald (GLITTERBEAT) 
Actually recorded a few years back, this album 
is both modern and traditional. Aminata is the 


rising new voice of Mali, dry like the desert 
where she comes from; she sings in various 
languages and has worked with many famous 
Malian musicians. 


Noura Mint Seymali — Tzenni 
(GLITTERBEAT) 

Heavy Mauritanian desert music by Noura Mint 
Seymali who started singing at age |3 with the 


legendary Dimi Mint Abba. On tour in the U.S. 


this summer. 


Toumani Diabate & Sidiki 


Diabate — Toumani & Sidiki 
(NONESUCH) 
Unaccompanied kora duets from father and son 


duo. 
ac 


DOMM ADM 


Jazz Room / Metro Blue Line / 
Not Dead 


Bruno Nicolai — Tutti i Colori 


del Buio (Original Soundtrack) 
(FINDERS KEEPERS) 


Roberto Donati — Cannibal 


Ferox (Original Soundtrack) 
(ONE WAY STATIC) 


Pure Ground -— Daylight & 
Protection (CHONDRITIC SOUND) 


Millie & Andrea — 
Drop The Vowels (MODERN LOVE) 


Sunn 0))) & Ulver - 
Terrestrials (SOUTHERN LORD) 


The Body -— ! Shall Die Here 
(RVNG INTL.) 


Maurizio Bianchi — S.F.A.G. 8! 
(RECURSION) 


Ambarchi/O’Malley/Dunn - 


Shade Themes from Kairos 
(DRAG CITY) 


Various Artists — 
Warfaring Strangers: 


DarkScorch Canticles 
(NUMERO GROUP) 


ia A Field In England (2013) - 
Directed by Ben Wheatley 


ia The Visitor (1979) - 
Directed by Michael J. 
Paradise 


Seattle Seahawks: Super Bowl 
XLVIIl Champions (2014) - 
From NEL Films 


Pierre Henry - Malefices 


(Original Soundtrack) 
(FINDERS KEEPERS) 


Peter Peter & Peter Kyed 
- Valhalla Rising (Original 
Soundtrack) (MILAN) 


The Haxan Cloak — Excavation 
(TRIANGLE) 


Prurient — Cocaine Death 


(Record Store Day) 
(HOSPITAL PRODUCTIONS) 


Teeth of The Sea - 
A Field in England Re-Imagined 


(Record Store Day) 
(ROCKET RECORDINGS UK) 


Tip: 

— Read:Wallace Breem’s Eagle in The Snow 

— Watch: Vikings (History Channel) 

— Drink: Intelligentsia 

— Download: In Our Time with Melvyn Bragg 
(BBC Podcast) 


Zachary says hello to KerryAnne, Penelope, Marc Maron 
and Jesse Bullington. Go Hawks. 
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the space between the notes 
speaks the loudest. 


Dom Flemons —-The American 
Songster Dom Flemons Prospect 


Hill (Music MAKER) 

one of the founding members of the Carolina 
Chocolate drops, Dom pays homage to the 
music of the past without getting stuck. there 
is a spirit and an energy that won't quit. like 
Valerie June or Frank Fairfield or Pokey Lafarge, 
dom flemons seems to belong to a different 
time. he clearly reveres and emulates the early 
days of new orleans jazz as well as southern folk 
and mountain gospel. this is a slice of americana 
past AND future. finger-picking good! 


FKA Twigs — LPT (xt RECORDINGS) 

my friend chris sent me a link last year and i was 
intrigued. minimal and eccentric, this record 
is so textured and effortless. it doesn't feel 
manufactured or forced, and the eerie wash of 
abstract sound comes alive with the whispery 
vocals. it is sensual and compelling and... rich. 


Madlib/Freddie Gibbs — Pinata 
(MADLIB INVAZION) 

the soulful madlib with the genius of freddie’s 
flow? yes. 


Keith Jarrett/Charlie Haden - 


Last Dance (ccm) 

this record is made even more poignant by the 
death of charlie haden this year. recorded in 
2007, the two deepest voices in amercian jazz 
speaking eloquently together. haden’s lyrical 
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bass woven through and around jarrett’s sublime 
interpretations. i am so glad keith jarrett still 
releases records. i can listen into eternity. one 
of the most interesting and compelling voices in 
jazz, or... any music for that matter. 


Trummors — Moorish Highway 
(ERNEST JENNING RECORD CO.) 

perfect vocal harmonies slide along a good 
backbeat and brings forth a breezy listen with 
moments of ghostly eerie to make it interesting. 
pop-folk easybeat--british style. i’m a sucker for 
the glockenspiel always! 


Curtis Harding — Soul Power 
(BURGER RECORDS) 

a soul singer out on Burger records? he has that 
indie gritty lo-fi style that works. none of it is 
perfect. nor is it meant to be. it isn’t a smooth 
soul record, nor is it a grunge rock record. it 
feels like... more of a mainline to this man’s 
flawed soul. dig it. 


Amen Dunes - Love 

(SACRED BONES) 

out on he sacred bones label, this is definitely 
worth a listen (or two or three). it sounds like 
nothing else you have heard. 


Wovenhand - Refractory 


Obdurate (DEATHWISH INC) 

the best part about working at Amoeba is 
getting a recommendation from one of your 
friends to listen to something you NEVER would 
have picked up. this is one my friend mark said 
is great. and it IS. heavy and “literary” (in the 
biblical sense), sludgey and deep with ancestral 
folk roots as well as goth-punk layers. folk-prog- 
rock steeped in shadows and echoing despera- 
tion and hope. good stuff. 


Swans — To Be Kind (YOUNG Gob) 
and speaking of “...the sound of a celestial 
sledgehammer descending” 


Slowclub — Complete Surrender 
(WICHITA) 

sweet. pop, but not saccharine. a duo with a big 
sound. shimmering and lush. 


Lucius — Wildewoman 

(MOM & POP MUSIC) 

again with infectious, pop vocals with a snappy 
dance beat. features Blake Mills, who... as i have 
learned is amazing solo performer in his own 
right. they explore a lot of ideas, and i like it ! 


Lee Fields & the Expressions 


— Emma Jean 

(TRUTH & SOUL RECORDS) 

The inimitable Mr. Fields brings it once again. 
with a little guitar and vocal help by Dan 
Auerbach, and the funky soul of the whole 
band. produced by Leon Michaels. this record 
captures that perfect 60s groove. “eye to eye” 
and “don’t leave me this way”... OUCH. 


Rebirth Brass Band — Move 


Your Body (BASIN STREET RECORDS) 

my list would never be complete without a 
slice of FUNK served up N’awlins style by the 
real deal boys of the 9th ward. what starts as 
a complete mess of a stew... slowly slides into 
a groove of simmering playful jabs and good 
times. if you don’t dance to this, you got no 
pulse :). features Trombone Shorty and other 
New Orleans luminaries. from our friends at 
Basin Street Records. serve it up. 


Molly Drake — Molly Drake 
(SQUIRREL THING RECORDINGS) 

Nick’s mom. as i listened to this, it took me a 
minute to be drawn in. but then... i felt the 
sweet, simple, warm voice disarm me. this is a 
very delicate record—listen with care. 


Ben & Ellen Harper - 


Childhood Home (prestiGE FOLKLORE) 

keeping in the theme of moms with poetic sons, 
this sweet little recording of Ben Harper and his 
Mom, reveals where he got so much of his soul 
and his inspiration. their vocal harmonies echo 
a true comfort and familiarity, sinuously weaving 
in and out. the musical and the guitar work is 
of course impeccable. Ellen’s voice is sweetly 
weathered and reminiscent of another time. 
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Friends oo aoe ACK HOTEL 
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Joe Henry -— Invisible Hour 
(WORK SONG) 

dark and brooding, like most of joe’s records. 
his introspection is meticulously crafted and 
worthy of sincere listening. and like lucinda 
williams or mary gauthier, the poetry speaks 
through the music and vice versa. 


Joachim Cooder - Love ona 


Real Train (AERONAUT RECORDS) 
features Petra Haden and a host of amazing 
musicians including Jon Hassell, this one has 
the feel of a real work of art. the long lost 
“concept” album is back with the moody and 
ethereal feel of looking out the window on a 
train ride... seeing and feeling the sky and the 
land and the vastness. 


Elbow — The Take Off and 
Landing of Everything 
(CONCORD) 


Jim-E Stack — Tell Me I Belong 
(STONES THROVWV) 

from our friends at stones throw records. 
different and engaging. 


Isaiah Rashad — Cilvia Demo 
(TOP DAWG ENTERTAINMENT.) 

hip-hop flavored with southern funk. infectious 
melodies and a true southern bounce. 


John Abercrombie Quartet — 


39 Steps (ECM RECORDS) 

smoky and delicate as well as totally swinging. 
a completely different sound for the master of 
minimal. 
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Emma Ruth Rundle — 


Some Heavy Ocean (SARGENT HOUSE) 
intriguing. if you love chelsea wolfe and zola 
jesus, check her out. 


HEARD A FEW TIDBITS 
THAT WOULD BE WORTH 
A LISTEN: 


Eno/Hyde — Someday World 
(WARP) 


War On Drugs - Lost In The 
Dream (SECRETLY CANADIAN) 


Mac Demarco -— Salad Days 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 


Anna Von Hausswolff — 
Ceremony (FAT POSSUM RECORDS) 


Anna Calvi — Strange Weather 
(DOMINO) 


AND SOME ON THE LITTLE 
INDIE DISCOVERY LIST: 


Robert Francis & 


The Night Tide — Heaven 
(AERONAUT RECORDS) 

a hidden gem of a record. sublime whispery 
vocals, plus a hard driving beat. 


Snowmine — Dialects 
(MYSTERY BUILDINGS) 


New Madrid — Sunswimmer 
(NEW WEST) 
another athens export. guitars. guitars. guitars. 


Your Friend -— Jekyll/Hyde 
(DOMINO) 
brave and brazen. 


Nathaniel Rateliff - 
Falling Faster Than You Can 
Run (MODYVI RECORDS) 


bon iver, ray lamontagne, william fitzimmons, 


lumineers. fleet foxes. you get it. 


Casket Girls — True Love Kills 


the Fairy Tale (GRAVEFACE) 
hazy. angry. earthy. melodic. crunchy. 


EL 
VOUR 


VCDs WMMOVIES 
VVINYL WBOOKS 
VVIDEO GAMES 


Trade up from CDs to Vinyl and 
DVDs to Blu-ray or allow us to pay 
you cash for your unwanted items! 
We make house calls for 
large collections! 


For more info, check out 
Amoeba.com/sellstuff 
call your local Amoeba! 


BERKELEY - 2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE - (510) 549-1125 
SAN FRANCISCO - 1855 HAIGHT STREET - (415) 831-1200 
HOLLYWOOD - 6400 SUNSET BOULEVARD - (323) 245-6400 


AMOEBA.COM/SELLSTUFF 


COLLECTIONS@AMOEBA.COM 
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FROM THE AMOGEBLOG 


The Best Albums of the Year So Far 
+ Ten Essential Aloums for Autumn 


Posted by Billy Gil 


There’s already been a bunch of great records released this year, If you haven’t 
checked these out, theyre all worth getting. Plus, ten albums coming out soon that 
should be on your radar for fall. 


SUN KIL MOON 
BENJI 


Some people write memoirs. Sun Kil Moon’s 
Mark Kozelek write songs crammed with de- 
tails, from a brutal story about a distant cous- 
in’s death by a freak fire to mundane details 
about Panera bread and sports bar shit on the 
walls, that somehow come together to form 
something called a life. Just when you feel like 
the songs are too stuffed to keep up, Kozelek 
will let his breathy “sadcore” folk open up and 
focus on a seemingly trivial line like “blue crab 
cakes” in the song “Ben’s My Friend,’ and in 
doing so perfectly captures the weird things 


that stick out in our heads when we reflect. 


Simply put, listening is like attending a master 
class in songwriting. 


SWANS 
TO BE KIND 


Let’s just say Swans’ To Be Kind isn’t an album 
you put on while you’re working. It’s an al- 
bum where you light some candles, lower the 
lights, stop what you're doing and put it on 
in order to fully experience the moving mad- 
ness Michael Gira and co. have created on the 
two-hour album. You'd do the same for a great 
film. Besides being a remarkable, if occasion- 
ally difficult and harrowing album, To Be Kind 
hearkens back to a time when albums were 
treated as events, things to be fully absorbed 
rather than sampled and tossed like so many 
records. We can thank them for reminding us 
of that. And don’t be afraid—To Be Kind has 
an oft-overlooked, David Lynch-style black 
humor that makes its orchestral calamity 
more palatable. 


REAL ESTATE 
ATLAS 


Instead of reinventing their sound, Real Estate 
perfect it on their third album of reverb-laden 
guitar rock that jangles softly like car keys in a 
suburban station wagon. 
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MAC DEMARCO 
SALAD DAYS 


Goofy as he may be, Mac DeMarco is a 
brilliant songwriter. Salad Days proves this by 
letting go of any schlock whatsoever, instead 
focusing on DeMarco’s talents as a capable 
guitarist, singer and songwriter of classical 
tendency and casual grace. 


oT. VINCENT 
oT. VINCENT 


Annie Clark just keeps getting better. Her 
fourth solo full-length goes the self-titled 
route for her most confident set of songs 
yet, utilizing her experimentation and heady 
wordplay in service of writing great pop 
songs, like the frenetic “Birth in Reverse,” 
skronky “Digital Witness” and poignant 
“Prince Johnny.” 


TODD TERJE 
ITS ALBUM TIME 


Electronic music that isn’t shitty brostep or 
dance-pop often gets wrongly derided by 
rock fans as boring bleep bloop music, so it’s 
great to have someone as playful and funny 
as Todd Terje around to bridge the gap. Terje 
takes us from the pool to the disco and back 
to his place for a nightcap on the whirlwind 
It’s Album Time, traipsing through decades 
and genres while retaining a knowing, leisure- 
suited wink. And, just for fun, Bryan Ferry 
stops by for the touching synth ballad “Johnny 
and Mary.’ 


A SUNNY DAY IN 
GLASGOW 
SEA WHEN ABSENT 


Sea When Absent makes A Sunny Day in 
Glasgow’s dream-pop surrealism feel more 
concrete, yet never more special. 





FREDDIE GIBBS & MADLIB 
PINATA 


A brilliant collaboration that only seems 
tossed off at first glance. Madlib’s beats are as 
strong as ever (listen to the Pinata Beats solo 
for the full effect of his psychedelic soul trips), 
and Freddie Gibbs (with some help from 
Raekwon, Danny Brown, Scarface and others) 
doles out a steady flow that never lets up, 
feeling like a true collaboration. What Pinata 
actually is, is effortlessly enjoyable. 


HOW TO DRESS WELL 
WHAT IS THIS HEART? 


Tom Krell’s indie R&B project goes from great 
but self-consciously cool lo-fi soul to brazenly, 
all-embracing electronic pop with real heart. 
The Lover’s Lane album of 2014. 


THE WAR ON DRUGS 
LOST IN THE DREAM 


The War on Drugs’ bleary-eyed country rock 
builds out its glassy expanses of sound even 
farther on Lost in the Dream. It’s like falling 
asleep in the car during a long road trip and 
having decades of AM radio rock, new wave 
and folk rock filter through your dreams, 
coming out nostalgic yet instantly new and 
memorable at the same time. 


COMING SOON 


Scott Walker and Sunn O))) -— Soused 
- 9/22 

What will happen when the godfather of 
experimental pop teams with Seattle’s best 
drone-metal band? Something strange, scary 
and awesome, no doubt. 


King Tuff — Black Moon Spell -— 9/23 
L.A. power-pop dude returns with another set 
of fist-pumpers. 


FROM THE AMOGEBLOG 


The Growlers — Chinese Fountain — 
9/23 

The SoCal garage band continues to mature 
on their third LP. 


Christopher Owens — 

A New Testament — 9/29 

The former Girls frontwoman slates his 
second solo album. 


The Vaselines — V For Vaselines — 
9/29 

The cult indie-pop band returns with their 
second album since reuniting in the 2000s. 


Ex Hex — Rips — 10/7 
Mary Timony of Helium/Wild Flag tears 
through a set of glam-flavored stompers. 


Flying Lotus — You’re Dead! — 10/7 
The L.A. producer’s next LP is sure to be an- 
other head-trip of cyclonic beatwork. 


Zola Jesus — Taiga — 10/7 
The noise diva goes pop on her latest album. 


Vashti Bunyan - Heartleap — 10/7 
After releasing the proto-freak-folk album Just 
Another Diamond Day in 1970,Vashti Bunyan 
mostly disappeared from the public eye. With 
the help of Animal Collective, she reemerged 
in the 2000s after a long period of inactivity 
and released her second album, the terrific 
Lookaftering. Now we have her third album 
to look forward to! 


Foxygen — ...And Star Power — 10/14 
The classic pop revivalists overcome band 
turmoil to triumphantly release their third 
album. ¥ 
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